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PREFACE DEDICATORY. 

“To the Public in general, ani every otn&l 
and unprejudiced Reader in funks tar. 

A D£$IR£ (o papdMlc the dFln«reii| 

JlJl ^rektAduu^ gave Birth to ftiftmy, ami obi- 
ged Mankind to traaftnit the more Wbferrahle 
both <tf their otero and foregoing Time# in the tfotjgfc 
of Bo&erity. &gv*c endeavour to sake qp the Short- 
sell of our Xthrcnhy the ertent of «ar Kaowlc^ge ? And 
becaufe use canned foe forwards sod fpj what 3&ei cos* 
Ceiled in the Womb of Futurity, vc look back, Sal 
eagerly Trace the FoOt&cps of thole Ti^ea that woet. 
before «$. Indeed to he Ignorant of nraat happened 
before we ourfekus came Into the World, ii (uCscian 
truly ©bfeptes) to he always Children, sad to d eptwe 
warfdves of what worfd at once Entertain our Mtadn 
with the bigheft Plea hire, asud add the gneateft Aethh 
rky and Advantage to ua. The Knowledge of Anti- 
quity, behdes tfiai it Gfcatifies one of our added C«- 
ridtiei, improves oar Minds by the Wiffloa cf yrt* 
ceding Ages, acquaints us with the and! remarkable 
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iv PREFACE DEDICATORY. 


Occurrences of tfTe "atfd'preftTita us 

with the moll apt and proper Rules and Inftances that 
may Form us to a Life of true Philofophy and Virtue. 

s of SA cried Chri^iian Religion*, we 
I rauft certainly f every one of us be interefled in any 
liim^ &f ’Confifquence rdhtirig thei«eto; and is there 
any xAfng fhore fo than 'the S\ib}e&s treated Upon in 
.following Pages. 


^ o ft. 1 e s , D'iicipW, iftid ancient • ] 
. Syhani I have giv^ri the ^Hiftory, were erf 


Fathers, of 

giv^n the ^Hiftory, were either' Cot &m- 
i u>rary. with our Blc'ffcd Savlotir, and received 'from his 
^ ^iviiie^Lips Jlhofe facred Principles and Tenets Upon 
which , pur Religion is founded arid formed ; or had 

"t a a i. t ® . . # 

their . Intelligence whilft his Actitiris were 'fo recent in 
the Minds of Men as to preclude all PdfEbility of Im- 
^ pofition a^dVDeceit — -add it is to tfierh only Wefbduld 
jook for tlie Divipe Laws arid Orders, which lie ap- 
pointed' us in their Prirhitive Meaning' and Intention. 

It may be faid, tve have thofe Laws as penned down, 
by thefe Holy 'Men at ‘ large in thc'New Tdf&iiient. 
The Truth of this inuft be acknowledged 5 %ut Would 
be OcntTQtfs to pay the 'gftsifeft Adifiiradon to a 
Man’s Writings, ahd it the frYrieTirrie be regarettefs of 
.:>^ v ritcr ; for who is it* that looks upon an. excellent 
•. "Pivlurc, or any oilier, fiije jP}ec£ of„ JJ r pr]tmanfiup, and 
szsz* - v W does 
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prepare* SfeDtCATonY. * 

Joes not feel in hlfafelf a T)dfrre te kwo+v- and ’ become- 
acquainted ntnVh 'tfie Art? ft. *T*$ijr 1 'frity Jfeftly'udd, 
v tliat the Satisfaftion tefuMrig ^tV5m Etty^hrenV is 
in fome* Merfrufre - mcoMpiet^, UntiLwtf are Intfoualed 
r what Sort or •Mfcnfle’r oTTeWon hi was. Wi ^fen 
Embrace with Avidity &ie inoft trivial Circiimflafcee #nd 
-Particular-to an Author, in the Pcrufal of whofe Works 

we either receive Pleafu re or ^iofiL 

' i • * v.1 ■ . 

A ‘Man’s W (irks ' do riot al&gether lead us to Hut 
motive. A ka’4 'Mtrtr tti ay -Jo j a gb od A Xior , and a 
good Man a bad one, but can any Thing W hjdre' toon - 
vincing of the Strength that the Chriltian Religion 
communicates to the ^Mind, by which it is wholly em- 
braced, than to fee Men give up and relinquifh every 
human Enjoyment; to fee them Abandon Redu- 

cing Allurement, and repel every Tefrfptlitidn; ‘ti£y to 
fee them facrifice Life itfelf, and launch into Eternity 
with the utmofl Serenity, For that Power and in that 
Caufe for which their PredecefTor, and our great 
Redeemer came down from Heaven, and was Crucified ; 
and by the Propagation of which alone Mankind may 
be faved. Thefe AXions were not the EfFeXs of Fran- 
tic Madnefs, or fuperfiitious Prepoflefiion ; their Wri- 
tings which they have happily left behind them, to» 
plainly Evince deliberate Reflexions and ftrong Senfe^ 
to admit this Plea being made Ufe of by the moil ob- 
ilir.ate and cavUliagiUnl^cliever.; , y . i ; 




i» .yRfcfACfi »El>ICAtOfeY. 


I have been careful in Collecting from thofe *A«. 
cient Authors on whom Depend anqe might be placed 
thofe Circumilatoces and Particulars which ai<e not only 
founded on their Relation, but upon Probability and 
Reafon ; and do moft confidently Hope that every 
Reader will be fatisfied with their Tenth. 

It now Remains but to folicit the hind IodOl- 
lienee of the Public for thofe Faults, to which a 
"Work of this Kind (where Conjecture mull fome*» 
limes make up for the want of Information) is un avoid'- 
ably liable 

T«e £DlT6lt 

Mameirfiefi, 

&&& u *78$. 
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TV LIFE o£ St. STEPHEN, the Proto (of firft) 
hfajtyr for the Chriftian Faith, who was Stoned td 
Death. 



T HE Christian fyf . lig ion being defigned by O^o 
for the Reformation of Mankind, and , rooting 
put that Barbanfm and Idolatry <Avhich had qvgt w h^hyy*d 
' the World, could* hot but meet with much: Oppofitfen 
-from thofc who found the Dp&rincg . thereof, u£o&dd 
1 -® dettroy 
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6 Hie L 1 1* £ of St. STEPHEN, 

d^ftr'oy the Empire of Vice and Error. Hence this 
SetTwaT e ver Jr vP'fiPf? equally uppuftd 
by the Gentiles and Jews. The firft defpifcd it for its 
^lovdtyv as having np Antiquity to recommend it ; 

to: hi eh by a. plain fimple Doctrine, controuled their 
toain Philofophy. The Jews were vetfed to fee their 
Expeditions of a mighty Prince* who fhould highly 
eXj*U them and their I^ilipn^ and ^edeem _them from 
their prefent Slavery, fiuflrated ‘ by the cpming* of a 
Mcffiah, ^ ho appeared under all the Circum fiances of 
Meanricft and Difgrace, and was fo' far from refcuing 
them from the Power of the Rowan Yojte, that ^for 
their Oifliuacy and Unbelief, he threatened the final 
and irrecoverable Ruin of their Country j 'and By the 
Do&rine he p ubli Hied, plainly told'*' them* he intended 
tp.abolifb tbofe Ancient Mosaic K Ihflitutions 3itd Cere- 
monies for which ttcy had fo great a Veneration. 
Accordingly, when he catne among them, they Enter- 
tained him with all the Inftanccs of Cruelty and Con j 
tempt, ^nd whatever might depofe him to the Scorn and 
Odium of th* People: They villrficd and teproaCbjrd his 
Ferfqn, 1*8 but the Son of a Carpenter, a Glutton, a 
Drunkard, a Traytor, and as an Enemy to Caesar. They 
' flighted his Doctrine, as the T a lk only of a rude and 
}■ ■ } illiterate Perfon; traduced his Miracles, as Tricks of 
i Import ure, and the, Effects of his Confederacy with 
i Satan. ; And when :»H this would not dp, they vipleptjy 
i laid .Handabupc^hiiD* . and took atoray ^afe* , And 
. Z : now 



Digitized by U.ooQle 


T Ik Fird MARTYR. . 7 

7 r : ^ ; i v ;: ' x 

now one ihould have thought their Spite and Fury 
(houid have abated; but their MaHco. and Revenge * 
increafing by Succefy they refolved to proceed in thtfcf 
bloody Methods, and to let - tha World fee, th?t th^ 
J)ifciples and Followers mud expc& no better Quarters 
thin their Matter, it was not many Months .before thej[ 
took Occafion to refreih their Rage in St. ^Srr f H tN^ 
Martyrdom, the Hiftory df wbofa Life and Death wq 
now come to makedome brief Remarks upon. . ; 

The Scripture gives no Account either of the t Co#iy» 
try or Kindred of this Holy Man. That he ywas a Jiw, 
the Relation in liis Apology. f^eieutly ni^aife.Rs, -An * 
tiqurty makes ium /to have been ppe of the Seventy 
Pifciples cho&n by oft? Lord as Fell ow* helpers to, the 
Apoftles in the Miniilry of the GofpeJ;. And. indeed 
his admirable Knowledge, in the ChriiUan Dpclrine. 
and his fingulafcAbiHty to defend the Caufe of^Clu iA’a 
Mefiiah-ftiip againfl its muil viej^it Qppofer^, plainly 
'argue him l to have been fume coniiderable Time trained 
up under our * Saviour^/ immediate. InitrutUoivs. lie 
was certainly a Man of great 2^1 and. £ietyr and 
endowed with extraordinary Meufures of that Hivuip 
Spirit, which was lately fed upou the Difoiplea; and 
'incomparably furnifedlwitb miraculous Powers, which 
1 peculiarly; qualified him, fur a Place of Honour and 
Ufefulnefs ip the Church,, w hereunto he was advaocgl 
lipou this Occalion. ' \,,k* ■ *• <. 

i; - B r * ' \Tbe 

v; “ . _ 
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8 The LIFE of St. STEPHEN, 

The Primitive Chfcrch among the man j Inftances of 
Piety Was in none more remarkable than in Charity ;of 
livihg ahd loving 5a s Brethren being of one Heart, 
4n<J of one Soul, and continuing together with one 
Accord. They Prayed . and Worlhipped God in the 
fame Place, and fed together at the fame Table . 
itone Cotfd want, for they had all in common. The 
Rich fold their Eftatet to mirtifter to the NecefGtiesof 
the Poor, and depo&ted the Money into ont common 
Treafury, the Care Whereof was committed to the 
ApOiftes, to fee Diflributlon made as every one's Cafe 
Exigency did require. The Church increafmg 
every Bay by vafl Numbers of Converts to the Faith, the 
Apoftles, probably, were forced to take iu others to 
kfiift them in this Affair. By which Means an Equality 
Was not observed ; but either through Favour, Parti- 
ality, or ’the Overiight of thofe thab'Aaaaged the Mat* 
Ve'r, fome had larger, others Ids Relief than thfir 
^Neceffit ieh 'called for. This occaftoned Hehts an[d Ani- 
mofities in the firft snll put eft Church that 'ever was; 
*thc Grecians murmuring againft the Hebrews, because 
their Widows were negle&ed- in the daily Miniftratioq. 
*ft is fuppofeS, that thofc Grecians were Jews in KeK- 
' and GeirtilCs or Heatheiw by Beieent; and though 

Vbvrcon verged to Chriftianity, yet it may be fuppofed, 
Srlrat the Perfdnrs intruded with the Diftributton of the 
Money being for the greater Part Jews;, they might be 
finder to tbofe of their own Nation, who were their 

Neighbours^ 
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lfeighhotirs, and it nvity be theit Kindred) dA to fact 
as only Agreed with ^ hem in the ProfafBaa of the Cam 
keligion arid 'who indeed, were tot generally fa feapaMt 
of contributing to the Church** Stock; as~t£t £btkc 
Jews, who had Lands and PolTefiions, which they 
ibid and laid 'at *he*ApofUe9 Pert, ^ - ’ r > * 

to edmpoft thrt Dtf fie lienee, ifeven Dhacoaswerr 
appointed, who were to ftrfe Tables, or waft ufrife 
the fteceifiu£s of th# Poor, that the Apoflea hoi n*jT 
freed frdm thfefe Incumbrances, aright the .hiore -di^- 
^gentty f dcvbte iSiemfel^d to Prayer and r Prtftfhtfig 
the Gofpel. Antekg tWfe n* w cleftcd Offices St. 
^rfcptfiir wds the ‘Chief* Who wak well fkifted all 
TaVts of the Chriftian l>b6kme, and -fitted -with • grgat 
'Eloquence t6 -pubHfh the faihc, and coofleped the 
^roth thereof by mamy public and unqutfftiehablc 
'cT<&; whicb ^uiekly awelkened the Malice {©£ tjb^ Jcwb, 
’and five parties df them combined together to 7 fopd : fi>i^c 
•of their Soctetids t^acoanterand oppoie h'mvswm^ty, 
‘the Synagogue oT the L^ntines; that is, filch having 
‘been made capfitfe* the fortune 0fi e war , hid 
^been fet fitfe by thei t PafUrs, hnd permitfcd ;M 
ftftdr the -tnadnei of their an&ftors : ’The k (^£ttiaus, 
'tfiat is, JkWs Who inhabited Gyrene, another- Oky -in 
I>ybia; 'the Alexandria#*, there^bfcmg a mighrjr lorer- 
eo&rfe between the Jews ‘at Jesbfalcm and Alexandria, 
"Where a Mhltiiude of dwelt; *he Gjltcj£i^r a 

known 
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9 The WfB t «f JH-; S T 5 ^ K-E N, 

of jfl»e X#fl$r Jtffrp wbtrc St,. Paul 
•»W*> A«l.b% the Sjntgogw of Afia o» that 
Fat of ft winch by w«r, Epbcfgt, aajft i> JkfcuA A4* W 
to he tebf tfithc NwTrfatgwg; , 

■ ' * ■ •’• <■ ‘ . c 

Theft: Ferfons of ^ertst Countries, t .wjbo were 

flailed in the Sabtihies of then* Refigiwl* role up ali 
at out to dftpafce will} £»tq>^jur| upon Mrhgt particular 
Sobjca we And tot, bot fe i|ay (with one of the 
Ancient Fathers) fuppo£r they Kim intlwi 

Manner: Tdtas, Yuqng*M#lh w t^y Min4 
ibOidUy to r^pRxidk the Qf4f^P^ Why 4^ 

ibottfltady^itHcuuoifrgly cooUko^Aj^gon'ents tockceiv^ 
thc^eopk, aid with detdUuJ Miracle^ to rjuii» our Nn- 
tioO ? ItUbotih6g«tW imjm>tablc,lhat he (Kouid b? Q^d 
who wife bare 6$ Mary ? Tbat tkc Maker of |he World 
fhouldbe the Son of a Carpenter ?Wa?not ^cvh|cheai the 
Place of hiwBtttWaud J^aaar^h of h^jgd^catiQn^ C*n(l 
thou imagine lit M tabe a Gtxi thatwa^barB .^pou^arth, 
who ^tai fo poor tbitrjbe was y»^pf. up is* S^addlipf 
' Cloths, and ^ a WJ*$ was forced to 

fj from theRag* of I It rod * and to waihaway hisPalluticya 
by being baptised in Jordan ; Whft *** fobp & toH^ng^r 
^ and Thirft, to&Iec p andWcarincfe * w!*o, being bwnd was 
■otabktocicape; nor bcangbuffet^dto refcuje and revenge 
himfdf? who when be wmi longed Cfl^Li not corpe dowf« 
from the Cra&, but noderweat a ciirfed, ftt^xgetyl Dy/ttb: 
Wdt thou perfuade us thatlie is in l£eajen \\horn wc 

know 
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% *jftic £rft Mt A tl t iL - 

know to have Ikcb buried in tkGnw? That he ftoolAe 
the Life of the Dead, who is hear akin to Mortality him* 
felf: Is it probable that Codlhkid fafer (nek Uliiigs M 
thefe? WouWhenot rather with a Word of hii Mothh^vc 
iirflck bis Adverfaries dead at the firft Approach, and fet 
them beyond the rcacli of making Attempt^ upod hit own 
JPerfoo? Either ceafe to delude the People withtbefe Ini' 
pofture$, or prepare thyfclf to undergo the fane Fate 
wkichthc Man whom thou called the Son of Godnct^ith* 

To which fays the Father St. Stephen might probably 
make this reply; And why Sir, lhould thefe Things feefti 
ianeditle? Have you not the Writings of thtFmphctsby 
you ?Oo you not read -the Books of Miifr*, and ptofdi 
you rf el ves to be his DHciplei ? Did not Mcfrs fey, A Pro- 
phet all the Lord your God raife up finto jod of yenr 
Brethren like unto me/ him (hail ^e hfar? Hatc hd! the 
Proph etslonglince foretold, that he fbotddoehornitBetB- 
Jehem/and conceived In thi Womb of a Virgin? That lie 
(bond fly into Egypt: Tha£ he'ihoutd bear dbr Grieft, and 
carry our Sorroki ? That they fcould pi erce life Hands 
ami Feet, and hang htm ohn Tree? Thathe (hould he bu- 
ried, rife again, and afeend up to Heaven with a Shout ? 
Therefore now (let me forre other in whom all thefe Pro- 
phecies were accomplished; learn wit^ me to adorers God 
pur Crucified Saviour. Blind and ignorant that you^ are of 
.the Predictions of Mofes, You thought yodCrucifiedamcre 
Man ; but had. you. known him, you would not lufve 
; ‘ ‘ 
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H The LI F? of St- STEPHEN, 

prucifitd the Lord of Glory; Yow denied the Holy One 
Ju£, and defired a Murderer to be granted to 
jpu f but p^t to Death the Prince pf Life. 

This is the Sum of what the Eloquent Father ima* 

f ines §t. Stephen did, or might have returned to their 
JjjqUirvrs^ which, whatever it was, was delivered with 
Life and Zeal, that Evidence and Strength of Rea* 
ton, that his Oppofers had not one Word to fay againft 
it; they were not able to refill the Wifdom and the Spirit 
by Much he fpake ; and departed with Shame and Griet ; 
refylyktg, if poffible, to accpmplilh by Craft what 
th$y could not do by force of Reafofl, and fuborn Men 
to fey, that he threatened the Ruin of the Teji^ple and 
abojjlhiqg Mofes’s Rites, and $id blafphemqufly af- 
firzp* that Jesus of Nazareth Ihould take gway that 
JUligio# which h*d been eftablilhed by Moses, and by 
Gp# bimfejf. Indeed the Jews had a wonderful Re 
.vereuqe for the Ceremonial Law, and could not endure 
TtAbf?* that it Ibould be laid tfidc, bi*t counted it a 
f pf Elafpheray U? mention the Difiblutiort thereof, 
^i^t thinking in bow (hurt a Time thcfe Things which 
they now fo highly valued Ihould be taken away ; and 
i^ieU Temple itfclf laid level with the. Ground ; which 
^ : *few Y$ars after came to pafs by the Roir an Army un- 
* der the Coududl of Titus Vefpafian their General, when 
the C^ty was plundered, and the Temple burnt to the 
’ Ground, and was finally and irrecoverably doomed to 
&iih}. io Chat when Julian the Apellate out of Spite to 

the 
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The fit* MARTYR* 




the chriftians, commanded the Jews to rebuild the 
temple, hoping to prove our Saviour a falfe Prophet* 
they had no fooner. laid the foundation, but a terrible 
Earthquake fluttered it, with all the Buildings about 
it, and killed the Undertakers; and when they attempted 
it again the next Day, great Balls of Fire fuddenly ifliied 
from under the Foundation, confumed the Workmen* 
and thofe who were pear it, ^nd forced them to give 
over their prefumptuous Enterprise; the Truth whereof 
is related both by Chriftian and Heathen Authors ; and 
the fame Curfe has ever fince purfued the Jews, they 
having been deftitute of Temple and Sacrifice for near 
1700 Years. 

% The Court being fate, and the Charge bropght in, and 
opened, they gave St. Stephen Liberty to defend himfelf, 
while his Judges looking eameflly upon him, difeo- 
vered an extraordinary Splendour and Biightnefs upon 
his Face & the Innocence of his Caufe, and the Clean- 
nefs of Lia Conference manifefting themfelves in the 
chearfulnefs of his Countenance. Thfc High Prieft hav- 
ing afkcd him, whether guilty, or not? He pleaded his 
own Caufe at large to thiseffe&; That whatever Opinion 
they mighthave of the magnificence of the Temple, apd the 
grandeur of its Services, and it was Blafph?my to think 
that God might be worihipped acceptibly without them; 
yet if theylookedbackto the original of their nation, they 
would find that God chofe Abraham to be the Father of it* 
C not 
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nbt when he lived in Jerusalem, and worfhipped God y/Ith 
the pompous Minift rat ion of a Temple; hut when hedwelt 
among the Idolatrous Nation : That then it wasthatGcd 
called him from the Impieties of his Father’s Houfe, and 
admitted him to a familiar Acquaintance and Intercourfe 
wi t h h im fel f ; wherein hccontinued formany Years without . 
Wlibletw external rites or ceremonies, but only circumcifion 
which was the badge 2nd fealof that covenant God entered 
into with him, to give his Pofterity the Land of Canaan 
add that in his Seed all the Nations of the Earth fhould' 
be foie (Ted. And without any otheHixed rite the fucceeding 
Patriarchs worlhtpped God for feveral ages, till the time- 
of Mof«s, a wife, learned, and prtident Perfon, to whom 
God particularly revealed himfelf, and made him Rttier 
over his Peojfle, to conduct them ant of theHoufeof Bon- 
dage; a great and famous Prophet 'who was cout in nally in' 
cheating thisleffon tot heir anceflors. A Prophet (hall the 
Lord your God raifeupuntoyou of your brethrenlike unto 
me, him fhall ye hear. That is, that God in the latter 
days Would fenu'among them a mighty Prophet, who fhould 
fet up a more excellent way of worlhip, to whom they fhould 
yield all diligent attention and ready obedience; that when* 
their forefathers had frequently fallen into idolatry, God 
commanded Mofestofetup a tabcrnacleforfomctime, and 
afterwards a temple was built by his order, which tho* 
itately and magniiicer.t, yet was not abf< duttly neceflary, 
fiiuJe he who had heavettdor his throne and earth for his 
fpotftool, and could^Dot be confined to a material temple, 

; . nor 


\ 


Digitized by UooQle 



The Firft MARTYR. ~ 15 


oor tied to any particular way of worlhip; efpccially wbcu 
God was refolved to introduce a better lcate of .things $ 
hut that it was the honour of this unruly and refra.dlory. 
Generation, to refill the Holy Ghoft;ai:d that there was 
few of the Prophetsbut whom their Fatli^r&perfecuted am} 
flew, that had foretold the doming of the Mtfliah, the juft 
and the holy Jefus ; whom they their unhappy pollerity 
had actually betrayed and murdered, without any regard 
to that law, which had been delivered to them by the 
rainiilry of angd?i and which lie came to fulfil and perfect. 

The holy man was going on with the application, 
when the confeienccs of his auditors being, fcniibly 
flung, with thefe truths, they *cxrpcfied all the iigns of 
rage and fury : But he, regardlcfs of what was done 
below, directed Kis thoughts to things above, and faw 
the heavens opened, and the Holy Jefus Handing at the 
right baud of God, and tells his adyerlaries what him- 
fclf beheld : This heavenly viiion had dilFeient effe&s ; 
it encourageth Stephen, and enraged the Jew?, who tak- 
ing it for granted that he was a b afphemer ; refolved 
Upon his death without any further procefs : So impa- 
tient was their mifguided zeal, that they would not 
Hay to procure a warrant from the Roman Governor 
(without whofe leave they had not power to put any 
man to death) neither would they ftay for the judicial 
fenteoce of the Jewifh Sanhedrin or great council ; but 
gifted the part of zealots (who were vvdnt to execute 

vengeance 
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vengeance upon capital offenders, without ftayiug for 
the ordinary formality of juftice) and raifing a great 
noife and clamour, and flopping their ears, th^t they 
might hear no further blafphemies ; they unanimoufly 
frufhed upon him; yet would not execute him within the 
walls, left they fhould pollute the holy city with his 
t>lood, but hurried him without the city, and there fell 
upon him with a fhower of (tones. All which time 
the innocent and holy man was upon his knees, fending - 
up his prayers faiter to heaven than they could rain 
down (tones upon him ; pioufly recommending his 
foul to God, and charitably praying for his murderers, 
that God would not charge this guilt upon them, nor 
feverely reckon with them for it, and then he gave \\p the . 
ghoft, or fell aflcep. 

Stoning was one of the capital punifhments among 
the Jews, infli&ed for greater and more enormous 
crimes, efpecially blafphemy, idolatry, ^nd ftrange 
worfhip : and the Jews tells us of many particular Cir- 
cumflances ufed in this fort of punifhme nt. The male- 
faftor was to be led out of the confiftory ; at a door 
whereof a perfon was to (land with a napkin in hig\ 
hand, and a man on horfeback at fome diftance from 
him, that if any one came and faid, he had fome- 
thing to offer for deliverance of the criminal, 
upon the moving of the napkin, the horfe- 
«nau might give notice, and bring the offender back. 

He 
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lie had two grave Perfons to go along with him, to -ex- 
hort him to Confeflion by the Way. A Cryer went 
before him, proclaiming who he was, what his Crime, 
and who were the WitnelTes. Being come near tlir 
Place of Execution (which was two Cubits from the 
Ground) he was firll ltripped and then Honed, and af- 
terwards hanged, where he was to continue till Sunfet 9 
and then being taken down he and his Gibbet were both 

buried together. 

% 

Thus died St. Stephen the firfl Martyr of the Chridlau 
Faith; a Mm in whom the Virtues of a Divine Life 
were very illuflrious; a Man full of Faith and of the 
Holy GhoH; and Devout Men carried Stephen t® h« 
Burial and made great Lamentation for him ; His Burial 
(if we may believe one of the Ancients, that pretends 
it was revealed to him in a Vifion by Gamaliel, who is 
faid to have been aChriftian Convert) was on this man- 
ner. The Jewifh Sanhedrin having given Orderthat bis 
Carcafe fkpuld remain in the place of its Martyrdom, it® 
be confumed by wild Beafts, here it lay for fome time 
Night and Day, untouched either by Beall or Bird of 
Prey ; till Gamaliel, companioning the Cafe of the Holy- 
Martyr, perfuaded fome Religious Chrillian Profelytrs 
who dwelt at Jerufalem, and furnilhed them with all 
Things meceflary for it, to go with all poflible Secrecy 
and fetch off the Body. They brought it away in his 
own Carriage, and conveyed it to the Village ofGamaliel, 
twenty Miles diflaut from Jerufalem, where a folemn 

Mourning 
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Mourning was kept for hint fcventy Days at Gamaliel's 
Charge, who alio caufed him to be buried in the Eaft- 
fiie of his own Monument, where afterwards he waa 
interred himiclf. His Feftival is. celebrated Decem- 
ber 26. 



The LIFE of St. PHILIP the Deacon, 
who Baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch. 


T HERE are divers Circumdances which make it 
.pniiable that this Philip the Deacon \va» bom 
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in Caefarea, a ffimous port town between Joppa and 
I'tolemais: He has by miftake been confounded with 
-f>t. Philip the ApoIUe, even by the moft. early writers 
of the church. Put theie is a vafi difference between 
them, if we confider, that one was an Apollle, one 
of the Twelve, the other a Deacon oply, and one of 
the Seven, chofen out of the people, and fet apart by 
the Apcdlles, that they themfelves might attt-nd the 
more immediate muiittries of their office : That the 
one travelled up and down the country, while the other 
continued with -the Apoftles at Jenifalem ; and laftfy, 
that the one Plough commiflioncd to preach and to bap- 
tize, could not impart the Holy Ghoft, which was the 
peculiar prerogative of the apoftcliek office. Our St. 
Philip wusone of thefeventy Dtfciples, and St. Stephen's 
next colleague in the Deacon's office; ere&ed for the 
conveniency of tl>e pour, and affifling the ApofMes in 
fome inferior Services: In the dilchnrgc of this mini- 
ft-ry he remained at Jenifalem for fome months after his 
eie&ion, till the church being fcatter^d up and dovvn^ 
.he was forced to quit his ilation. 

St.. Stf.phfn had been lately facrificed to llie rage 
and fury of his enemies; but his death would not 
fhffice, the whole church is now (hot at, and they rcfolve 
(if poffible) to extirpate the religion itfelf. The prin- 
cipal perfeentor was Saul, at whofe feet the witnefic.4 
agairdl that blificd Martyr, laid their long upper gar- 
. ' merits ; 
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raents ; that they might be more nimble, whole hands 
were to be firft apon him to put him to death, and af- 
terwards the hands of the people*. A law certainly 
contrived with great prudence, tlmt if the witnefles 
were forfworn, the guilt might fall upon their own 
beads, and the reft might be free. This Saul hitnfclf 
confefles in Adis 20, 22, When the blood of the martyr 
Stephen was (hed, faith he, I alfo was (landing by and 
confeuted unto hisdtAith, and kept the raiment of them 
that (lew him. He Was at that time a ftudent under 
Gamaliel, and his fiery zeal, and paffiouate concern for 
the traditions of the fathers, made him purfue the defiga 
with the Btmoft rage. Having furn idled himfelf with 
a commiffion from the council or Sanhedrin, he quickly 
put it in execution, broke open houfes, feized whoever 
lodked like the LXifciples of the crucified Jefus, and 
* -without any regard to fex or age, hear, and haled them 
into prifon; plucking the hufband from the bofom of 
Lis wife, the mother from the embraces of her chil- 
dren, blafphemiug God and being injurious to men, 
breathing out threats and (laughter wherever he came. 
The church were hereby feparated, the Apoltles conti- 
nuing privately at Jeruialem to order the affairs there- 
of; while the reft were difptrfed about the neighbouring 
countries, publifhing the glad tidings of the gofpel, 
and thereby difnppointed their enemies, this proving 
an tffe&uar means to enlarge the bounds of chrifti- 
aaity. 
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Among thofe tliat were thus fcattered was St Philip 
the Deacon ; who went to the City of Samaria, the 
Birth-place of Simon Magus, and the Metropolis of 
the Province which had betn for fomc Ages the 
Royal Seat of the Kings of Ifrael, but being utterly 
deftroyed by Hyrcanu, had been lately rebuilt by Herod 
the Great, and in Honour of Auguftus Ctcfar, Em- 
peror of Rome, called by him Sebafte. The Samaritans 
were a mixture of Jews and Gentiles, being the Remains 
that were left of the Ten Tribes which were carried 
away Captive, and thofe Heathen Colonies which 
the King of Babylon- brought into their Room ; 
their Religion was accordingly nothing but Judaifm 
mingled with Pagan Rites, though they valued this 
Worfhip of theirs, equal to that of the Temple of 
Jerufalem ; which occafion^d an ancient and inveterate 
Quarrel between them, fo that they had no Intercourfe 
with each other. Hence it was that the Samaritan 
Women wondered that our Saviour being a Jew, 
Should afk Drink of her who was a Woman of Samaria, 
for, fays fhe, the Jews have no Dealings with the Sama- 
ritans. They counted them Heathens, curfed them, 
would not allow them to have any Portion in the Re- 
furre&ion of the Juft ; nor fuffer an Ifraelitc to £at with 
them, nor to fay Amen to their Blefling ; Nay, they 
thought they could not fallen upon oyr BlefTed Lord a 
greater C!wa<fter of Reproach, than to fay that he wa* 
a Samaritan, and had a .Devil. 

D It 
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" It ia true, that when the Apoflles were firll fent 
' abroad, they were charged not to go in the way of 
' the Gentiles, nor to enter into any city of the Samari- 
' tans ; but when Christ by his death had broke down 
* the partition wall, and abolilhed iu his fleih the enmi- 
ty, even the law of commandments* contained in or- 
dinances; then the gofpcl came and preached peace as 
well to them that- were afar off, as them that were nigh. 
And Philip preached the gofpel to the Samaiitans, 

! though fo odious to the Jews, to which he efTe&ually 
prepared his way with many undoubted miracles, as by 
^curing all manner of difeafes, and calling out devils, &c. 

, Whereby the people generally embrace the chriftian 
. do £lrme* - • 

In this city was Simon Magus, who by forccry ar.d 
magiclt art, had infinuated himfelf ii:to the veneia- 
tion of the people, and probably had endeavoured to ' 
perfuade them that he was the true Mcfliah, and the Son 
of God. But Philip's miracles foon confounded ht^ 
falfe pretenficns; fo that the people being ftnfible of 
their error, they uuiverfully docked to hear his tu- 
rnons, and being convinced by the efficacy of his doc- 
trine, and the power of his miracles, they became his 
converts, a, id were by baptifm initiated into the chrif- 
tian faith. Yea, the magician himfelf being confounded 
at the mighty tilings he faw done, proftfled himfelf his 
profelyte and difciple, and was baptized by him, either 

worn 
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from the evidence of truth, or from forof Softer end 
and defign. : ■ - r 

The fame of St. Philip’s fuccefs In Samaria, qui^kl^ 
arrived at Jerufalem, from whence the apoftles forth- 
with difpatched fome of their own number to confirm 
tbcfe new converts in the faith; Peter, and John 
were fcnt upon this errand, who being come, prayed for 
them, "'A laid their hands upon them, whereby the 
miraculous gift of the Holy Ghoft fell upon them. 
Simon Magus observing the wonderful effe&s hereof^ 
was in hopes, that by obtaining the fame power, he 
might recover his reputation with the people ; and 
therefore fought to corrupt the Apoflles with money to 
confer his Power upon him. But Peter fharply re- 
prehended him for the iniquity of his. offer, and advifed 
h^m to make his peace with h^ycn, thereby to pre- 
vent the miferable fate that otherwise did attend 
him: This exhortation had little influence upon him, 
fo that afterwards pretending to fly up to heaven with 
artificial wings, his two invifihle devils, as ’tis faid, 
failing him, he fell down and broke his neek, as we 
have mentioned in the life of St. Peter. After this^ 
an Angel was fent to St. Philip to command him .to 
go forwards to the fouth, unto the way that goes down 
from Jerufalem to Gaza, which is dtfart. Gaza was a 
city antiently famous for the ftrange efforts of Samfon’f 
Aren glh, for his captivity, his death, and the burial 
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of himfelf and enemies In the fame ruin. It was af- 
terwards plundered and laid wade by Alexander the 
Great, according to the prophetical curie of the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah, who foretold it, as if he had feen it 
already done, Baldnefs is come upon Gaza, &c. Philip 
inflantly arofe and vent on his journey, without rea- 
foning with himfelf that it might be a falfe and delud- 
ing vifion which fent him upon an errand-, where* he 
was more likely to meet with trees, and ri5^ks, and 
wild beads, than men to preach to : He went however 
to the wildernefs, well knowing that God never fends 
any of his fervauts upon fuel* foolilh meflages. 

As he was in his way, he efpied coming towards him 
a man of ^Ethiopia, an Eunuch of great authority under 
Candace, Queen of the ^Ethiopians; who had the charge 
of all her treafure, and had come to JerOfalcm to worfhip. 
It is doubtful in what part of the world the country 
lier<r mentioned was iituatc, the world being varioufly 
iifcd in fcripture. ' Some place it in Arabia the Happy, 
irot far from the Pevlian gulph ; yet ft is generally 
thought to be Africa, and in that part of the coun- 
try whofe principal city was called Meroe, lituate in a 
large iflaud, encompafTed by the river Niiu? ; for 
about thefe parts, Pliny tells us, that queens had a long 
time governed under the title of Candace, occaiioned 
l>y the incomparable virtues of a queen of that name, 
who was fo dsar to her people, that her fucccffors in 
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bonom of her took that title upon them ; and *tis 
{aid, the name of the prefent queen wa3 JLacofa, 
daughter of Iting Baazena, arid that {he out-lived the 
death of our Saviour four years. Among the great 
officer! of her court, fhe had one Eunuch, if hot 
mare ; it being the fafliion of thofe Eaitern countries 
to this day to employ Eunuchs in places of gTcat 
truft and honour, and efpecially of near acccfs to, and 
attendance on the queen, they being citeemed per Tons 
of great value and reputation. 

It is faid, that the name of this Eunuch was Judrch, 
a potent courtier, and in office of Hate of prime 
note and quality, being no lefs than High Treafure* 
to the Queen ; nor do we fold that Philip, either at 
liis converiion or baptifm found fault with him for 
his place of greatuefs. St. Peter baptized Cornelius, 
and St. Paul Sergius, the Preconful of Cyprus, into the 
chriitian faith. For his religion he was cucumcifed, 
and under an obligation to obferve the ritel and pre- 
cepts of the law of Mofes, and is therefore called by 
foine of the ancients a Jew : Pie was already entered 
into the knowledge of the true God, and wa* now 
come to Jerufalem, probably, at the fol^nnity of the 
Paffover, or the feafi of Pentecoft, to give public and 
foie mu evidences ot his devotion; though an ^Ethiopian, 
and above four thoufand miles dillant from it j though 
a great Itatelman, and neceflarily {wallowed up in a 
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cwYtl of hidiuefs ; yet he came tt^Jeru falera to worfFiip, 
tKat he might appear before Gon In the place which he 
had chofen above a!! other parts oLthc world to r p!ace 
Ins iiame there. 

- - Having performed Tu&' worflifp at the female, he 
did dot deavt his religion there; but in travelling bi>i:k 
to his own country, even while he fate in his chariot, 
Itc read the feript tires, .and his aftr&ions feemed to he 
travelling towards Heaven. While the Eunuch was thus 
employed, a midleager is fent to him from Gon ; and 
St. Ph it. i p, by a voice ftosi heayen, ot fome , immediate 
iniptratiott, commanded to go near the chariot, ami ad- 
mire fshrinfelf to Imru He' did fo, and found him read- 
ing a chapter in Ifaiah, concerning death and fuffer- 
?ngs of the MciTiah, and his meek and innocent car- 
riage under the bloody and barbarous violences of his 
enemies, \Vh<> treateu him with all manner of cruelty and 
injuilicc. The Eumich' not well underftandrng whether 
the Prophet meant it of bniifelf or another, deiired 
Philip X<f explain 1 it, ft ho being court eoti ft y taken up 
into his chariot, (hcWtd him that all this was meant of, 
and aeeomplifhed in thr Holy Jesus, and difeourfed to 
kim of his nativity, his a&iuos arid miracles, his 
fuffenegs and rtfrtmfricrfl from the dead,; and his 
hfoenfion into 'heaven ; which convinced him that our 
Saviour was the Mefiiah, and he was thereupon dehrous 
to be admitted a member offple chriftian church : 

Being 




Digitized by L.ooq le 



THE D E*A C O N. ' 37 

Boeing come to a pktee where there -was a cxmtemtiKy 
for water, he defined he might be baptized, and har- 
ing profefled his faith in the Sow of God, they both 
r went down into the water, where Ph ini baptized 

him, and wafhed this -/Ethiopian white. The ancients 
fay, that tlie plnx where the Eunuch was baptized, 
was probably near Be difur on, a vTl] age neat twenty 
miles diftant from JcrufaltiiJ, iii die w ay between it and 
Hebron, near to which there is a fph-ng bubbling op 
-at the foot of a a hill : And that lieaven let an rxfra- 
ordinary (cal to bis conwfion, and adraudloa* im>t* 
the cbriiUau faith, and that the Holy GhoSl fejl ugxnt 
laiia; furoiihiug him with miraculous gift s and power, 
and thatvSt. Pui'cir was immediately fnatvhe-d awaj 
‘from hJra, ' ■ . % 

Tliough the Eunuch bad loll his tidor, yet he re- 
joiced that lie had found fo great a treafure as the 
knowledge of Chrift, and the. true way todieaven; 
An<l being . relumed to his own country', be preachod 
and propagated the chri&iViJ faith, and fpread abroad 
the gktd tidings of a Saviour, »«’ which refpd& -Saint 
Jerom calls him the Apoiile of tlw iEtlriopians; wfeercisi 
the prediction of David was fulfilled, ^Ethiopia iluill 
flretch out her bauds unto God, And hence the AUthio- 
pians are wont to glory, appeal’s by the coafeiTioSi of 
the Abyffine Amhaffador, that by m<pms of tills Eoeurh 
athey received baptlfin almo£ t?*e fir/f of any chrlf- 
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tians in the world. And they have a eonflant tradition 
for ma-ny ages, they had the knowledge of the true 
Goo of Ifrari; even from the time of the Queen of 
Sheba, or Seba, as their country is called, who probably 
might govern there; whole name we are told was 
Maqueda, and having learnt from Solomon the know- 
ledge of the JevvTfh law, and received the hooks of 
their religion, taught them to her fubjecls, and fent 
Her fop Meilcch to Solomon, to be i nil ringed and educa- 
ted hy him. This -/Ethiopian Eunuch is reported to have 
buffered martyrdom, and to have been honourably 
buried* and that difeafes were cured, and other mira- 
cies^done at bis tomb. The traditions of that coun- 
try more :patticularly tellji us, that the Eunuch being 
returned home, he fir ft converted Queen Candace, and 
by her deave propagated the chriftian faith through- 
out -/Ethiopia, till meeting w ith St. Matthew the Apo- 
tfk, by their joint endeavours they banifhed idolatry 
out of all thofe parts. He afterwards eroded the 
Red Sen, 'and preached the gofpel in Arabia, Peril a, 
India, and many other e&ftern nations, till at length 
in the ifland Trapobana, fince called Ccilon, the Eunuch 
fealed his doctrine with his blood. 

St. Philip having done the errand upon which he 
\ras 0 fent, was immediately caught up, and carried away, 
no doubt by an angel, and fet down at Azotius, anci- 
ently Afhdod, a Philiftine city In the borders of tbe t 

, tribe 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



‘ - t k'E' i) i A C O N. *9 

tribe of Dan f famous of old for the tempi* of Dagon, 
and the captivity* of the ark for foitie time in tips 
place; and wai how enlightened by St. Philip’s preach* 
ingin all parts thereabouts, till he came to Csefarea, a 
dity rebuilt and enlarged by Herod the Great, and fo 
called in honour of Auguilus Carfar ; eredling it in a 
{lately palaceof ntarbiej called Herod’s Judgment Hall ; 
wherein his nephew Hefod, who For being ambitious of 
greater honours than became a man, was eaten o£ 
worms, ilere dwelt Cornelius, Who together with hi» 
family,* being bkp’tlted by Stl Peter; whs in that ref^sit 
the fir ft fruits of the Gentile world. Hither came 
Agabus, the Prophet* #ho foretold St. Paul’s irapn- 
fonment arid niartyfdom; Here St. Paul himfelf was kept 
prifonef, and hi aide thbfe excellent apoldgie* for himfelf, 
firft before Felix,- £ud afterwards before Jeflus and 
Agnppa. Here alfd Sti Philip Had hi# fioCKe and fa- 
mily, to hich probably.hc how retired, ami where he 
fpent the remainder of ml life i for here ihariy years af- 
ter; we read in the atls, drift St* Paul a$d his company* 
coming from Ptolemais in his journey ttf Jerufalem, en- 
tered into the houfe of Philip the E vartgelHfc, which was 
oneof the feven, and abode with them; and the fame man 
Had four daughters which did prophecy. Thefe virgin 
prophetefTes were endued with the gift of foretelling 
future events, and where *ri in (lance of God’s accorri- 
plilhing an ancient promife, that in the times of the Mef- 
fi ah, he vtould pour out his fpirit upon all ileih, on their 
X i fons 
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fons and daughters, fervants and hand -maidens, and 
they (hould prophefy. How long St. Philip lived after 
his retuifn to Cxfarea, and whether he made any more 
excurfions for the propagation of the faith is not cer- 
tainly known; tt is probable that he died here in peaee, 
tirhere His daughters were alfo buried; and where his 
' houfe and the apartments of his virgin daughters 
were fliewn in the time of St. Jerome; and were vifitdd 
and admitted by the noble, and religious Lady Paula, 
in her journey to the Holy LaipL % 



The 
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Evangelift, wUp wa« dragged about the ttreets till 
he died* 



I T Is generally believed that Timothy was a Lycani- 
an.boro at Lyftra? a noted city of the province; a 
perfou ip whom the Jew, the Gentile? and the chriiliaa 
met altogether: His father was by birth a Greefc, by 
Teligioira Gtntile, or if a Profelyte, at tno& bnt a Pro- 
felyto of the gate, who did not oblTge themfelves to 
uii?cuflv:Kiidn r and the rites of Mofev but only to the 

obfervancc 
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©Wtrvancc of the fcven precepts of the fons oLNoah : 
Hit mother Eunice, daughter to the devout and pious 
Lois, was a Jeweft, who yet did not fertile tp marry 
"with this Greek; the partition wall now tottering, anil 
being jeady to fall, when Jews and Gentiles began thu 8 
to match together. His mother jnd grandmother being 
eminently virtuous, inftru&ed him in the knowledge of 
divine things, ^ tlrat £rqm a child he was accjuai^ted 
with the holy feriptures i and being educated in : the 
Jewiih religion* it made way for his conversion to the 
chriftian faitfy.' And St. ^suV, iiF pnvfuance o| his 
commifiion to preach the gofpei to' t^e Gentiles, 
ing to Antioch in Pilidia^ thence to Iconium, and fp to 
Lyftra, the miraculous cure of, an impotent cripple 
there, made ^ray fpf |he entertainment of the ckrif- 
tiati doctrine, and among others \ye are told that the 
parents of Timoth y embraced thcTaine ; who kindly 
entertaining the Apoiile at his haufe, apd wholly resign- 
ed up their fun to his care andcoetdud.' About.twa 
years after, Sj. Paul corai ng tf take' V view of^fhefe* 
countries about Ly(lra r he made choice of Timothy, 
recommended to him by ^he umvtrfal teftimpny of tKc 
ehriftians thereabout, as an Evangel ill, to be his aJSft- 
int and companion in his travels. ‘ ' ' 

But Timothy not being cieetrmcifed, &. Paul knew 
it would be a mighty prejudice to his miniftry among 
the Jos’* 1 who were extraoydiiiary zealous for circurft- 
\ v- ’* riflon 
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* cifion j He therefore becoming, in lawful filter*, 

things to ail men that he ought gain more, caufed him, 
topafs under that ordinance. 

i f i 

St. Paul thus provided^ w}jh a mee$ coinpaniop,, 
they pafled through Phrygia and Galatia, came down to 
Troas, thence they fet fail for Samothracia, and fo to 
Keapolis, whence they pafled to Philippi, the metre- 
ppli$ of, that part of ^acfdonia, , where being evil-en- 
treated^by the magiftrutes and people, they came to 
Thcdalonica, whence the fury and malice of the Jews, 
made them fly to Berea. Here they n*et with more 

7 >i • • t- > 

generous people, who reat^lj embraced the chrifiiap 
faith, after they had compared, it with the p redittions 
pf the Prophets concerning the Mefliah y but the impla- 
cable Jews* forced the chrify'ans. to conduct St. Paul 
privately to Athens, while Silas and Timothy who^n 
^hey did not fo much malign* ftayed behind to confirm 
the converts of this place. After this Timothy com- 
ing to Athens, St. Paul difpatcbed him tq ThelTalonica, 
to enquire into the tyate of chrifliapity in that city : 
Frpm whence he in a wh }}$ tft turned to St. Paul with 
the welcome news of ( their $r ip nefs and conlbai\cy in 
the truth, who prefen tly ^rit^s his firfl epiille to then}, 
in the front whereof. h*; not only inferted his own name, 
but alfo thofe of. Sila»and Timothy ; the like he did 
ih hit fecoud epiftle tothe Theflalonians, which not long 
tfterhe .feat them, tQ fupoly the want of hit perfonat 
'• ' " ' " • ' - ii&nci' 
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presence Which they had fuch an inclination :hl*, and 
Tupaflidriately d£fifed* * ? 

Eighteen months at tcaft they continued at Corinth, 
when St. Patil toot a journey to Jerufalem; and then 
to Ahtiochi ab‘d having travelled over the countries of 
Galatia * ahd Phrygia, to eflablifh the* gofpel among 
themi he Came to Ephefiis, where though he met with 
great opposition, yet he preached with greater fuetds ; 
and jtho* he refbtved to go into Macedonia, he was forced 
'to fend TmoThiy and Eraftiis m his Head; who having 
done their errand, tctlf'l d to Ephefds to aflift in pro- 
moting the affairs of religion in that place. St. Paul 
having coft tin uied thre£ years at Ephefus, and the parts 
adjacent, determined to depart for Macedonia 1 Having 
lioyv, asEufebius writes, conititated Timothy Governor 
and ' Bftfcop of* the church of ‘ Ephefus ; being about 
'tWt time ns Is fuppofed about thirty or thirty -five 
years df age; who tW he was thus fettled, yet accom- 
panied St,. Pant fortie part of his journey into Greece, 
and bein£ returned to his charge, the apoftle wrote 
his fitfi epiftje to’ him toeWourage hint ia 1 his duty, 
and Ufrecl bin* Howto behave htiiffeff in that eminent 
Ration in which he had fet Kim ; the 'epiftlc* being a 
ftiort draught of ' the life ^arid "cOnVertron of tlfofr 
Who are appointed to be the guides sad minifters of re- 
ligion. ^ The troYy man^foRotfed hfs dire&fons, and 

wa* ao ‘doubt 'faithful to- hi* tmR, which he matntgqd 
■ ^ wkh 
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vf h r.H care and diligence. St. Paul about fix. years, 
after b< ing a prifoner at Rome, wrote a fecund cpiftlc to> 
Timothy, t° excite him a rnighty care and fidelity ip 
, ^;’ r n Ir.ing the faMe aad fubtle infinuations of fedu«-» 
ccri; ordering him to come with all fpeed to Rome, 
w'ho $c£ r ^ n 2ty came and joined with him in the feveral 
cpiftle? rr, ^ten thence to the Pliilippian6, Colofilans, 
and to jhiVmon, as his name in the front of them does 
abandd* '7 deelarel During his flay tit Rome, he was 
a ~ c;l »me occafion caft. into pr.’foa, but again fet at 
yvrty about the time of St. Paul’s enlargement, as 
that A po flies clearly intimates in the clofe of the eptftle 
r the Hebrews : After which he came back to Ephe- 
f'V and probably never removed till his tranflatioiv into 
And here he became acquainted with St. John' 

the dir-uc, who lav in the bofom of our Loro. 

V ' ) t 1 h p V : 1 ’T'v. : 

T: lyhefians were a loofe, impions, wanton, effe- 

minate, prophatle and prodigal people, and banilhed 
Herr/vjdoriM, becraufe he was more fober, and thrifty' 
’iia" the re if. They were llrangely bewitched with the’ 
ltudy oi magick, forcery, and divination, and miferably 
over-run with idolatry, efpecially of the temple and 
worftiip of Diana, for which they were famous through 
the whole world. They had many idolatrous feftivals, 
which were celebrated after this manner. They habited 
themfelves in antick drefs, and covering their face 
with ugly vigors, that they might aot be known, with 
’> ■ -* • clubs 
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club.in thiir ’hands, they carried idols, in a wild and 
ft'antrck: ntan'ner/ up arid down the. more eminent pla, 
ecs in the ett^j Tinging certain forigs 1 and' vtrfes to 
them, arid without any companion or refpedt to agf or 
flex, (etting* upon hfl perfonfe that they met,* beatir^ ou fc 
their brains* glorying ili ft a* a brate atchieveriie%; ^ n< | 
a gtcat hohb-ur td their Gods. * ' 1 

, This exccribk cUfiom offended all pious ; 

dally St. Timothy* whofe fpirit being grieved 
Ravage barbarities, he endeavoured to reclaim them by 
mild intre^tits* which riot prevailing : with this head- 
lirong rabble, he comes to them in the midft of the 
ftreet, upon one bf thofe fatkl folem#ities, arid teprpv/ 
ed them with fome fliarpnefs and feverity who bc^jr 
impatient of being controultd in their wild extrayagatt- 
ces, they fell upon him with their clubs, Jbeat and drag- 
ged him.up. a »4 down, andthrfn -left him for deko*, whien 
it happened fome chriftians finding him yet to breathy 
took him up, and lodged Him without the gate rif tW 
city,. ; where . the tb i rd day, after he c x$ired 4 and 
hmitd by tha chnftians qf Uphefua, in A placr called Piotii 
where hj$ Jbody .fecurely reiled for ages, ; tift, C*jv-c 
f^qfi#<3 tfrf: Q*at, ea^fed it to [, he trao(lated tq;Co|iw 
ftaptujbojl^ a,i}d r b£ i nt o rabed > £ Qgefcber with thofe of §1^ 
Andrew and^t. ^ul^e, in the great church .ere&edby 
t hat Cmperpr. to > the holy Apoftles. He goffered mar-' 

jyrdpffi. i^k. pf 9 o^V>*,iybqi% 

" ' ' ~ ** iiih&y-hvc* 
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ninety- five years after the death of «iiir Saviour. Si* 
T*mothy was a man of no healthful conftitution, and 
had frequent diflempers aflaulting him, which St. Chry- 
follom conceived were in a great meafure owing to hit 
Extraordinary tertiperancej and too frequent fadings, 
an effectual means to fuhdue thofe youthful lufts, which 
St. Paul cautioned him to avoid, bread and water being 
his ufual fare, which weakened his appetite : t Info- 
much, that St. Paul was forced to impofe it as a kind of 
law upon him, that he fhould no longer drink watery 
but ufe a little wine for his ftomach’s fake, to ftrengthen 
his infirmities : Though it appeared that his foul being 
infpired with a true love to God, bodily weaknefs was 
not fo great an impediment, when there vtas fuch a quick 
#nd generous mind to enliven it. 



* Tfce 


Digitized by UooQle 



The LIFE of St. T ITU'S, "Bifhop of 
who died iii ‘that Ifland. 



T H E ancient writers of the church make little 
mention of this holy man, fo that who, and 
whence he was, is not known, but by uncertain probabi- 
lities. St. Chryfoltorn conje&iiTes, that he was born at 
Coiiuth, hecaufc in feme ancient manufcjripts, mention 
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ft made of St. Paul’s going to Ctmrith into the Houfe 
of one Tit. is, named JiiilUs, One that worthipped God, 
A&s i& Later Authors generally conceive him tO 
be born in Crete, nbw Candfa, a famous i/laftd lrt the 
TEgean Sea ? and that he was of no common Extraft, 
but of the Blood Royal of the Kings of Crete. But 
whatever his Parentage was, we aid fure he Was a 
Greek, probably both by Nation aOd Religion. The 
Greek Church in their public Offices gave the following 
Account of His younger Years arid Ccfnvcrfion to Chrif- 
thnity; that being fprung from noble Parents, his 
Youth was confecrated to Learning, and a generous 
Education., At twenty Years Old lie heard a Voice, 
lfthieK told hini he mull depart thence that he might favtf 
his Soul, for that all his Learning elfe would be of little 
Advantage to him- He not being fatistied with this 
V/lrnirig, defined again to hear the Voice: A Yea* 
after he Was again commanded in a VifTou to perifft the 
Volume of the Jewifii Law : He thereupon opened 
B?)6lc, and calt his Eye upon that of the Prophet tfaiaffj 
Keep fitenc£ before met) Iflands, and let the People re 
their (Irength ; letthemcome near, then letthemfpeak: let 
us come near together in judgment, &c.w4ierupon his Un- 
cle at that time Proconfnl ofCrete, having heard the farrr c 
of oijr Saviour’s Mh'aclcs in Judea, ferit him to Jtrufalem; 
vfhfere he continued till Chrid-s Afcenfion, when: he wai 
Converted' by that famous Sermon of St. 
whereby hel g^ned at once three thoufand Souls : Thi* 

Rory, 
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/ 

Story is pretended to be derived out of the A&s faid t^ 
be written by Zenas, the Lawyer, mentioned by St, 
Paul; but of what Authority 1 know not ; and there- 
fore proceed tQ what is more certain* 

Tjtu* being arrived in Judea, or the Parts therea- 
bouts,' and convinced of the Truth and £>ivinity of the 
Chriftian Faith, he became Stj. Paul^Convert and Difci- 
ple, though when or where’ Converted we find not : It 
may be fuppofed, that he either followed St* Paul> in 
the Nature of a Companion and Attendant ; or that 
be incorporated himfelf into the Church of Antioch $ 
where lyhen the famoqs Cpntroverfy arofe concerning 
Circumcifion, and the Ceremonial. Law, as being 
equally nccefiary to he obfcrved with 'the Belief and 
ifraaice of Chrifttamty,’ they detennined that Paul and 
• Barnabas fhoutd go up 16 Jerusalem, to the Apoftles and 
Llders, about this Queftiop. In the number of thelje that 
were fent, was Titus, whdmSr. Paid (being encouraged 
%q perform that Journey by a particular Ii^rjation,) 
Was willing to take along with him ; when they came 
thither, fonic zealous Jews, pretending to be Chriftian 
Converts, Winded themfelves into St. Paul’s company 
and acquaintance, ftridly obferying what liberty hj r 
look in point of legal rites, that they might find 
matter toaccufe him ; and charged him that he preached 
|o, and converfed with the Gentiles, and. that 1 itus, an 
uqcircumcifed Greek w^s Li* mUmate ae|«aiutance, fj 
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that there wag no way but to circumcife him, to malte 
it manifeft, that he had no intention to undermine the 
TJteft and cuftom of the law. This St. Paul would 
by no means con Tent to 5 for though h? wag content at 
another tin)e to circumcife Timothy, a Jew V the 
mother's fide, that he might pltafe the Jews to tbtir 
fdificatiap, and to gain them to the faith ; yet he 
pow refufed to circnmeife Titus a Gentile, that be 
might not feem to betyay the liberties of the Gofpcl, 
harden the Jews in their tinreafoiysble and inveterate 
prejudices tgainft the Gentiles, and difeourage them ftx>m 
embracing chriftiauity : Be therefore porormptarily 
refitted the Importunity of the Jews in this .particular* 
and his pra^ice herein was foon after jullified by the 
decree of the Council, fummoned to determine this 
matter. 

The affair about which they were fent to the 'Synod 
at Jerofalem being djfpatohed, Titus no doubt returned 
with St. Paul to Antioch, and thence accompanied him 
i.n his travels, till having viiited the churches of Syria, 
5*nd Cilicia, they fet fail for Crete or Candia ; where St. 
Paul earneflly employed hipiftlf to preach and propagate 
t{ie chriftian Religion, delighting to be the firft irtf. 
fenger of the glad tidings of the Gofpel in ail place* 
where he came, not planting in another man's line, or 
building things made ready to his hand. But becaufc the 
c^re of other churches called upon him, and would nrt 
v allow 
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allow Mm to coat in lie long enough here <6 fettle and 
ctoaftiaiiity, the atiOients, arid particularly 
Ettfrhins, declares, that he cortfthoted TitUs bifhopof 
that rfctfLd; Which like wife feemft founded it* Sr. Paul’s 
©wu ilitimatiOfi, where be teUsTrrus, For this cattfe I 
left t!te£ in Crete, that thou fhoald fee in Order the tbrng* 
that are Wanting, and ordain tide** m every church as 1 
had appointed thee. Several years after Ti*rOa continued 
to his charge at Crete, when he received a fnmmong 
hem St. Pitfl, then ready to depart to Ephefus s Tht* 
Apciftfe hid defiled A polios to aecompaiVy Tiwoth y andr 
fosne others whom he had feut to Corinth} hut he 
chiding CathertO get to Crete, by him and Zenas he wrote 
an cpiilie to Ti»«s> to flfr him up to be a<Ekire and 
vigilant, and ttftericU him how to behave hioifelf in that 
fcation wherein he had placed him ; which indeed was 
absolutely neceflary for him, who had to deal with fueh 
aloofe and untoward generate of men as the Crttwns 
were ; the country itfelf being not more fruitful and 
pit Ut eons, than the manners of the people We*e debauched 
amd vicious. And St. Paul puts Titus iri mind, what a 
tod characfcer^Epimenides the poet, a native' of Crete who 
certainly knew them tu ft, had giten them, who fays, 
Tiie Crctians are always liars, evil beads, flow-bellies, 4 * 
Fohbius, a Heathen author (as well as others) charge 
the fame things upon them f He fays. That nri where' 
could be lounct more fubtlc in d deceitful 'Wits, and ge- * 
ntrally more wicked and deceitful connftls ? that they 

were 


Digitized by UooQle 



B 2 SHOP OF CRETt 41 

were fa very fordid and coretor «, that they Kcpii^ul 
p orbing hnfc or dilhopeft that was but gainful or advan- 
tageous* Bc&ies* they were idle npd impatient of labour 
gluttonous, *mh 3 intemperate, ycywilhug t> . take. a«y 
j>aiRS farti^ef than to make pro^tliou for tlju? ; ood 

the cffe&s of eafe and plenty, they, vere w?wtf<a* 
and laeivipas, and prone to the yjlcli and ba&ft forjt «f 
juft, «*veu fodomy ilftlf. And this being the cafe, St, 
Paul bids Titus to reprove them &arply for tlxtar 
cwrupt and depraved tu a oners. 

The rnfdi? pf this epiftlc to Tirtns cottfifts of rule* 
-apd dtre<Qion$ to fevejal ranks and relations cf men* 
and iidlru&s biflfc in the qualihcatkms of palbors 
teacher* ; that they ought to be. meek and impafit®i>* 
Otc, (rep from th< love of wine, and a. Adore afu* 
riches, by fordid and r*»yetQrts ddigus; kind and ha£- 
pitale ; lovers of goodnefs and good men; model 
and prudent ; j J ift and honed : ; fhri efi and temperate 5 
firm and constant in owning and averting the do&rint* 
of cliriftianijty that had been delivered to them, able 
both to perfuade and comfort others, and mightily 
convince tho'fc that refill and oppofe the truth 2 Fsq; 
the poifon of error had infi ra^aled itfelf into tbe$c 
Cretians, together with the- eutertaiutnent of dbrifli- 
anky ; there being many tiqruly and vain talker^, 
cfpecially they ol the circumcifion, who 
'to corrupt the doefnae of the gofpcl with Jewish 

fables* 
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fables, groundleSs and unwarrantable traditions, rnift?- 
-cal cabaliftic explications, and fooliSh ifjueftions and 
genealogies; which they likewife minted with principles 
of great loofenefs and Jibeity, that they might thfc 
better iriffnuate theirifelves into the affe&kms of men^ 
whereby they brought over numerous pfofelytes to their 
party ; of Whom they made merchandise^ gaining 
Sufficient advantage to them Selves, So that it watf 

abfolutely neceflary thefe mens mouths (hould be Slip- 
ped, who, under pretence of chriftian liberty, per- 
verted men from the true religion, and the plainnefs 
and Simplicity of the gofpel. Having done with minr- 
ffcers, St. Paul proceeds to give directions for perfons of 
all ages and capacities, whether old or young, men of 
women, children or Servants. And then of morC 
public concernment, rulers and people, and indeed 
how to deport themfelves in the general carriage of their 
lives* 

The Apoftle departing from Ephefus, was come t6 : 
Troas, where though they had a fair opportunity to 
preach the gofpel, yet, he fays, he had no reft in his 
fpirit, becaufe he found nbt Titus his brother, whom 
he impatiently expected to bring him an account of 
the Slate of the church of Corinth. Whether Titus 
had been with him, and been fent upon this errand, 
or had been commanded by him to take .Corinth in hi» 
way to Grctt it not known. Not meeting him there, 

away 
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away he goes for Macedonia, where at "length Titus 
arrived, and comforted him under all his other forrows 
and difficulties, with the joyful news of the happy 
condition of the church of Corinth, and how readily 
they had reformed thofe mifearriages which in hra former 
epifile he had charged upon them. Soon after St. 
Paul having received the collections of the Macedonian 
churches for the indigent chriltiaus at Jerufalem, he 
fentback Titus, and with him St. Luke to Corinth, 
t» excite their chanty, and prepare their contribu* 
tions againfl his own arrival there, and by them he 
wrote his fccond epifile to the church. Titus faith- 
fully difeharged VI s errand to the church of Corinth, 
and having performed his fer vices for which he was 
lent, returned, we may fuppofe, back to Crete. Nor 
do we hear any further account of him till St. Paul's 
knpfifoiiment at Rome, whither, fome authors relate, 
he came about two years after him, and continued 
with him till Ids martyrdom, whereat he was preient, 
and together with St. Luke, committed him to the 
grave. Which account feems very . doubtful, fiace St. 
Paul hinifslf fays, 2 Tim. 4. T07 l>efore hi3 death, thstt 
Titus had left him, and was gone into Dalmatia, a 
province of Illyrium, to plant' that fierce and warlike 
nation with the gofpel of peace, taking it probably in 
his way in order to return to Crete. 

And this is the lafi notice we End taken of 
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fu thd hiiiy wrhfngs $ r rfdf tkr -the'* ‘•Records of tbe 
fhitffh henc^forwiifd ftirnirh u 4 with -*Wy <ertanv me- 
ifttifiA of' VeWiarks cohcehiirig j hfm, • Other ' oatkof* 
6 f fhfjetted credit^ tdi'tir, that TiTdiTConttrtfed Piitfy 
tfHe^ ymitiger^. that leaf fed and^tofpient'taaiv, iVbfcooful 
bf‘ Bfthynia r and intimate Priv^ Counsellor to 
Site Bmp £fOT,‘ to the ekrtftian faith : For they relati^ yhat 
Pfirry rettrfhihg frchVi his pra^tKe in Bithyi&ia landed at 
CjUdc,;' Avh*rf thte Emperoi* h#d Commanded hi til. to 
eh®'Si tenrtpfe PS Jupiter; • which-fwas aixovdingty 
dtfne, hnd’ftb ‘f^neflWiifri^dj but 8t. T^rfrs curfed tty 
atid k' 7 mRTedi\ttety ttimfeled to tihe ground* The 
Pfbcoffhl^e^n^' '^tf^iinly 'troubled^ dfcftte '(vTtfe ftdiiri 
ftf fciVey4«i*0 the fad* many to ret|ueft: ty* cawnfcd? 
Itfhd adflifetl begin it irt tWriaane of>theGo/> of 

the ’Oh-d0.rai>j», and k Would nafcifait t».npraffitT f be 
did- ifb, ?. anB haying* frnrfhed ity , .PUoyhimfolf, wifcbi 
bis fair; wfre bpptifced. But ta leave this Rory asf 
we fold ity the ancients {wyv r Sf.* *Tixui lived tall’ bo 
Was <$4. .years' of age, ahd died .‘in i^fcace, . lyiog" b.u-r, 
yle'd^l^ Oete, -in 'the lame jehliTchy -fiiy^he /Roawmp> 
wtororttf St. Paul otJaiued him.Blfliop of thAt ,idahd ‘£ 
whitdl ioiuib b$.* undtyflood !q£ ar church : 
builtt^ it not bem£ K-ktdv there ilumld. he any at;.thnt 
tim^e . Jkt rCandia, the metropolis of Crete, .was? 
an ancient and beautiful oUncch^-dedicated 1 (% v S|,.T*t.US,: 
wherein, under the high altar, his remains are faid to 
fc* Ifonottrafely laid -dp> v aifci Were -by tho Groel is bml 

Rowans- 
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had in great veneration before that famous city 
fell into the* hands of the Turks. The \VcfteTO^ 
.church celebrate his fellival upon January and tli£ 
Greeks, August 25.. 



D IONYSIUS Vv’afi born at Athens, a place famous 
for arts and'fcienCefc, to which perfons came ' 
from all parts of the wofld, to accomplirfj theiftfelye$ 
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in polite and ufeful learning. Though we find nothing 
faid of his parents, yet we may conclude him to be of 
noble birth, at lead not of the common rank, feeing 
none were admitted to be Areopagite Judges, unlefs 
they were nobly-born, and eminently exemplary for a 
virtuous and fober life. He was indru&ed in all the 
learned fciences of Greece, wherein he was an early 
proficient : When he was about 25 years old, he is 
faid to have gone into Egypt, that he might perfect 
himfelf in the ftudy of the mathematics, and be ac- 
quainted with their fecret and mydical philosophy. ilc 
fettled himfelf at Heliopolis, a city between Coptus 
and Alexandria, a place chofen by the • ^Egyptian 
prieds, admirably advantageous for the contemplation, 
of the heavenly bodies, and the ftudy of philofophy 
and aflronomy ; where a very ancient hiftorian affures 
us that Abraham himfelf lived, and taught the 
A£gy£tian priefts adronomy, and like wife other parts 
of learning, 

Dionisius continuing his ftudies in this town, ouf 
memorable accident is reported; Jesus Christ the 
Son of God, was ctbout this time delivered up at 
Jeru&lem, to a fhaftvefuf afril painful death; by* the 
Jiands of violence and injudice ; when the fun, as if 
afhamed to behold fo great a wicked ntfs, bid his head* 
and put on mourning, to wait npon the funeral of its 
mafter : This eclipfe Ava« contrary to all the known 

rules 

\ 
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rules and laws of nature, it happening at a full 
moon, when the moon is at its greateft diftanoe from 
the fun, and caufed a flrange darkhefs for three hours 
together, over all the earth, as is unanimoufly attefted, 
not only by the tour Evangeliits, but Trallianus, 
fometime fervant to Trojan, the Roman Emperor, 
who (peaks of an eclipfe of the fun aboht that time, 
whereby the day was turned irtto nigh, and the ftars 
appeared at noon, accompanied with an earthquake, 
wliereby many houfes at Nice, in.Bithynia, were 
overthrown. Apollophanes, beholding this ftrangc 
eclipfe, cried out to Dionysius, that thefe were 
changes and revolutions of fome great affairs ; to whom 
the other replied. That either God fiiffered, or at leaf! 
fympathized, and bore part with him that did. 

Dionysius having finifhed his {Indies at Hcliopfo, 
lis, returned to Athens, admirably accomplished to 
ftrve his country, and was accordingly advanced to tye 
one of the judges of the Areopagus, a place of great 
honour and renown. This Areopagus was a “famous 
fenatc-howfe, built upon a hill in Athens, whereir* 
affcmbled their great court of Juftice, the moll facred 
and venerable tribunal in all Greece. Under their 
cognizance came all the greater and more capital caufes, 
and efpeeialiy matters of religon, blafphemy againft their 
Gods and them 5 and therefore 8t. Paul was arraigned 
before this court, as a fetter forth of {trange 

Gods, 
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(floes, , when he preached to t^em co*qerning J«svs and. 
tj^ ryfurrccli^n. They were exa&ly upright a nd im» 
garxial iji,]t^cic proceedings,, apd heard caufes at night,, 
or lit the dark,, that the perfun of the plaintiff or the. 
pleader uiight have no undue influence upon theon.^ 
There was n.o appeal from their fente.nc^ : Their num- 
ber; i«/i 4 }.cej tain, fomc. ipakiag them niije, others thirty-, 
one# and others fifty-one, . . . 

In tills grave and venerable alTeitibly l fnte Diony^* 
siijs, \vheu St. Paul/ about forty pine or fifty years 
alter the peath orf our Saviour, came , to Athens ; 
where he rcfolntely a fli rted the caufe of chrillianity 
anjainfl the attempts of the Stoick and Epicurean' phi - 
lofophers, who appearrd vehemently againft it. The 
Athenians* who were very curious In mhtters '6f rtrft- * 
gion, not underftandi ng. this new and flrange doflrijoe 
that he taught, prefetitly brought hii» before the Are- 
opfigite fenate, where in an elegant oration, he wiffi 
the utmofl ftrength of reafon, plainly demon it rated the 
folly Sind abfurdity of thofenvtny vain deities which* they , 
blindly worfhipped, and explained to theua that infinite^ 
being that mad r e and governed the world, and what 
indifpsnfihte ; obligations he laid upon all mankind to 
worfhip and adore Him, efpeciatty for lus exceeding’ 
love and. kind ncf», in. fending his owh fon to publifh 
fo excellent a religion to the world. Though his 
difedurfe ivas looked upon by fome With ficorn aid* 

} * u ' ' * " r laughter,’ 
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In tighter, yet it wanted not an happy influence upon 
many whom it convinced of the rtafonabienefe ^nd 
divinity the chriftian faith t Among whom was 
Bhohvstus-, one ort the judges that (ate upon him* and 
l>amcrts 4 (who St. Chryfofltom fays, was his Wife) 
jind prokabty his whole bmifc. An ancient attthdr re- 
lates a particular difpute between DroNYsrrs and St. 
Paul* about the unknown God, who Was God-Man, 
and Was to appear in the latter agts, to reform the 
^rOrld. This the Apoflle (hewed ro be the holy }e$u^, 
Pately dome down from heaven, andfo fatiified DroxY- 
iius, that he prayed hirxr to intercede with heaven, 
that he might 1 bfe fully confirmed in this belli f. The 
rieXt day St. I^aul having reflored fight to pne r lha t 
(Vas born blind, charged him to go to 1 )ion ysiXT's, and 
by that ; tokerf reclaim his pfoinrfe to be his convert : 
Who being aihaied at this fight, readyily renounced 
his idolatiy, and was with his whole family baptized 
into thi faith of Christ'. An author of ' the "filte 


fufpeAed authority, fays. That Dionysius travelled 
With St.- Pauifcrr three yen*s aftet his converfitm, 
then conftituted him Bifiiop of Athens ; that he TO&fc 
a D jourm:y to Jerufalem,: to meet the Apoftles, c wKai 
afrr faid to have come from ail parts of the WO&fto'be 
prefeat at the fell hours of the Bldfed Virgin ; and 
thht he made fevCral vifits to the churches in Phry- 
gia .and Achaia, to v plant and confirm thb chriftia^ 
fejth:- ViI -: ■' * • ' •’ ; *- v 

; w After 
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After this, the writers of his life generally make 
Lim. prepare for a much longer journey : That having 
fettled his affairs in Athens, and nominated a fuc- 
cefTor in his biihoprick, he is faid to go to Rome* from 
whence he was difpatched by St. Clemens into France, 
where he planted the faith, aijd founded an episcopal 
fee at Paris, when, about the ninetieth year of his 
*ge, he returned into the eaft to converge - with St. 
John at Ephefus ; thence back again to Paris, where 
he fuffered martyrdom, and among a multitude of other 
miracles reported of him, by fome credulous authors, 
he is faid to have taken up his head, after it had been 
cut off by the executioner, and to have carried it in his 
hands (an angel going before, and an heavenly 
choir of angels fmging.all the way) for two miles 
together^ till he came to the place of his interment, 
where he gently laid himfelf down* and was there ho- 
nourably entombed. A ftoryvery improbable, and 
which fevcral authors of reputatiop make no mention 
off Nothing of certainty being related of him, but 
yvhat Aridities, the chriilian philofopher lias left 
t^pos record, in hi> apology for the chridian religion, 
( who himfelf lived, and svas probably born at Athens, 
not long after Dionysius). That after a mod refolut^ 
and eminent confeffion of the faith ; aftet having un- 
dergone feveral of the fevered kinds of torments, he 
^ave the lad and greated teilimony of it by laying 
down hi$ life, being beheaded, as is mod probable in 

the 
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tftfc reig rt tof Domitian the Roman Emperor, about 
107 Years after the Paffion of our Saviour. Many 
miracles are reported to have been performed by him 
both before and after his death : Among others, that 
in a village, in the Province of Luxenbubgh, not far 
from Treves, is a Church dedicated to St. Dennis, 
therein is kept his fkull, at lead a piece of it, on the 
crown whereof is a white crofs, while the other parts 
Of the fkull ave black. This, common tradition, and 
fome authors avouch it, will have to be made, when 
St. Paul laid his hands upon him at his confecration. 
Which if fo, I have no more to obferve, but that or- 
ders (which the ancient church make a facrament) did 
here even in a literal fenfe confer an indelible charade* 
and mark upon him. 

The ftiApc and figure of his body is by the Greek 
.Men jeon thus deferibed : He was of .a middle ftaturt, 
flcnder, fair, but inclining to palenefs, his nofe grace- 
fully bending, hollow-eyed, with fhort eye-brows, hit 
ears large, his hair thick and white, his beard mo- 
derately long, but very thin. For the image of hit 
mind expreffed in his difeourfes, and the excellent 
condud of his life, the Greeks according to their 
magnifying humour as well as language, bellow mod 
hyperbolical elegies and commendations on him. They 
IHle him, the facred interpreter and conte mplator t>f 
hidden and ynfpeakablc myfleries, and an unfcarchable 
3 H depth 
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depth of Heavenly knowledge the iriaity dlvlney 
Hie divine inftrwnent ot thofe enlivening graces tliat 
are abotfe all conipreheitfion. They fay of him that his. 
life! ^»afl wonderful, hh difcourfe more wonderful * 9 
his tongue full of light, his mouth breathing an holy* 
file ; but his mind moil exa&ly like to God ; with a 
grioat deal tnore ' of the like nature up and down their 
•fires. And certainly . the nations, which 1 he ha* 
£iv*n.the thing* of that .fupramundane Rate, are dear 
and certim*: 


* # in * a 
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The L I F E of St. CLEM E N S,‘ Bifhpp 
of Rom t 9 who was drowned in the Sea. 



I T adds not a little to the honour of this venera- t 

ble Apofllical man, that he wa3 fellow labourer^ 
with St. Paul, and one of thofe whoft? names are, 
written in the book of .life: Pie was bortf at Roms*. 
upon mount CjS.lius, his father’s ^ame was TAirar!*- 
: NU 5# 
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nus, but we do^ot find who he was, or what profeffion 
or Qonrfe of Kfo he followed. . Indeed in the book of 
Recognitions, which though liable in fome cafes to juil 
exceptions, yet being of gieat Antiquity in the Church, 
written t\ot long after the Apoflolic age, fome temar^s 
may be taken out pf them ; 'fherein wp 'find St. Cle- 
mens giving this account of himfelf. 

He was dcfceqded of a noble race, fprung from the 
farpily of the C^sars, his father Faustjnianus, or 
Faustus, being near akin to the Emperor Tiberius, 
and educate^ with him, and by Jus procurement married 
MAttiDiA, a womau born of oqe of the chi^f fami- 
lies of Ro.Mr. He wjjs the youngfft of three fons, 
his two el^er brotl^tr? being Faust inus auid Faustus, 
who after phanged their names for Nicetas , and 
Aqj^ila. His mother, a wom^n, it (perns of exquisite 
beauty, wa? by her hu /band’s own brother flrongly 
Solicited to uuchafle embraces, to avoid whofc trouble^ 
iome importunities, and yet Ipth to reveal it to btp 
huihai^d, left it fhould occafion diflurbance and di/ho- 
nour, to their family, Hie pretended to her ludband tha{ 
was commanded in a dream i together w ith her tvv^ 
tide'll fons, to depart for fome time from Rome. Itc 

• * . i r . 

accordingly fent 'ihep to reluk at Athens, for the 
gi eAtcr convcniency of their education ; But hearing 
nothing of them, though he (cut me/Tengcis on puipoie 
every year, he rcfblvcd ut lad go. himfeif ;n purfuit of 
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th'etn ; which he did, leaving hip yjpsgtft Con, then 
tweJv: years of age, at home, uijder the pare of 
tutors and guardians. St. CtSMtas grew pp in ab 
manly Hudies and yirtpops adions, till fylliqg wider 
fume great dilktisfa^inqs of mind cpncerpiivg the im- 
mortality pf the Ida], and the ftatp of the pther life, 
he applied himfelf t .> (raryh morp narrowly into the na- 
ture and truth of things >% and refqjved to £onfult tluj 
Egyptian Magicaqs, whether by thrir dar]t «yt they 
were able to fetch bach one of tl^pfe that, were departed 
into the ir^vifible world, or raife a /man from tfy: dead, 
the very light of whom tpjght fat}pfy thuf curious en- 
quiries, about this matter. \VhiJe he was undci this 
fufpence, he beard pf the foil of God’s appearing in 
the Wqrhl, and the excellent dwffrine he publilhed in 
Judea $ wherein hr was farther iqftrn&ed by the iqiuir 
^ry of St. Qarnabas, vyhp came to Kome. Him he 
followed, firft to Alex and r ia, and thence after a lit-i 
tie time to Judea ; arriving at Caesarea, he mc< 
with St. Pbtej^ by whom he was inllru&ed and bap- 
tized, whole companion and difciple he continued for 

great paft of his lift. His father arid mother, and' 
his two, brothers, after various mif adventures which 
happened to them, by divers ftrange accidents met all 
s,fterv\^rds together, and were at length converted, 
and baptized into the Chriftian faith* 

'f’hia account is given in thofe ancient writings, and 

1 4 
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kk certaiidyl^wnv and molt Authors, unanirpouJIy, 
agree that St. Cle«vens was Bifliop of Rome ; 
but ‘there are feme difficult its - about, the: fucceffroQ 
®f the -foO** firft Biftops of that and a great 
TOny dort^overfi^s thereon ; feme k writ<r8 tells ua, that 
5>ti’ IVteiT feting ftirfibl*' of his approbating ^lifoluti^ 
on'y prcfentetl Clemens before the Church as a ht per* 
fbato be Ms fncdefibr; the good man with aH itaaghna-y 
Me modefty declined the honour, which St. Fste* i*i 
• long difcoOrfe i/rged u/> on him, and fet out at iaigo 
the particular dirties both of Minifters in their refpccljve: 
orders and capackica,- l as gif© of the people i irhlclt 
done, belaid 'hiy-hands upon- hi'tn, and carp polled /.him' 
to tnke his frat. How he adminilred this great and 
tUfHcdit pr ovince, * the ecctefiafttCHl records give very 
little ‘account ; neither can we rely abfoluj:rly upon the 
credit and fmgle tefUmony of Authors in matters fo 
i emote and Si it ant V they tell qs, that he di^'patcktdi 
away feveral perfons to preach and prapag^tcuhe chriir; 
tfcm : religion in thofe countries,' wfattt her thd found of 
}hc gofpi 1 bad hot yet -arrived : Nor did he only con- 
cern himfelf to propagate tire faith where it was not, 
Jiui to preftrve the peace ‘of thofe churcfhea where it 
lira* already planted. Tor an unhappy febVme having 
broken out in 'the Church of* Corinth,’ they fent to 
Rome for his advice ‘add afiiflahc^ ih it,; ‘who *ra the 
f^Etne of- the Church wjureof he was governor, ,\yrote 
bock afc incomparable epiille to the a*, to compdfe and' 

quell 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



/ 

BISHOP OF ROME., & 

qufell, as hie calls it, that impious and abominable (edi- 
tion that was, arifcn among them.' The exa& time olj 
writing this epiftle is not known y fpmf .judge it was 
before the <leftru&ion of Jerusalem and the temple, 
and feems more pfcobable, to -be written after th^ perfe-* 
cation under Do m it i an, and probably* not long before 
Cl'Emens was fent into banilhment. For in excafe foe- 
not anfwering the letters of the Church of CoRi^xa 
any fponer, he tells them it was, by?reafon of thofc cabn 
mities and fad accidents that happened to .them. • 

* ; . & : . ■ 

Clemens, by a firm patience and prudent care wear 

xhered put the ftormy'and troublefome times of Domi- 
ti an , and the fhort, but peaceable .r^igji of Ne-rva * 
when alas the clouds returned after the- rain, and be- 
gan to thicken in a blacker tempdl- in the time of 
^Aajan, an excellent Prince indeed, of fo fwcet adif, 
pofition and inoffenfive converfation, that the Roma:* 
people at the choice of every new elefted Emperor, 
ciied a better than Trajan. But withal he was Zea- 
lous for his; religion, and upon that account a ftvece 
Artemy to the cbnflikns. Among feveral laws enabled 
^ the begining off his reign, he.publilhed one foa£bid-{ 
ding, the focieties of Colleges ere&ed up and down 
the -Roman Empire,, whereat men ufed to meet, and 
liberally fcad, under pre;ence of more copveni^ut dif* 
patch of bpfinefs, and the maintainance of mutual loyfc 
Uki friyndftupj whi^cR yet the lioMAJf, il|£e . - 

i . w wRS 
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with a jealous eye, as fit nurferies for treafon and- fer 
dition. Now the chriftian afTemblies were looked upon 
as fuch by their enemies, for finding them confederated 
together, and conftantly meeting them at the folemn 
love-fcafls which were kept among them in thofe pri- 
mitive times; and efperially being of a way of wor-' 
fhip, different from the religion of the heathen Em^ 
fire; they thought they might fecurely proceed againft 
them as illegal focieties, and contemners of the impe- 
rial conlHtutiOo, wherein St. Clemens, as the head of 
the fociety at Rome, was fure to bear the deepeft (hare. 
And indeed it was no more than what he lumfelf Had 
long expe&ed : For in his epiille to the Corinthians,' 
speaking of the torments and ftifferings which the* ho- 
ly Apoftles had Undergone, he t^lls them, that^ife look-' 
ed iipoh himfelf and his people a$ fet to run the fan e’ 
face, and that the fame light and conflict was hid 
for him* 

*i ' ' f. 

As ancient Authors gives an Account of the begin- 
ning of his troubles to this effe&. St. Clemens hav- 
ing converted Theodora, a noble lady, and afterward* 
her J hu(band Sisinius, d kinfmart and favourite oftlfif 
jate Emperor Nerva, the gaining of fo great a man, bad 
^ch an influence upon di rets others of chief note and 
quality, that they alfo embraced the chriftian faith, 
this 1 good ' fucCefs procured to St. Clemens the envy 
•paid htured of TorOutiInvs^ a mah of great po*4f 
— < And 
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ihd authority tit that time iq Rqw, v^o^by the infe- 
rior magiftrates of the: c:ity, excited th<j people to mu- 
tiny againlt this holy man, charging him with mkgio 
mid forcery, and for being an enemy and Ulafphemer 
of the Gode, crying out, that he fhould either offer fa- 
Ctiflcc to them, Or expiate his impiety with his blood.* 
Maxnertinufe, the Prtetor of the city a moderate and 
prudent than, being willing to^appeafe the uproar , fent 
for St. Clemens, .and mildly perfuaded him \o comply : 
But hhdinghis refolutioh inflexible, , he fent to acquaint 
the Emperor with the cafe; who returned this fliort re- 
script, that he fhoiild offer. iacrificc to the Gods, or be 
banifhed to Cherfon,. a difcortfplate city beyond the 
Pontick Sea : And accordingly he Was tranfported 
thitherto dig in. the marble quarries, and labour in the 
mines, a punifliment fay the laws, accounted next to 
death itfelf, the condemned pcrfbns} being treated with 
fextream rigour ; for hefides hard and fevers labour, he # 
was whipped and beaten, Chained and fettered; deprived 
o£ his e It ate, which was forfeited to the Exchequer, < 
and degraded into the condition of a flave, whereby 
he was rendered tpicapable to »makc, a will ; the he^ds 
Of the . ehii(tjaa$ wer^: balf-fhave4, ; their right, eye 
bored out, their left leg difabled, their foreheads 
branded with ah . infamous mark, and expofed to the 
moff publick, inftnnces of infamy - and difhonour,' iiot 
to mention the hunger and thirft,.the cold and na- 
; r I ’ kednefs. 
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tedoefe, ihe fikh and flaftinefo, iMdi dley were forced- 
to ciiddra WitMh t&ofo pMfceL- 

Arriving aft the place ©f hi* unc&ihforttfbh? exile, he 
found teift niftnbttttt- of ehriitiiu* condemned *o»>.thc 
iafne taiferatde fate, who were y<t fomevrhart comforter! 
aft the flj^ht of ft* gbod awfatfv byttvhofeconttani preach 4 
mg ami exhortations, aheir &drer£arif# entertained a* 
Better bpihldn of tltem sjmi' therr religion* and which 
dccaifoned many of the inhabitant* of thofe countries " 
to embrace ehriftiarfity, fo that iir it little time all the 
lhotfUincnts of idolatry thercabodu wertf defaced and 
Overturned. The &tne hereof Bring carried to the 
ifnpercjrr y Be dffpatirhtd A»1idkt*u«, the Prufkient; t« 
pot # niop^ toJtlnB growirig who in a flwrt time put- 
great numbers of them- to deaths And findmg how 
tfeadil^ratid fefolutely they offered up their Htes forth£ 
profcflfon of tfieir faith, he gives over contending wtftlr 
the multitude, and refoWdto fiugk* out a principal one 
among them, whofe eitemplary powlhincnt might iltiike 
terror Into the reft; To thin pi*po& 3t Ccwi bn* 
Was pitched upon, ami all temptations 40 renounce clvrii- 
tianity being found isreffeclual, the executioners were 
ordered to put biro- aboard a- Ihip, and throw him into* 
the bottom of the ffea r where the cbriffiailt might defpair 
of ever finding Id* body; this was the very occafioir 
which made our bleflecf Saviour. to allude, when m 
the cafe of a wilful fcacdal, that it were better for a 
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tnan that a mill (lone were hanged ahout his neck tad 
be cad into the bottom of the fea. It* not certain 
what Ephraim, Bi(hop of that ptdC^Tiis' writ "concern- 
ing the ilraage and miraculous difeovery of the body of 
St. Clemens $ nor the particular miracle of a little 
*hild prefer vc<3 a year together «a the Church ere&ed 
•to him in the jnidd c of the fea, in the place wbejre he 
was drowned ; and infinite pthcr miracles done there, 
as despairing they pnHfld tnd any credit among the 
jearh^d •; and (hall only tnentioj* «*te, that upon thfl an- 
wWerfuy faleixmity at hi a -martyrdom, the fea retreats 
-on <nch fide -in heaps, and leases a fair 4ihd dry pnfl|ige t 
jfor three miles together to the martyr’* jtoraV, -creeled 
within a churchy built ;*« mull be fuppofcd by ^.n- 
£cls) within the fea ; and the peoples devotion hying 
-ended, the water returns to it* own pfcrce. His mar- 
tyrdom happened in the third year, of Trajan, (^ftcr 
he h*r»l been Bifhoprof Home ahout nin^ -years) one 
.hundred years after the Beat h of jaur Savio*h»-. His 
ifcftival is celebrated by the Homan .church, Novjenv- 
her 2 ^. . 

• • - • .. - 
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Ac. Simeon ftc*pt in, and iirtenceeded with the people to 
fpfere fo juft and good a man, and one that w*s then 
jifaying to God for them. 

The Rechabites were an ancient inftiintion, Cjotthd^ 
od by Jonadab the (on of Rechab, who flourifhed iu 
the reign «£ Jehu, and obliged his poiitrity, to drink 
do wine, fow no 'fields, plant no vineyards*, build no 
hoofer, bat to dwell in teitts and tabernacles. AJU 
which prtcepts (the lad only excepted, which war* 
and foreign invafions would not fuffer them toobferve) 
they kept with the malt religious reverence ; and are 
therefore highly commended by God fprtheirexa& coo 
formity to the laws which were preferibed them, and 
are brought in to upbraid the degeneracy of the houfe 
of lfrael, in violating the commands he had f laid up- 
on them- They continued, (according to Goi>*9 pro- 
. mife, 4hat they fhould not want a man to Rand before 
‘him for everj tilt the laft time of the Je«vj(h 
church. 

ft is probable that Simeo* w*3 inftro&cd in chrifti- 
auityfiy duir Loko hinafelfy whofe auditor and follower 
he is fuppofed to ha<re -been } and in all hkeljhood was 
ine of the ftventy difeiple**, in which capacity! he 
continued many years ; till be was advanced iq a place 
of great honour and eminency in the chui ch. About 
the year J*XII. fet. James the juft, ‘Bilhop f of Jeru- 

fiilcm. 
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falem, by the artifices of Ananas the high-prieit, 
bad been cruelly martyred by the jews. The fucccf-, 
Lon to whofe office was fo far thought to be tlie con- 
cernment of the whole ckriftian church, that the a- 
poftles and difciplcs of our Lord art (aid 'to have come 
from all parts to ooafult and advift with thofc of our Sa- 
viour's kindred and relations, wtjp ihould be put into 
place, whereupon they elected Simeon, our Lord** 
•near kiofinan, whom they all judged moil worthy of 
the place : How he managed the affairs of the 
church of Jciu&lem is not particularly known to up* 
but we may be fure his office was attended with fuffi- 
cient trouble and difficulty, both from the maliciow* 
temper of the turbulent people, and bccaufe it hap^ 
peeed in the fatal period of the Jewiih church. Fo* 
the finst^ that nation being now ripe for vengeance., 
and haring filled up the naeafuxe of their iniquities, by 
their cruel ufage of the apoftles and meffengers of our 
Saviour ; their barbarous treatment of Stv Stephen 
St. James the great aadLthe lefu ; but above all 
their crucifying, with wichpd ha^ds,' the Lord o£ 
glory, the wrath of God came upon them to theuu 
termdft : .And the Romans took away both their place 
and nation ; of which I (hall give a brief account. 

The Jews being a ftubborn people, and would not 
in the leaft fubpdt to the Romans, becaufe they looked 
upon themfelves ay a more fr^e-tyorn people than oth^ 

. nation?* 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



68 ' The fc t; t F E of St.- *. 

nations, were “elevated witft ‘tfidfe* great privileged 
that the Almighty hv.d beftowtd Upon them, and there- 
fore took dll Opportunities t« regain thfcir liberty; 
which tlity hrfalnmoufljr attempted in the reign of Nero: 
For CeftiusTPIorus; whom the Emperor had Tent to 
be Procurator or Governor of the province of Judea; 
hy his intolerable opprefiioils and cruel lice for two year* 
iogethei*; which 'neither their pray es nor potent inter- 
• Ceflors could prevail \&ith him t® abate, having tired out 
their patience; they broke- out into a rebellion, which 
Was begun at G£sAREA,ibut quickly overfpread the 
whole natiori, till all places were full of blood and vio-' 
fence. The Governor being unable to firpprefs them; 
Gallus; the Pfdident of Syria; came from Antioch' 
With ah army to alfift him; took Joppa, Und fome 
other placed, hard* fat down before Jefufalem^bflt waS 
at la ft forced to raife his liege with fuch precipitation; 
that he left all his warlike itiftruments and provisions: 
behind; ' Upon' this ill fhcccfo, N«fd difpatched Vcf- 
paiian, a man of experienced Courage aru d conduct/ 
"to tht general of* the army, who Coming into Syrian 
rallied the fcattered Roman -troops, fell into Galilee* 
burnt Gadata, and deftroyed Jotapata, where > Jx>- 
fephus hlmfelf was taken, prifoner ; and purfuing hi® 
conquefts, was preparing to befiege Jerufalem ; when* 
hearing of the diftradtions of Italy, by the death" of 
Kero, and the ufurpatibns of Galba, Otho, afnd 
VitelliuS, lie marched to Rome, to frefe it from thdfe 
’ commotion® 
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commotions, which refolution was fo far applauded by 
the army, that they forthwith proclaimed him Empc- 
tor . Who thereupon haftened into Egypt to fecure that 
country which was of fuch conftderable importance to 
the empire. 

Vefpaiian fent his fon Titus from Alexandria to 
Judea, commanding him to attempt the capital 
city, as the only way to put a quick period to the 
war. The ftate of Jerufalem was at this time 
▼ery deplorable* which though once a city at unity 
within itfelf, was now torn in pieces with intefline 
divifions. Simon, the fon of Giora, an ambitious man, 
had poifeflion of the upper city 4 John, who headed 
a party called the Zealots, an infolent and ungovernable 
generation, commanded the lower parts, and the out- 
fkirt of the temple ; the inner parts were fccured by 
Eleazar, the fon of Simon, who had drawn over a 
con fiderable number of the foldiers to join with him, 
and all thefe mutually opp^fing, and quarrelling with 
each other. Titus with hfo army approaching the 
city a while before the feall of the Pafifover, he ftraitly 
blocked up all the avertues and paflages of efcape; 
building a wall of 39 furlongs, which he flrcngthened 
with thirteen forts, whereby he prevented* any from 
coming in or going out of the city, of which war, 
and the fackage of Jerufalem, if. we compare what 
our SAYiova laid concerning it in St. Luke, chap. 1 9. 

K Verles 
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VeAes 41, &c. We Aall find fo }uA a eoi refpondencre 
between the prophecy amcf the fuccei** as Would tempt 
etfe to think that the hHtoria'n had taken meafurcs as 
irtuch from mir L©r& ? 8 predi&ionsy as from the events* 
of things*. ' 

Term 8 off me toy wete offered to th© btfieged upoif 
furremler, but fcornfully reje&ed^ which exafperated 
the Roman army* to fall upon them with greater fietce-' 
nefs anrf feverity. And now (Tod and man, heavetr 
and £arfh, feemed to fight againft them. For befide© 
the Roman* army without,, ^nd the ftirioos fci&ions 
and divilions within, the dreadful face of famine ap- 
peared among them, haftened by the vaff multitude* 
that came from all parts of the land to the PafTover, 
^rief hunger raged fo Horribly within the eity, that 
they tooft more care to rob and plunder one another of 
their premiums, than of defending themfelves again!! 
the common* enemy; and i& many thotifands died fop 
want of food, that they could not bury them, but laid 
the dead bodies- irr. heaps above ground : Nay, they 
Drgke tha very laws of nature, Mary, the daughter 
of Eleazar, who waa deprived of all her provifion* 
by the foldiers, raging fo for hunger, that fhe boiled 
Ker fuckiog clwld and eat ft. So that well might our 
•Lord call thofe women Bleffed, who were barren, and 
wliofe paps ntvet gave fuck. Titus finding that nei- 
ther kindnefs nor cruelty would work upon this obfti*- 

aate 
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sate people, prepared for a ftorm, and having gained 
the tower of Antonia, the Jews fled to the temple 
hard by., the outgatcs and porches whereof were imme- 
idiately fet on fire, at which the Jews were fo aJionr/h- 
*d, that they never endeavoured to cpieach it. Titus 
being of a compaffionate humour, was very 'ddirotis 
to fpare the people, and fave the temple ; but all in 
vain, for a common foldier threw a fire-brand into 
the chambers that were about the temple, which pre- 
sently took tire, and though the General ran and 
Jtormed, and commanded it to be j>ut out, yet the 
eunfe and confuiion was So great, that his orders could 
not be heard till ft was too late, the triumphant flames 
prevailing in fprte of all oppofition, and with fuch furi- 
ous rage, as if they threatened to burn Mount Sion to 
<to the very roots. So effectually was our -Saviour’s 
threat fulfilled, when he told his difciples, who ad- 
mired the artery and magnificent buikfings of the tem- 
ple, Verily I fay unto you, there (hall not be left here 
*©nc ftone upon another that fliall not be thrown down. 
Nay, for the farther verifying -this prediction, Turnua 
Hefus was commanded to plough ud the foundation 
•thereof. All things were now hurl'd into a mixture df 
.’blood, fmoak, and flames,: The Jews were fluin like 
Iheep or dogs* and many voluntarily deaped into the 
’fire ; the number of them that periled , in thi? fiege, 
amounting to eleven hundred thoufand perfons, beiides 
junety-feyen th.aufand that were fold for Haves ; the 

mumberlda 
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numbcrlefs multitudes that flocked from all parts to th$ 
feaft of the Paffover, and were by the Roman army 
crouded up within the city, rendering tl^is account very 
probable* 

Such was the ruin of the Jewifh church and ftate, 
thus was Jerufalem, the mod eminent city, not only 
of Judea, but of the whole Eaftern part of the world, 
(as Pliny Jbimfelf confeffes) latterly deftroyed, notwith- 
ftanding its antiquity, wealth, and ftrength, after it 
had flood from the time of David, ’,179 years ; and its 
very remarkable, that this fiegc began a while before 
^he Paflbver, about the very time when they had bar- 
baroufly put to death the Son of God, divine juftice 
fometimcs ohferving fuch an exadl proportion in exe- 
cuting its vengeance. Their fatal fall being not only 
foretold by our Saviour and his Apoflles, but lately 
prefignified by immediate progidies aud figns from 
hpaven. A blazing comet hung over the city for a 
yhole year together in the fhvte of a fword. 
little before the war began, in the feaft of unleavened 
bread, a light fuddcnly (hone out at nine o’clock at 
night, between the altar and the temple, as bright a$ 
at noon day. An heifer about the fame time, as (he 
was le4 to ficrifice, brought forth a lamb in the midfl 
of the temple. The Eaft gate of the inner part of* thq 
t«mpW aU of mafTy brafs, and which twenty meq 
could hardly (hut ; after it was fall locked and barred* 
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yras feen in the, pight tp open of its own accord ; cha- 
riots and armies were beheld in the air, all in their 
martial poftures ? and preparing tp furrouqd the city. 
When the priefts entered into the inner temple at Pen- 
tecoil, they firfl. perceived anoifeaml motion, and im- 
njediately heard a voice that faid, Let us depart hence. 
And when all things were fecip*e and peaceable, four 
years before the war began, one Gefus, a plain copir- 
try fellow, pronounced many dreadful woes againft 
the temple, the city, and the people, continuing fo to 
do, dpecially at fedival times for feven years together, 
potwithftaoding all the cruel ufage which he met with 
for fo doing, till at length he was difpatched by a ?io r - 
fent death. But miracles, threats, and warnings have 
jio effed: opon a people , whom tlie Almighty bath once 
given up to incurable infatuation*' 


In tbq midlt of this calamitous and woeful (la tn of 
the Jews, we find that St. Simeov and the ebrifliaos 
in the city, being timely warned by the caution which 
pur blefled Lord had given them, that when they (hould 
fee Jerusalem compared with armies, ^nd the abo- 
ininatiop pf defolatipn (landing in the holy place, they 
Ihould then flee unto the mountains ; or betake them? 
felyes to fora^ obfeure place of refuge ; and fot/ung 
t>eeit lately commanded by a particular revelation com- 
tnumcated to fome good arid pious men among them 
f which fays Epipbanus was done by the miniftry of nor 
' Angel) 
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Angel) to leave Jerafalem a o 3 go to Pellas, tliejr 
retreated thither, as to a little zoar, like as from 
the flames of Sodom, and fo not one periihed in tha 
common ruin. This being a little town beyond 
Jordan, whofe inhabitants were Gentiles, which is 
sianifeft, fince the Jews under Alexander Jannaus* 
their King, plundered it, becaufe they would not em- 
brace their religion, and probably Gon dire&cd the 
chriftians hither, that they might be out of the reach 
of the bofom of deftru&toR, which was to fvveep away 
the Jews wherever it came. Here they continued till 
the hatred and feverky of the Romans being aff waged 
they might return with fafety, which they did before 
the time of Adrian, the Emperor ; who 47 years after 
the devastation coming to Jerufalem, in order to its re- ' 
paratfon, found there a few houfes, and a little church 
of the cbrifUans, built upon Mount Sjon, in that very 
place where the upper room was, into which the difei* 
pies went up when they returned from our Lord's • 
afeenfion. Here they kept their afTemblles, and (hewed 
fo many miracles that Aquila the Emperor's kinfman, 
who he had made Governor, and Overfeer of the build- 
ing of the city, embraced chriftiamty: But continuing in 
his former fiudies of magic and aftronomy, after feve- 
tal admonitions given him to defift, he was caft out of 
the church ; which he fo refented, that he apoftatized 
*0 Jndaifm, and afterwards traodated the bible into 
Creek. 

la 
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In the mean time Simeon, no doubt was very diligent 
in his office, and in the difeharge thereof it pleated Goo 
to prtferve him to a great age, as a perfbn highly ufcfui 
to the church, even to the middle of Trajan’s reign, 
when he was brought to give his- laft teftimony to his 
religion upon a very flight pretence. For the Roman 
Emperors being jealous of th£ir new eftabliihed fove- 
reignty, and there being an antient tradition (as ap- 
pears from Jofcphus, Suetonius and Tacitus) through- 
out the Eaft, that one of Judea fliould arife a Prince, 
that fhould be the great monarch of the world ; 
which though Jofephus, to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Romans, flatteringly applied to Vefpafcan, yet this 
did not quiet their minds, but that they (kill beheld ail 
that were in the line of David with a jealous eye. 
This made Domitian the fon of Vefpafian rcfolve to 
deAroy all that were of the blood royal of the houfe 
of Jsdah, upon which account two nephews of St. 
Jude, one of the brothers of our Sat roc a, were 
brought before him and defptfed by him for their po- 
verty and meannefs, as perfons very unlikely to Hand 
competitors far a crown. And SrMEON being envied 
by fome lefts of the Jews for his aftivity and zeal in 
promoting the chriftian faith, they aecufed him to the 
ProConful of Syria, for being of the pofterity of the 
kings of Judah and a chriftian, who commanded him 
for feveral days together to be racked with the moA ex- 
quisite torments, which he endured with fo much cou- 
rage 
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tage and patience# that the Proconful, and all that were 
preient, were amazed to fte a perfon of fo great an 
age endure fuch cruel tortures; at lad he was com- 
manded to be crucified. He fnffered in the l8oth year of 
his age, in the ioth of Trajan’s reign, and in the 
year of our Lord 107. , 



The L I F E of St. IGNATIUS, Biihop of 
Antioch, who was devoured by Lions. 


W E hud little recorded concerning the country 
and parentage of this holy man : He is by 
fcv^ralauthors called Theofhukus, or one that ishom 
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or carried by Godj for we are told that he was that very 
child whom our Saviour took into his arms, and fet 
him in the midft of his difciples, as the moft lively in- 
ftance of innocency and humility, but St Chryfoftom 
who had a better opportunity of knowing the truth 
thereof, exprefsly affirms that Ignatius never fawour 
Saviour, or enjoyed any familiarity or conversation 
with him* In his youth he wfts intimately converfant 
with the apo files, and educated by th£ra, and it is faid 
was St. John’s difciple. Being fully inflru&ed in the 
do&rines of chriilianity, he was, for his eminent parts, 
and piety of life, chofen Bifhop of Antioch, the 
metropolis of Syria, and the mod famous city in the 
Eaft, containing at that time above two hundred thou- 
fand fouls. He continued about forty years at Anti- 
och, in the midit . of flormy and tempeftuous times, 
but declined the dangers that threatqied him, by hi* 
prayers, tears, fallings, and the indefatigable pains he 
took to confirm weak and unfettled chi i Ilians in the 
faith in the midll of the perfections. When a quiet 
interval happened to the church, lie rejoiced therein, 
though as to himfelf he fomewhat impatiently expe&ed 
and longed for martyrdom, without which, he reckoned 
he could never pcMe&ly attain to the love of Christ, 
nor fill Up the duty and meafures .of a true difiiple, 
which afterwards became his portion. 

About the year of Christ 107, Trajan the Emperor,. 
4 x L bciqg 
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being fwelled with hl» late vi&ory over the Scythian* 
and Dacf, came to Antioch to make preparations for 
the war againlt the Part Ilia ris and Armenians, en- 
tering tlie cify with the pomps* and fokmnitfes of a 
triumph ; and being zealous for the heathen fuperflr- 
tions, he began firft to enquire into religious concerns, 
and looked upon it as an affront to his otfier fuccdTts^ 
tb be conquered by chriflians, fo he refolved to mak* 
this religion itt)Op and carry on the perfection againft 
it here, Which- he had already begun in other parts of 
the Roman 1 empire. St. iG&ATrus being always careful 
for the profperily of his flock, thinking it move pru- 
dent to go hiinfelf, than to flay to be feut for, of his own 
accord prefented him fc If to the Emperor, with tvhem it 
is (aid he had a large difeourfe, who telling him, that 
he wondered ho w he durft tranfgiefs the laws. Igna- 1 
Ti.us aflerted his own innecenry, aod the power that 
Cion had given him over evil fpirits ; and that the 
Gods of the ©entiles were no better than daemons* 
thfre being bat one Supreme Deity who made the 
World; and bis only begotton Son Gw&ist Jesus, 
who though crucified Under Pilate, had yet de- 
flroyed him that had the power of fin, that is, the 
devil, and Would ruin the whofe power and empire of the 
daemons,; and tread- it under the feet of tliofe that wor- 
ship God in t lie ir" hearts; The iifue of this difeourfq 
^cchrding to the Greek rituals and others) was, that 
lit,, for his conftaiicy-and refolution in bis profcfiion r 
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^ras fentenced to the mod fevere and raercilefs torments, 
% , 

Whipped with feourges that had leaden bullets at the 
•end of them, forced to hold fire in his hands, while 
his fuks were burnt with papers dipped in oil ; his 
-feet flood upon lire coals, and his fleih. was tom off 
-with burning pincers. 

Haying by an invifible patience overcome the crtir 
.elty* and malice of his tormentors, the Emperor prt*- 
-flounced the final fentence upon him, that being incura- 
bly Qver-run with (upevflition (as they called the chrif- 
*ian faith) he (hguld be carried by folding to Rome, 
and there thrown as a prey to wild bea$3. The good 
man heartily rejoiced at the fatal decree ; I thank, 
'thee, O Lord (faid l»cj that thou has condcfctnded thus 
yjevfe&ly to honour me with thy love, and balk thought 
me worthy with thy apoftle Paul to be bp»ind with 
iron chains. With that Jje chearfully embraced bis 
chains, and having fervently prayed for his church, 
.and. with teaea recommended them to the Divine care 
arfd Providence, be delivered up lnmfelf into the hands 
of his keepers that were appointed to tranfport him to 
.the place of execution. 

And tVuagb Rome wes a vaft way from Antioch, 
in Syria, yet it was uftial with the Governor of Pro- 
vinces to, fend fuch malefa&ors as were eminent for 
.quality, or for the nature of their cringes to Rome. 
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that their punifhment might be made exemplary in thf 
eye of the world; neither were his enemies willing h$ 
fhould fuffer at home, for fear left the people ihould 
have a higher veneration for hitn, and a firm belief of 
that faith which he had taught them, when they faw 
him fcaling it with his t?lood : They might likewif* 
hope, that by fo long a journey, men in all places where 
he came w.mld be terrified from embracing that religi- 
on which the emperor fo much detefted, and the pro- 
fcflion whereof they mul^ purehafe at fo dear a rate 5 
and they might hope, that by this fevcie ufage Igna- 
tius himfelf might be broken, and forced to yield, 
Confidering his great age, being then about eighty 
ye^rs old, and the length and tedioufnefs of the journey, 
the ways being bad at all times, but much more iq 
winter, without the necelLry accommodation for fo 
aged and infirm a perfon, and the rude and mercilefs 
carnage of his keepers, \vh(^treated him with the ut- 
ipoft inhumanity. From Syria even to I^orne, both by 
fea and latlti, V fight with beads ; night and day I am 
chained to ten leopards, which is my iqilitary guarfl, 
who, the kinder I am to them, are the more cruel and 
fierce to me : As himfelf complains. And though 
probably they thought the Romans at fo great a dif- 
tance, might judge he fullered as a malefa&or for fome 
notorious crime, rather than as a martyr for religion, 
yet the Divine Providence, who knows how to bring 
good out qf evil, might the rather permit it to be fo, 
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that the leading fo great a man fo far la triumph* 
might make chriftianity more illuftrious, and eflablilb 
the cbriftians therein, who flacked to him from all partt 
as he came along, and aim them with the flronger refo- 
lutions to die for their religion ; and efptcially, that 
he might feal the truth thereof at Home, where his 
death might teach the city that was fo famous for arts 
and wifdoih, abetter Pbilofophy than they had learned 
befo re. 

Being confined to a guard <rf foldiera, lie took liii 
leave of bis beloved Antioch, and was conduced to 
Seleucia, a port town of Syria, about fixteen miles 
diftant from thence : And going on board a fhip, after 
a tedious voyage, they arrived at Smyrna ; and being 
fent afhore, Ignatius went to falute Polycarpus, Bi- 
ihop of that place, and his old fellow pupil under St. 
John, the Apoftle. Joyful was the meeting of thefe 
two holy men- St. Polycarpus was fo far from being 
discouraged, that he rejoiced in the other’s chains, and „ 
yarneflly preffed him to a firm and final perfeverance* 
From hence be writ letters to feveral perfons and' 
places, and particularly one to the chrillians at Rome, 
to acquaint them will) 2ns prefent Hate, and paffionate 
(define not to be hindered in the caufe of martyrdom, 
which lie >yas now battening to accomplifli. At length 
he arrived at O ‘Ha, at the mouth of Tyber, about 

$xt££a mile* irprji Rome, where the chriftiais in that 

city 
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city daily expc&ing him, came and received him witlj 
an equal refentment of joy and forrow, being glad to 
fee fo good a man, hut grieved to think how foon* ancf 
with how feyere a death be was to be taken from them j 
and when feme of them did but intimate that he might 
efcape death, he expreft a pious indignation, intreating 
them not to do any thing to hinder him from haftening 
to his crown. ' 

Being cofldu&ed to Rome, and prefented to the Pro:- 
ftd of the city, together with the Emperor's letter^ 
all things were preparing for his martyrdom, and in the 
mean time the brethren vifited him, whom he prayed 
with and for, and recommended the date of the church 
to the care and protection of our WefTed Saviour, whom 
he eameftly foKcited tQ (top the persecution .that was 
begun, and blefs chriftians with a true love and charity’ 
towards one another. And that his puniftiraent might 
be more pompous and public, he was brought out in one 
of their fotemn feftivals to execution, and being carried 
Into the amphitheatre (where the peop'e were ufually 
entertained with the bloody conflicts of fword -player^ 
and the hunting and fighting of wild beafts} accord- 
ing to his own fervent deiire, that he might ha*e n q 
other grave but the bellies of wild beafts, the lions 
were let loofe upon him, who roaring againft him, he 
Undauntedly faid* That now, as God’s own corn, he 
ihoold be ground between the teeth oF^thefe wild bead, 
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and become white bread for his Heavenly Mailer. 
The lions were not long in doing their work, but 
quickly difpatched him, leaving nothing but a few bard 
and folid bones. 

This punifhment was infli&cd by the Romans, only 
upon capital offenders, which they reckoned the chrif- 
tians to be, who were fo often . condemned to this kind 
of death, that if a iaxnine or earthquake did but hap- 
pen, the common outcry was. Away with the chiiftiaus 
to the lions. 

He fuffered December 20, in the roth year of the 
reign of the Emperor Trajan, anno Chriilo 108. 

About this time, while Trajan was at Antioch, 
the Governors of Bithynia and PalelUna, fending him 
an account that they were wearied out in executing the 
laws againft the Gslikans, and that they were an 
harmlefs and innocent people, and crouded in multitudes 
to execution, publicly owning them£elves chriftians 1 
The Emperor commanded that no enquiry (hould be 
made after them, but if any offered themfelves they (hould 
be put to death 7 which we are told was occafioned by 
bis having an account how undauntedly Ignatius fuf- 
feTed that bitter death. And Almighty Gop feemed 
to vindicate his innoccncy, by the dreadful and unufual 

earthquake that happened about Antioch foon after, 

whereby 
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whereby thoufands were deftroytd, and Trajan himfelf 
had he not eicrfped out of a window, had undergone the 
fame fate. 

This excellent man Ignatius (faith St. Chryfoflomj 
gloried in his fufFerings, and called his chains his; 
jewels and ornaments. He was railed both above the 
love andfear of this prefect world, and coruld as freely 
lay downr his life, as another man could put' off his 
cloaths ; his' fool was fkrongly inflamed with a defirft 
of martyrdom, and often wifhed in his journey to Rome 
that he might meet with the wild beads which were 
prepared for him ; and told his eiremies he defired no- 
thing more than that they might fpeedily devour him; 
and if they were backward, as they had been to fome 
others, he would provoke and force theme Let the fire, 
fa’id he, and the erofs, the affaults of wild beafts* the 
breaking of bones, Cutting of limbs, battering my 
whole body in pieces, yea all the torments that the 
devil can invent, come upon me, fo I may but attain 
to be w ith Jesus Christ; profdUng he thought it much 
better to die for Christ, than to live and reign foie 
monarch of the world. And yet after all, the noble 
martyr looked upon himfelf to be one of the leaft ofthe^ 
faithful of the church of Antioch, and that though it 
was his utmoft ambition, yet he doubted whether he 
was worthy to fuffer for the chrillian religion. 

The, 
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The LIFE of St. POLYCARP, Blfliop 
of Smyrna, who was thriift through in the flames. 



I T may be probably concluded from the great age of 
Poly carpus at the time of his death, that he 
Was born towards the latter end of Nero’s reign, and 
it is fuppofed, had his birrh in Smyrna, an eminent 
fcity of Ionia, in the LefTer Afia. The Greeks 

M report. 
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report* that he was educated by a noble lady, called 
CaJliJto, who gut, oi her piety and, chanty, haying' 
txhaufted all her granaries in relieving the poor, had 
them fudiknly filled again by Poi»yca rpus’s prayers *- 
of which one of their authors relates the following 
circundtances : Calliflo being warned in a dream, 

^ent and redeemed Pot y carpus (then but a child) of 
fome who fold him,, brought him home,* took, care of 
hi« education, and finding him a youth of pregrant 
parts*, a$he v grew up, made him ileward of her houfe 
whoij* charity , it fee ms, he difpenfed with a very liberal 
hand*/ infomoch, that during her abfence, he had 
emptied all.htr barns and ilorehoufes to the ufe of the 
poor :- For which, being charged with his fcllow-fer- 
Vdiity at} her return fhe i\ot knowing to what ufe he 
had employed them, called for Her keys, and command- 
ed him to refign up his truff; which was- no fooner done, 
but at her entrance fhe found ail places as full aa Hie had 
left tl^em, which his prayers and intcrcefiions to the 
Almighty had again replenifhed. Aa indeed God may 
fome^imes work a miracle, rather than charity ifiall- 
hitter ilu its. bounty. 

In Hia? younger years, we are told he was inftru6ted ; , 
h> the chrilUan faith, by St. John ; and Euftbius fays, 
lie was familiarly converfant with the Apoltles, and re- 
ceived the government of the church of Smyrna, from 
tfhgfo who h^id been eye- witneflea and mini Iters of our 

Loan £ 
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Lo>rd$ and that St. Joha committed him to the tu- 
torage and education of the young man whom he tools; 
up in his travels, who ran away and became a Captain 
of highwaymen, and was afterwards reduced and 
reclaimed by tint Apoftle, There now happen- 
ed a great contToverfy about the obfervatiofi of 
Eafter, between the Eaflern aHd We Hern churches, 
reach justifying themfelves by apoitolical pra6tice aud 
tradition. To prevent this from breaking out into 
a greater (lame;, Poly c arpus undertakes a journey 
from Smyrna to Rome, where he reclaimed many to 
the church who had been infected with errors, efp'eci- 
aHf the pernicious herdies of Marcion ; who meeting 
him one day in the ilrect accidentally, and being of- 
fended that he did not falute him, called out to him, 
PolwcaRpus, own us ; to whom the good man replied, 
I own thee to be the tiill born of Satan. And indeed 
he had fnch a mighty zeal, and abhorrc icy of pellilent 
principles, that whenever he heard any difconrfe of 
*hat nature, he was wont to flop hU ears, and cry out, 
-Good God l To what times had thdu .refetved me, 
that I Jhoilld hear fuch tilings '! And immediately left 
'the place. This zeal and carriage of his towards 
Marcion, we may fuppofe he learnt of St. John, of 
who he was wont to tell, that going into a hath at 
.Ephefus, and efpying Cerinthus, the areh-heretick 
"there, he prefently darted back, fayihg to his compar- 
isons, Get us be gone, left the bath wherein there is 

Cerinthus, 
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Cerinthus, ^he enemy of the truth, fall o,n our 
heads. 

About the feventh year of the jeign of Marcus 
Antoninus, a bloody perfecution began again ft the 
chriftians : For th? Emperor defiguing an expedition 
againft the Marcomani, the terror of whom had fuf- 
ficiently awakened the Romans, the Priefts were fum- 
moned together, and began more folemnly to celebrate 
their Pagan ceremonies being told, no doubt, that 
there was no. better way to j\tone and pacify the wrath 
of their Gods, than to be fevere upon the'chriftians, 
who were looked upon a? their open and implaca- 
ble enemies. And now it was that Poly9Arpus, aften 
a long and diligent discharge of his office, received hi& 
crown For the perfecution growing hot at Smyrna, 
and many have already fea’ed their confeffi.on with 
their blood, the- general 9ry was, Away, with the. 
impious, pr the atheifts (as the chriftianx were gene- 
rally accounted) Let ^olycarpus be fought for. The 
^ood man was not gt all difturhed at the news, but re- 
folved to endure the brunt, till lus friends knowing his 
lingular ufefulnefs, and our Saviour had allowed his 
difciples when they were persecuted in, one city to fty. 
to another, prevailed with him to withdraw into a 
neighbouring village, where with a few companions 
be continued day and night in prayer. Three day 8 
before, his apprehenfion, falling at night into a trance, 

he 
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he di earned that hi$ pillow was oil fiye, and burnt tq 
afhes ; which, when he awaked, he told his friend* 
as a prefage that he (houid be burnt alive for die caufc 
pf Christ, 

Id the mean time, he was narrowly fearched for 5 
Upon notice whereof, his friends perfuaded him to retire 
to a no ther yillage ; where he qo fooqer came, but his 
enemies feized two youths whom they forced to a, 
confdfion, were by them conducted to Us lodging in 
the evening, and heard he was (a lied ia an uppers 
room ; and though he might hare efcaped into another 
ho life, yet he refit fed, faying. The will of the Lodd be 
done : And coming doprn, fainted bis perfccutors with 
a chtarful countenance, fb that they who did not know 
him before, wondered why fo gra;e and venerable a 
poor old man fhotild be fo eagerly hunted after. He 
being unconcerned, ordered a table to lie fpread, and 
provisions to be fat upon it, inviting them to eat, and 
defiring that in the mean while he might have an hour 
for prayer ; which being granted, he had fu^h mighty 
afiiftances of divine grace, that he continued praying 
near two hours together, heartily recommending to. 
Cop the cafe of all his friends and acquaintance^ 
whether great or little, honourable or ig9oble, and the 
Rate of the church of Christ throughout the world ; 
^11 that heard him being ailonlihed at it, and much con- 
cerned 
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concerned that fo holy and religious a man fhould he put 
t o death. 

His devotion being ended, he was let upon an afs^ 
.and conducted into the city. Upon the road they 
were met by Herod and his father Nicetas, who 
indeed were the chief occaiion of his perfect! tion, and 
had put the tumult into motion. Herod (as St. 
Auguftin fays) was iu an office at that time fome. 
what like our Judlces of the Peace ; they being to 
guard the provinces, £o fecure the public peace withm 
their jurifdifHons, to prevent and fupprefs riots, rob- 
beries, rapines, and to tranfaiit to the Emperor the 
examinations they had taken of fueh matters. This 
man was a great enemy to. Poly car pus, and taking 
him up into his chariot, he and his father, by plaufiblc 
i nil nnations, endeavoured to undermine his eondanc-y* 
aiking him what harm their was in faying, My Lord* 
the Emperor, and in facriiicing, by which means h e 
might fave his life ? This was an ufual way of at- 
tempting the chridiaus ; not that they made any feru- 
ple to adrnw ledge the Emperor to be their Lord, they 
Leing always ready to pay all due iubjedtion and re- 
verence to Prinjces, but becaufe they knew the Romans 
who flattered their Emperors with the names of deitied, 
!>y that title dually underftood Almighty God ; 
though as Turtullian fays, in any other notion of the 
-word they could freely call him Lord ; and yet even 

Auguiius 
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Auguftus Casfer himfelf modeftly forbad tliat title to bo 
afcrihcd to him. 

Polycarpus returned no anfwef, tiH, being urged, 
be poiitively told them he would never comply to their 
defires 5 whereupon they turned their pretended kindnefs 
into fcom and reproaches, thralling him, out of the 
chariot with iuch violence, that he was terribly; 
bruifed with the fall ; whereat nothing daunted, as if 
he had received no hurt, he chearfully haftened to the, 
place execution ; whither being come, a confufed 1 
noife and tumult arofe, and it is related a voice came 
from heaven, heard by many, Saying, Polycarpus 5 
be ftrong, and quit thyfelf like a man# Immediately 
be was brought before the public tribunal, where a great 
fhout was made, ail rejoicing that he was apprehended. 
The Proconful of Afia alked whether he was Poly- 
carpus ? Which being owned, he began to perfuade 
him to ree^nt. Regard, faid he, thy great age, fwear 
by the genius of Caefar, repent, and fay with us. Take 
away the impious# Thefe being the ufual propofals to 
chriflians, who for refuling to fwear by the Emperor’s 
genius were traduced as traytors and enemies to the 
ft ate ; yet they openly profeffed, that though they 
could not fwear by the fortune of the Emperor (their 
genii being accounted deities, which the chriftians 
knew to be but daemons, and caft out at every- turn)* 
yet they fcrupled not to fwear by the Emperor’* 
t * fafety. 
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ftfety, si thing more facrcd than all the genii in the 
world. 

4 . The holy mafrtyi- looking liporl the fuimerous fpec- 
tators with a fevere countenance, and looked up to 
heaven, faying (though quite in another fenfe than they 
intended) Take away the impious. THt Proconful 
ftill perfuadtfd him to fwear, and to blafphem^ Christ, 
with promife to releafc him, with which temptation 
they ufually aifaulted cliriftians : But Poi.ycarpus 

vlith a noble fcorn replied, Three fcore and ilx years 
have I lerved him, and he never did me any harm ; how 
then (hall I now ^lafphexnc my King and my Saviour ? 
The Proconful (till importuned him to fwear by Ctrfai’a 
genius j To whom he aufwcred, fince you are fo vainly 
ambitious that I fhould fwear by the Emperor’s gen iug 
as you call it, as if you knew not who I am$ hear my 
confeffion, I am a ehrirtian ; if you have a mind to 
learn the chriftian religion, appoint me a time* and I 
will inflrudt you in it. The Proconful advifed him t<i 
perfuade the people : He anfvvercd. To you I iathet 
chufe to add refs my difcourfc ; for we are commanded 
by the laws of our religion to give to Princes, and the 
powers ordained of God, all that due honour and re- 
verence that is not contrary to the precepts of religion. 
As for the multitude, I think them not compel 
tent judges, to whom I fa all give an account of my 
faith. 

Thrf 
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The Proconful finding all hie perfuafions In rain, 
“began to threaten him; I have Wild Bcaffo at Hand 
{kid he, to Which I will call thee unlefs thou recant* Call 
for them, cried the Martyr, for I am immutably rcfoWed 
not to change the better for the worfe, accounting it 
fit and comely only to turn from Vice to Virtue, and 
not the contrary. Since thou makefi. To Kght of Wild 
fieafts (added the Proconful) I have a Fire that wilt 
tame thee, unlefs thoju recant. Thou threatened me 
with Fire (faid Polycarpus) that burns but for an 
Hour, and is prcfently ex tin A ; but art ignorant, alas! 
Of the Fire of Eternal Damnation, and the Judgment 
to come, referved for the Wicked in the other World# 
But why delayed thou ? Bring forth whatever thou haft 
a mind to. The Proconful was aftoniflied at his Con* 
fhmey, and commanded the Cryer to proclaim thrice^ 
Polycarpus has profelTed himfelf a Chriftianj where* 
at the Multitude of Jews and Pagans cried out aloud# 
This is the great Do&or of Asia, and the Teacher of 
the Chriftians : This is the Deftroyer of our Gods, that 
teaches Men not to do Sacrifice, or worihip the Deities $ 
and earneftly demanded he might be eaten 'by the lions j 
which he denying, they unanimously required that he 
might be burnt alive* This bdmg granted, and tbf 
T}rc prepared, in which the Jews were peculiarly a&ivc, 
he untied his Girdle, laid afide his Garments, ‘and put 
<rf3f his Shpes. T^he Ofiecm came to nail him to 
l£e Stake; but he defired theta to fofbear, affuring 
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t&em, fhftt he khe h^d given him ftrengtktb efidure 
4k Fire* #ouM triable himto iUnd inunetable ia thfc 
ho&eft. ..Flame*. So they only tied him, who tb« 
pattrtd out bis Seal to Heaven in this folio Wing Prayers 
* O Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy well -be- 
loved and ever-beloved Son Jesus Christ, by whdtti 
kfc have received the Knowledge of thee, the Gon of 
Angels, Powers, and of every Creature} arid of the 
>vhole Race of the Righteous who lived before thee $ 
Chiefs thee that thou hail graciouily condescend ed to 
bring me to thw Day and Hour, that I may receive* 
Portion in the Number of thy Holy Martyrs, aad drink 
of Christ's Cup, for the Refurre&ion to Eternal Erf* 
both of Soul and Body, in the Incorruptiblenefs of thy 
Holy Spirit. Into which Number grant l may be re* 
ceived this Day, being found in thy £ight a* a free and 
acceptable Sacrifice, Rich a one as thou thyfelf haft 
prepared, that fo thou- mayeft accomplifh what thouj Q 
true and faithful God haft foreihewn. Wherefore I 
praife thee for all thy Mercies^ I blefs' thee, I glorify 
thee throi^gh the Eternal High Prieft, thy beloved 
Sou Jesus Chaist : To whom, with Thyfelf, mid 
the Holy Ghoft, We Glory, both now and for ever. 
Amen* 9 

Which laft * Words he pronounced with a mdr* clear 
audible Voice ; and having 4on? his Phiyer, tfee Mild-' 
fiera of Execution blew up tla# Fire y wk ich 'incmafed tv 
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a mighty Hap*c* behold, (a Woofer w fr#n). fhc 
flames diljpafiag diemfdves iota, the JLefeprf&pCf pf #n 
Art$* like the Sails qf a £{iifi fwriJkd with J&£ 
gently eacirclodlhe Body fif the Martyr, whtf 
the while xb the uridft, sot likf roaftfld ElgQb fell hke 
€*oM 4 >r Silver purified in jdbe Fonasqe ; , his {ta4r.fe#4~ 
4f^ forth a delightful Fmgxancy ; which like Fjaupfcjt- 
ceofe, or iomc piker coS&y Spices* prekntfcd itfelf is 
their Scofes. 

The Infiddta were fo fer from being copriflct^l* 
that $hey were rather exalpei^ted by the J^rgcfe* com- 
mas ding aae of thofe Speaxstep why were fro# Jo 
iWjpatch thofc Wild Be?fU ^ieu ^y bec^ttie outr^gf 
Ptf* logo m*r, ai^d TW him through witjh a 
•Upon which fa great a -Quantity of ^iood ffow^dAppi 
the WpM#>d 5 «» the Fire. ..?^^i<rigys 

ApoftpJtk^l Majp* in the Y<$f pf Christ? i6j? ^9$* 
the hundredth Year of his Age, fome write the hundred 
and tenth. 

The Amphitheatre where he fuffered, is in great 
Meafure yet remaining as £*late Eye-witnefs and dili- 
gent Searcher into Antiquity informs us ; in the two 
oppoiite Sides whereof are the Dens where the LioBt 
fifed to be kept. 

His Tomb is in a little Chapel in the Side of a Moun- 
tain# 
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ttirt* Qri the South-eaft Part of the City* fblemnly vifit* 
td by the Gr<ek« upon hia Feftival-day, which the 
Latin Church celebrate Janaary 26. And though we 
ought not to make fevere Interpretations of the A6fcion» 
of Divine Providence* yet it is obfervable, that foon after 
the Death of Poly carpus, the Almighty’s Difplealure 
fell* as upon other Places, but more particularly upon 
Smyrna, by Plague* Fire and Earthquakes ; by which 
Means their City, which before was one of the Glories 
and Ornaments of Asia, was turned into Rubbifh and 

■ Afhes ; their {lately Houfes overwhelm’d, their mtgni- 

■ < 5 cent ^Temple deftroyed* their Traffkk fpoiled, their 
JPofts laid Wafte, befides the great Numbers of People 
that loft their Lives# Indeed their Fate Was fo bad, 
that Aristides, their own Orator* who was Cotempo* 
faff with St. Poly carpus, and fully defcribed the 
fame, profeffes he was forced to give over, being unable 
tO proceed further upon fo lamentable a Subject. 


*#*#*«* 
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J USTIN the Martyr* was one of the moil learned 
and -the moft early Writers: of the Eaftern Church: 
He was born at Nea?qli$,a noted City o£Pai,estin ^ 9 
within (the Province of SAMARiA, anciently called 
Si c h t Mt Hit Father was isamei PWtc txs $ a Geotilr, 

who 


The LIFE of St, JUSTIN, Martyr, who with 
fix more was whipped and beheaded. : 
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who took Care, together with Religion, to hare him 
Educated in ndi the Learning* attd TKlofophy of the 
Gentile World. In his younger Years, before hi* 

Converfion to C-hriftianity, he travelled into Egypt, to* 
be in ll aided in their My learning. Being 
from his Youth a&ed by an io^uifym Genius to make 
Enquiries after Truth, he gave him&lf up to the Study 
of Philosophy ; And walk nee into a foijtary 
Place by the $e» Side, there met ,-^im a grave ancient 
Mar, of a wwlerable Afpedt, ,vdho fell into Difeourfe 
with Wjo about the Excellency. c# riijloXophy, which 
J u s r j n . aUerted to be the tru* to Happiarfe# and 
of knowing and feeing Go o. This the grave Per fun 
refitted at large, «aod in Coiifj^fidp .comes to fluv him 
who vr<rc the moll likely PcrftxQ? to fet hi in in the 
right Way. He tells him, tJnrt lo^g before his reputed 
PhHofophtTS, there were certrfa l^fejffcd ;and Holy Meo, 
lovers of God, and divinely Infpired, adled Propbets, 
whp foretold Things which '&39C' ftoce come to- p^fs ; 
who alone underiiood theTrygi^aid dehgnedly deckred 
it to the World. Whole Books yet extant would in- 
ftr* 6 t a Man in what moll- a Philofepher to 

know, the Accomplifhment of whefe Predi&ions did 
fuffieieutly afcteft their Eaiihfotoef* *imd Integrity ; «*nd 
Which tlttyfkrou^.cdi£i»d fc 
Itoth 'd Aeir I)b£britifss^ ihey *vagh*&ed >Uie 
J jfi^t<!^t©r.of tkc WfcMrei&t, hU Sm 

t , wwjh 

this 
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this Advice. Biotas for thyfeif, abov* all Things pray 
thltihe Gates of Light may be fet open to thee; for 
fthcfel ftrC not Things difccmed and nnderftood by ait 
sxxddp God and ChUist^ grant to a Man the Knowledge 
«$f dzepu .Which being ended, he immediately 

departed from him.* 

This wi&.pifcourfc of this venerable Man kindled si 
divine Flame id tlie Martyr’s 6oul, and a iincerc: Love 
of the Prophet# and thofe excellent Men that were 
fVt ends to Christ; fo that he began fcrioujjy to. en- 
quire into the Chriftian Religion, which he cota&ifefi b* 
found admirably adapted to terrify and perfuade thofe 
tfat were out of the right Way, and to procure ferenity 
arid peace of .Mind to thofe that were cotfverfatit la 
it! whCreia be wfcs much confirmed by the Irtnoceftcy 
of the Chri&ian Lives, the conftancy of their Suffer* 
ings,.thc gwateft Torments of their undoubted Refolu- 
tibns to embrace Death in its moil dreadiul Appear- 
ance? This very Account he gives t>f it to the Roms# 
jEmperor. For my own, Part, fays he, being detained in 
the Study of Phiiofophy, when I beard the Chnilian* 
traduced add reproached, and yet faw them fearkfslj 
rfcflun^ upon Death, and enduring all thpfe Tolttupc# 
that art maffjdreadftal to Human Nature, I concluded* 
that it was impoffible thofe Men Should wallow in Vioe^. 
afcdby carried adray with J ill and Ple^UirU. Fortwhaf* 
Mm that fa a&laue, to lntcmpcrance %i t 

* oca|| 
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merits. can chear fully bid Death welcome, which he 
knows mull put a Period to all his Pleafures and De- 
JEghts ; and would not rather endeavour by all Means 
to prolong bis Life as much as poffible ; and to conceal 
hjtmfelf from the Notice of the Magiftrate, rather than 
voluntarily betray and offer hirafelf to prefect Execu- 
tion ? And certainly the Martyr's Rcafonings were unan- 
swerable, feeing there could not be a more effect ual Pro of 
of their Innocency, and of the Truth and Excellency of 
their Religion, than by being Roafted, Tormented, Be. 
headed every Day, and ftaling the Verity thereof with 
their lali Breath. 

After Ins Conversion to Chriftianity, he writ a DIf- 
courfe to the GentilE si who were troubled at the Lofs 
of fo ufeful and eminent a Perfon, and wondered at his 
ftulden Change, 'Wherein he thus befpeaks them; Think 
not, O ye Greeks, that I have raflily and without de-, 
liberation departed from the Rites and Ceremonies of 
your Religion ; for I. could find nothing in it really fk- 
credy and worthy of Divine Acceptance; the matters 
among you, as your Poets liave ordered them, are Mo. ■ 
ailments of nothing but Madnefs and Intemperance; 
and if a Man apply himfclf, even to the moll learned 
among ybu, for Initrudlion, he fliall be intangled in a 
tkoufartd Difficulties, and' become the mod confided 
Man iritfre World. And* then proceeds with a great 
Jkai aad Eloquence, to expofe the Folly tad 

AbfjftdiW*! 
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jftMu rditiet of dit Foundation of the Paoax 
•C reed, ctmalndinghi* Addrefs withtbefe Exhortation*, 
Come hither, O ye Greeks, apd partake of a rpoft 
incomparable Wifdom, md be ,i«fkro&ed in a Dirims 
Religion, and acquaint jQurfelyas with an luamotal 
JGrag. 3ftep0me a* I am, fw I fbmetime was as you 
are. Thfe ia the Efficacy and Pivinhy of the Da&riflt, 
which like a Skilful Gbstrm, expels" all comipt and poi- 
fbaousAifcdrionsr out of the -Soul* andbaniihes that J)u|t 
which is the Fount a in of all Evil, whence Enormities, 
Strifes, Enyy, Emulation, Anger, and fuch like mifehiew- 
ousPafiiona, do pro^fid# .which being once driven out, 
the&onl : prefen tly enjoys a plcafant Calm^fsfs and Tranqui- 
lity. And being delivered from that Yoke of Eyils that 
before lay upon Neck, k afpires and mounts up to its 
Creator; it being but fuitabie that it (hould return to 
that Place from whence it borrowed bsOrigioab 

He came jLp Rome probably, about the beginning ef 
the I^ejgft.qf Ant0*»{kus Pi us, where he fixed, his habi,- 
ttttiof), apd ftrenuoufiy promoted the Caufe of Chrifti- 
anityj and in, confuting the Hcrefies that then difturbed 
the Churchy especially thofe invented by .Mar cion,, yvho 
tya* the Son of , a Biihop, born in Pojntus, and for de- 
vouring a Virgin was ca& put of the Church; where - 
upon^jbt fied \o Roms, and broached many horrid Er- 
rors j particularly, that there were two Gods, one, 
Ahe Creator of th£ World, whom he made to be the 

5 0 Cud 
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God of the Old Teflamerit, : tnd tile Author of EviL 
The other a more Sovereign- and Supreme Being, ' Crea- 
tor of more excellent Things, the Father of Ghrift? 
Vhoin he fent into the World to diflolve the Law and 
the Prophets* afld to deftroy the Works of the othdr 
Deity, whom he filled the Ghd of the Jews. AboUt 
the Year of our Lord t6o, the Chrifliahs were Tevertdf 
nfed ; for though Antoninus Piu*s was a mild Prince* 
and published no Edi&s again ft the Chriftians, yet they 
being generally defamed as a wicked and barbarou& Ge* 
Ueration, they were perfecuted in all Places, by Virtue 
of the particular Edicts of former Efnperors, and the 
general flariding Laws c/f tlie Roman Empire,; tovin- 
dlcate them from the Afperfion cafl upon them, and to 
mitigate ihe Severities ufed towards them. Justin 
writ his Apology, jirefenting it to the Emperor, to his 
two Sons, and to the Senate, and by them to (he whole 
People of Rome, wherein with great Evidence of Rea- 
son he defends the Chriftiahs from the fcotfimon Objec- 
tions of their Enemies, proves the Divinity of theChriftfr 
an Faith, and fhews how unjuft arid urfreafonable it was 
to proceed againft them without due <26nvi«Rion . fcftd 
Form of Law ; acquaints them with the innocent Rite# 
and Uiagesof the Chriftian Church; and laftly, reminds 
the Emperor, that Adrian, his Predcceflbr* com- 
manded that the Chriftians fhoul'd hot be n^edtefsiy and 
unjuflly vexed,* but their Caufc fhould be determined in 
open Judicature* J J *'* ’ * 

- f The 
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. The Erapcmr, who was of a p^erdful snd generous 
, Difpofition, being moved by this Apology, and by the 
Notices he received front other Parts, of the Empire* 
gave Order, thoi the CliriiUaps he^ceforward ihouki be 
.treated more getitly, as appears*. by the following letter 
Ad thb Commonalty oL Asia, 

A ntoninus cjesai^ Empetorand High PrUfi, 

pother. 'of- the Country, to thy common AJfembly of 
% Asia, Greeting f am very o#ell ajfured, that the Gods 
4he^ [thee will take Care that this < Kind of Mcn Jfiadl not 
*fc<*pfl 1 $; being much ytere \tbdr. Casern tba$ it com be 
youi'Sy to A puni/b thxfe that refttfe to Wfjhip them ; whom 
you do hut more Jlrongly confirm tfyeis own Sentiments anf 
Opinions while you vex and opprefs them 9 accufe them for 
'Aihgifis* Qiid charge other Things ypqn them, width, you 
.are not able to laafie gqod ; nor cast a mgre acceptable Kind* 
nefsbe done them, than that being qccefed they may Jem to 
chafe rather to die than to five, for the Sale .of chat God 
whom they warfbip. By « which Meant they get the better* 
being ready to *lay dawn: tbdr Lives, rithtr. than, be per* 
funded to comply with yoyr G ammands, As for the Earfh'r 
■quakes that have been , or that may yet happen* it snay n & 
be aintfs to adverttfe you, whqfe Minds are. ready tfi defpoad 
under anp fuck Accidents, to compare your Cafe with theirs* 
They tit fwch d Time air mtkh more feevre and confident in 
their God) whereas you feenmig p dtfewm Gad aBthe. while, 
uiglsSboth the Ritesof other GW/,, and.fhc Rclrgiw of' 
£ i that 
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that Immortal Deity j nay? bmmjb and poefeente to Death 
tkk Chrijtiam that Viorflitp km* CcmcerAing thefe Mck, 
fevered Frovernori of Provinces j hove written ft tn y Father 
of S acted Memory % to mkom be returned this Anfnoer : 
A that they Jkould be m Way molded* mdefs it appeared 
that they attempted fomcthing agdmjithe Stats of the RdMULfc 
Empire Yea * and 1 myfetf> have received many Notices 
Sf tUs Nature, to winch 1 Ottfwered according to the *ftt(u>r 
if my Father's ConJKtutlm. After att which, if anfJMl 
ddntinue to trouble themy nierriy betaufc they are Chrifttuks^ 
'Let hint that is indrBed, he df charged f ahhottgb it Appear 
ihdt hz be a Cbrifiiait, and let the tnforn&r btmfcif nndcrgp 
the Pu'nijfsmcnt* Pdbtxjbed at E r hx 9 ui in the Pttke of the 
common Affembly of Asia* ‘ * 

Noflottg afiWr this, St* Justh* teems to have revilited 
the Eaftern Parts, and coming to Ernests, fell' into 
Acquaintance with TrY*hOit the Jew, a Man of great 
Nut£ aad Eminfency, who had* fted hid Gomitryin the 
Jttfc War, wherein BaAc h atwA shad, excited and headed 
the Jews to a* Rebellion againft the- R© haws'* finer which 
Time# lie had Hved in Gaa&CR, and efpeciafiy it Gdw 
knot Hi aad had mightily unproved himfeif by ©on* 
atvfittg ^i*h the Philofophcf* of fchote Countries i With 
hrmr Ju *ti w 4iQ>u*#d two Days fticceflively* whereto* he 
(o adiiiraBly defended tki Ghrrfiian Religion, that he 
cot the wy^fiideiredf the Jewilh Canted and difedvartd 
thdf iaft^acdble^Spitt add Msdice;who not content to 

rejeft 
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Ghn&aafey, fcrft peculiar Beiibts'up ahddboa 
the WorMto fprcad Abrdad, that Js sri the fokuiLaum 
yra* a spd Scdaccr, a*d hi* whok Rebgiw 

nothing bkta GitffctJtod an Itopoftcr; dad jn*hafr 'pah- 
J»Q ’Synag^i^e^ . they folemttif anathematised; 41 
♦maned Ckriiiiwi^. hated them with a mfcrud Ejumkfc 
opprefljed ,and wkr&md them ''whmeiKf they got theto 
if their Power* uakffc they wooW renounce and bkf- 
^hevde Ghjust. T hte Iflue of ahi$ Co*fete*ce iptai, 
•hat the jvw acknowledged himftlf Irighly jrfeafed with 
JkisDifcott die, profeftag#* that he found more irt k tkao 
he could imagine, wiftitig he mightjelljoy it oftetier, as 
It would conduce , greatly ‘to the Un4er#a»4h^of tbpt 
Scripture. • . . ■ i 

Justin now prefented his fecond Apology to the 
Emperor M. Antoninus upon tliis Occa&on ; a Wo- 
man at Rome had, together with her Huiband, lived* in 
all Manner of Wantonnefs and Debauchery; but being 
-Converted to Ghriilianky, ihe fought by all Argument 
and Perfuafion ip reclaim him frpm hk vicious Cpurfes ; 
But though the Man was Obftinate and Deaf to Reafon* 
yet her Friends told her, ihe ought to continue with him, 
till finding him gr6w intolerable, Ihfe procured a Bill of 
DWnrce from him. . The Man being inraged at htf 
Wife’s Departure, accufed her to the Emperor for being 
» Chvifiiaui She. liketaife petit toned that ihe might an- 
fw<r for Juedklf, Whereupon he left Profccuting her, 

and 

-* ' 
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oiad'.fill.iipon onc PTOt&MMU i>ylwhoin (he !hkd .bce» 
-Converted to the Cliriftfah Faith ; die procured 

>4»-be~mip?ifoacd and tortured s longs Tfrme,’ purely for 
pTOjVffin£ him&lf a Chriftian. At 4*A, being brought 
tyfoi# UtBiCfuaj, PiHefeft of the City* he wa$ cui- 
«4&nne4 to Death, whewat Lucias, aOhriftian thatt 
ftobd bji, could Hot forbear to tell the Judge, it woe 
terr hard that an inftocfcnt -and' virtuous Man -charged 
w'kh no Crime, ihottld be adjudged to die merely far 
bearing the Name of a Chriftian, a Thing, no; Waf 
creditable* to- the Goveemaeat of fuch Emperors a* 
they had, and of the Auguft Senate <of Rome- 5 which 
had no fooner faid, ibut hep wa#^ together with 
the other, fentenced to die. The Severity of thefc 
Proceedings, awakened Jostis's Care for the reft of 
his Brethren, who immediately drear up a nr Apdlogy 
Tor them, 'tvith a true Relation of their Cafe, and cbm> 
plains of the Injuftice and Cruelty of fnch Pro, 
ctdures, to punifh Mert 'merely for the Name tirf 
■'Chriftian s, without accufing them of any materwtt 
Crimes, and anfwcrs all* the Obje&ions ufually urged if- 
l gainfbthem. x * * : ' ' •* 7 .... ^ ; t 

*- The Martyr's A&ivrty^and Zeal for the Caufe of 
*ChrKl iamty, Airred up the ‘Malice of ©u« Crescent 
; againft him, who wis a Cy v ubic.* PhUofophqr, and like 
t bereft of that Sec^< pr(ktd and conceited, furly and 
*i!l-raturrd ? who by aH bafe Arts’ eudeavonfed to traduefc 
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theChtiftianJH a ad torep^efetittb^FReMgiMa uadcrth* 
iMit infiumms^r^er ? with Avhom jo stjn -formerly 
had fpme Dilutes at Roms, baft found bin* / wretched- 
ly ignorant of tfeeTAHairs of OmlUar*; and ftrongly 
feiafed by Malice and Envy : : And. fiufcftjtht Philohv 
pbcr doirld ; .uot confine him tby force of ;At$um«»t» be 
could * t&ixykvof mb fitter Way. toopprefs him than by 
pngagiag the Secular Powcnrs again il hifiv. Makcv< 
AnTosmnos was a great Philosopher, hu< withal itaknis 
for the Pagan >Rit<fe bud SupediUtioo, atnl *fcrij>ed the 
Chritlians ready Re Solution to Suffer . !>eath, t<* -meet 
faubbovaaefs ’ and OWHaacy. So thatk wa* ao liai# 
hhtfyf for Gkescbn* to pepptbe. \&i particular Diff 
favour toward Just*** which hc h«n(clf ft>rtfaw, aiui 
acquainted the Emperof therewith f ; nor ^as he at all 
miftaken, the envious Man procuring him to be fent 
into Prifon, Where, the Greek HifthriiW fafl hd Was 
cxcreifed with many, preparatory Tortures* itx Coder to 
M^rtytdom. Ju s-tin and fix' of HU Companions were 
apprehended, and ferbkg fit before Re srrrctjs* Prefect 
the City, who perfmided h>ih to obey thd Gtk&jaitd 
rdiiply with th* Emperor’s Edi&sr He . replied, That 
no Man could fee juflly blamed for obeying, the. Cent- 
fcaflfds Of oar 8a*iouu Christ. fr The Governor en- 
quired Whaft fond of Learning and' Discipline , he had 
heeh brought up tfi ? ' ffe tedd feikn* he hiSflfodeavutired 
f6 UiKldrrtartd 1 all Kind* of Discipline and Learnings but 
fed 1 fatally the Chrifti&n discipline* bow little 

* ,:>i Stevef 
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hmrrct tb rnm e fl c uHn td bjsiUrwho Imc kdiftteErrdr 
and inlfe Opinions. Wretcl* that j|ytt art {4*id the 
Governor), art than then taken with tf|a£ X^£sipiine * 
tell me tfhat it is? He anfwcixB/ The eight Bto&rind 
whieh woChriftmno.pi©ufly profefn, ia this. Wd believe 
thc<ette roly God) the Creator wf aft Things Vifible 
'and ccmfefs pu/ •X tmld jistu jCtautT to 
be the Son -of rGou foretold by the Frbpket<r of OH, 
tfnd’whti fliali hereafter come ta be the Judge rf Mail- 
lbinj> '» Saviour, a Preacher, and Mailer p£ aR thole 
wh^afe duly inftrodted by him i That m'ior.him&lf, he 
thought he- whs ‘tab mean, to be* able to fay any Thing 
becoming his ihilftke Deity ; thattlus wan the Bnfinela 
etf *tbe FVopheta, %ho had many v Age«i before foretold 

the £6nt$Agof His into the Wotid. ; ^ 

• , ■ *» ' • ” 

' ■ • ' * i 

.» Thd Fr&fc& then 'enquiring, \Y herd the Chriftiam 
wtre i ntatat 1 Ur afiembFe* and: having ejumwtetb hia . Com^ 
paaioan^hcatgatn fpokt thu* to Jus Ttn^Hfar thud tb*tM 
thted 'fjr thy Eloquence, Hud ithcfu^rt lort^e 

Stoth, IF I caifici tkee tQ he Sodwgetl: from iBead to 
Foot, do& ;thmi ’tin ak> tht>u iMvgd ipHraven? Ho 
replied. That though he (hbnU.be tJ^^.uCed^ yiet-bp 
hoped taenjoyrthe PqtUpo <$f ^lr true ©lyifti^gs, weft 
knowing tha^ anf HbweeitAy ; lai fpr att 

in cb, and Aili be m }fWg fcher JV*>#l<^endprefr • Xh«f 

Governor? finding tWk Co*ft$jis$r, , #offtnand?d ; then* 
\innniiaod% io Saitfrke ho tke |}flbk^ No M&^fqid 
* v * thp 
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the Martyr, that is in his Senfet, will defert the true 
Re li g ioa tn hill ^■ Sn i ii— in — d Ii flinty . -Xbeywere 
then threatened to betormented without Mercy, unlefa 
they complied, There is nothing, faith Justin, which 

we more earneiliy defire, than to emlure Torments for 
the Sake of our Lord Jesus Christ and be fared » 
for this will promote our Happinefs, and procure the 
Omlhkttce ^before that dreadful Tribunal of our Lord 
and "Saviour, before which the whole World mull ap' 
pcnr. His Companions aflentcd to wlrat he had faid 
aHUing difpatch quickly, what thou hail a mind to do; 
for .we are Cbri Ilians, and cannot Sa:riHce to Idols : 
Whereupon, the Governor pronounced this Sentence, 

4 They wjio rc'fufe to do Sacrifice to the Gods, and to 
obey the Imperial Edi£l$, let them be firft Scourged, 
ahd then Beheaded, according to the Laws. The Ho- 
ly Martyrs rejoiced an\l blefTcd God for the Sentence 
pafled upon them ; and being led back to Prifon, were v 
accordingly whipped, and afterwards beheaded. Their 
dead Bodies the Chri Ilians* took up and decently buried. 
They fullered in the Year of Christ 165, in the third 
Year of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, Emperoi: of 
Rome., 
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The LIFE of St. IRENJEU S, Biftiop of 
Lyons, who was murdered there, with many others.' 


T HE Ancients not having particularly fixed ^he 
Place of the Nativity of St: I&en^eus, he is ge- 
nerally fuppofed to be born in Smyrna, or thereabouts. 
Iu his Youth he was educated in the Studies of PhUofo- 
phy and Human Learning, whereby he was prepared 
- * ' to 
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to be afterwards an ufeful Inftrument . in the Church. 
Me was Converted to Chrjilianity, faith St. Jbrom^ by 
Papias, Biihop of Heliopolis* wh^ had himfelf con. 
Yerfed.w^th the Apolbles and their Followers, and .was 
One .of St. John’s Oifeiples: But he himfelf declarer, 
that he received the Seeds of the true Apoftolick Doc- 
trine from St. Po^ycarpus, Bift)op of Smyrna ; fo* 
mbomhehad to grjeat a . Reverence, that he took parti- 
cular Notice of whatever was remarkable in hijp> the 
Memory whereof he preferved to his dying Day. By 
whofe Hand he was Confecrated to the Miniftry of Re- 
ligion, is not known, nor upon what Occafion he came 
into France ; probahly, he accompanied Poly car pus 
in his Journey to Rome, about the Controverfy con. 
ceraing the Time of keeping Easter. Irenjeus we 
are allured came to Lyons, a famous City in Franck* 
renowned among other Things, for its Temple and 
Altai^ere^led t<>the Honour of Aug-ustus C^sAR*at 
tl^pfljnmon Charge of all France ; where they held 
f Solemnity from all Parts of the Country 

t^pori the fitft of August ; and upon this Day it wag 
.that mod of the Martyrs fuffered in the following Per- 
f^ cut ion. j Thefe Feftivals were commonly celebrated 
* with great Contenfiqns for Learning and Eloquence,, 
and with Sports. ^ and t Shows, and efpecially with the 
bloody Conflifts of Sword-players* with barbarous, 
Ufages, and throwing Malefaftors fo be devoured by: 
Wild Bealls, in the Amphitheatre * wherein Euseb^v si 

• ;.V 
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fays, the Martyrs bore a fed and mlteaHe Part: 
continued at Lyons feveral Years, under the Careand- 
Govemment of Polinitt, till a heavy Storm fdbdpoir 
<he Church in the Reign of M. AuRE^itis ANtdirtNOs* 
in the Year of Christ 177, a violent Perftcutiotf then 
breaking out in all Places, but raged efpecially irr 
France ; whereof the Churches of Lyons and Vit.N J 
in a Letter to them of Asia and Phrygia, give art 
Account 1 telling them, that it 'Was impoffible fbtr 
them particularly to defence the Barbarities ah d Cruelty* 
of their Adverfaries, and tlie Severity of tlicde 'for- 
tures that were infli&ed upon the Martyrs £ beiifg Bn- 1 
nifhed from theif Houfes % and forbid to appear in pub** 
Ho, reproached, beaten, Harried from one Place to an<*v 
ther, plundered, Honed, imprifoned, and treated with 
tjl Manned of Indignity. 

' Nor did the Martyrs’ write only to the Asia* 
Churches; But likewife to Elotheruts, Biflicfp bP 
Rome, and fent their Letter by Irbn^Os, ' v htottr they* 
perfuaded to undertake the JoUmey, and whom they- 
panic ulariy recommended to him by very honourable 
'Pcffimony, defiring him tb reeeive^him, not only a* 
their Brother and C^p^uibki, but as a zealous Prd*, 
fifforand defender of dm Religion \Tftich '©rfkiS'T 
liad ratified with his Blood- And now the Rtffcdbtidft' 
«et LY<9N%heiug carried on* with greater Rage, vaft Nnar* 
tb R a ck i n g * 
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and*' Tortures, and among othera* Polunw, the Re*o-^ 
re fid ^uKhagtt&ftiftiop of that Place, beings abo ut alttetyr 
Years WAs apprehended, irtOjdcr'to?kiffer the iAm* 
Ideal whom* Ageand' Skfcnefs* bad rendered fo in* 
fitter ttstfc he- w$s : hazily; abk to c*awt to Ins- Execu- 
tion ; but he had a vigorous Mind in a decayed 
ruinous Body, and an earn c it Deiirc to give the higheit 
Teitittariy to the Truth of the Cbrifthra Religion, 
which he profdfed; by laying down his linfe for ih 
Being’ f<fiied by the Officers*, be wafr brought before 
the pUbKc Tribunal, the Magiftrintes of the City fbl«- 
lbwin^'kfter, and the Multitudes giving fucK loudi 
Shouts and Acclamations, as if* our Bicffed* Saviour' 
Himfdf had been leading to Execution. The Gover- 
nor demanded of him, who the God of the Chriftiaus 
Was ? which he knowing to be a captiotis and enfnariiig' 
(^uedion, returned fot Aftfwer, « Wert thoU worthy* 
thou ihould know : Pot there is a Reference due to the 
principles of' Religion, Which obliges us not to caft 
Pearls before Swine; left* they trample them under their 
feet.* Whereupon, without refpeft to his Age, 
was ruddy dragged a way, atad violently beaten; thoffc 
that wiert near, kicking hfiir with their Feet, and'ftrrk- 
ittg late’ with* their FiltV; they- that* Were farther eflj 
throwingttt kim whatf&^y could- meet With/ every Mair 
diinking it a Crime not to- ihftidt fame PutHlhment upon 
Jlim* to r*Vt#fge the Quarrel of their Gods But then* 
fa fage ft^e thoughtit Would bo^o*g*»a*« I&adaefi* 

to 
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to diipatch him aU at <>oce, and ? tis like defignedhirn % 
fecoad Tragedy,, yet were therein difappointed ; for 
being taken up with fo ; little: Breath, that , he ,waf 
hardly perceived.tp, live* be , \<m thrown into PriCo*^ 
where two 'Day* after he refigoed his t Soul to hisHea-. 
▼enly Father. ; . , v ; ; . 

'• • ; ; . : : ^ ^ i 

The Church of Lyons, being thus depmed of . it* 
Spiritual Guide f Iren^us, a Perfon ^poured and ad~ 
mired by all, fuccee^ed him about rife Year 179, in a 
troublefome and terapeftuous Seafon ; but he being a. 
prudent and fkilful Pilot, fleered the Ship, with wife* 
Condu& and Courage; of which there was Need 
enough, the Church being at this Time afiaulted by. 
Enemies without, and undermined and betrayed by 
Hcrefies within. The attempts of the one he allured 
wjth Meeknefs and Patience ; *but his Zeal againft the 
other engaged him to oppofe them by Preaching and. 
Writing 1 For having given us ap Account of Marcus 
pne of the Ghoftick Hereticks and his Followers, of 
their beaflly and licentious Praftices , and by what 
wicked Arts and Magical Hellifh , Rites they yere wont 
to eiifnare and draw in their, fcjluced profeiytea, be tells 
us ; thfy were come into the Countries round/ him all 
along the Roa|i r where they generally prevailed upon, 
the weaker Se*, corrupting their Minds, and debauch*, 
ipg their Bodies ; fpme of ; . whorl* being, afiterjwards 
Convinced of their Error* made, public Coeftffion of 

their 
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'tkcir Crimes, while others became Apoftates from all 
• Religicto. Again If fome of thefe he personally en- 
countered, ***! writ a Book agaiuil Heretics, which at 
that Tithe were; foprodigtoUfly extravagant, that, as 
he himfelf ob&rves, it was a Victory enough o ver than 
■only tt> djfcover and dete^i them,, ; 

7 And. indeed Irena&xjs . a*d .the reft of the learned 
. Bifhops were very, a&ive to expofe die Eirors that then 
. aryfc. Nothing being more cemmonly obje&ed againft 
, the Truth and Divinity of theChriftian Religion, than 
•that they were rept and torn into fo many Schifm.s and 
Heretic^ which Objection St. Clemens of Am; x a n- 
dr ! a admirably encountered at that Time with found 
Rtafonings. * The firft Thing they charge upon us, 
fays he, and for which they cannot embrace the Chrif- 
linn .Faith, i.s the Di verfitiex of Opinions and Se&s 
that are among us ; whereas there were various Se&& and 
•Farties^among the Jews, and the Heathen Phil prophet’s, 
yet this, did not hinder any Man from adhering to the 
Jewiflv Ceremonies and l)ifcip‘ine, nor from iiudying 
. the Philofophy of the Gentiles* Moreover our Loro 
- foretold, that Errors would grow Up with the Truth* 
~ like Tares among the Wheat, which accordingly was 
x -cotne to pafs, but Ihould rather caufe us to ilick clofer 
to die 'Truth, .than to call it off. And the Apoftle 
-has told os, that there wilLbe Heresies, that they that 
" are approved' a Ur be made toanifril ; that they heartily 
rv 4 * entertain 
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fcntmiin the Chr4ftkni Etb&r iae, «nd imghwe and p&- 
feve^e in an Holy Life. The Traveller will 4iot be 
dSfcoaftiged from •gefoghts Journey, keGHufe*thfet*e#rc 
Trainy f Ci^ft*#^s that thwart tbe'OomffiGh Hoad ? bfcit 
will rather* enquire whieh is the plain and *KrrigV High- 
way : Neither will the Hulbandtnan refnfe to TiU *hi« 
Ground, becaufe Weeds grow up together with the 
Plants. And therefore ddrofe *T3ifterence$ fhbuM make 
us more carefully examine TrbtH From Falrtiddd, ahd 
Idealities from Pretences, fhaY efcaping the Shafts 
v.l'iidh are phurfibly lard^ that we may attain to 
that which is really Truth indeed, and which 
ts not hard to be found of thetn that fincerdy 

feek it.’ ’ ‘ 

&.*■*'* I | : . ' 

’Hrriijt paflbd over the Reign of the Emperor 
CoMwrofers, tf ho thmigh one of the moll diftehite a*d 
lleb^rutfied Frinm that ever reignrd, yet created to 
DilVurbance 'tb the ChrifUaas.; Nbdt'the calm and quiet 
T)m which they for '(bine Years enjoyed, and udw *k- 
>pfred hrifler the Emperor ®Ev£ros, who begin- tit eniel 
dnd bloody Pertbent ion agwinll: them, prc#fee9*litnig them 
wifh grest ‘SeveHty m allr<P«rt8 of the RtomAk Em- 
pire. Tcfr'hittofclf had formerly .been Governor I6f this 
-very Pro Vince of Ltctns, and^n^ab^ /had -obfiwvtd 
1*^ Airs* and the -floiirifliing fitate of the Chutch tn 
tMt’Gfty, ahdtnight thefclorc be more violent An Ms 
Ihrurccfedings agninil theU^hrrftiam in this Place. The 

Peifeaution 
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jPerfecution which reached but feme few in other 
Parts to make them exemplaiy, in .this Country all 
. alike. For the ancient Martyrologieis inform ns, that 
Irevaus was at length put N to Death, together with 
almoft all the CbriftiaiM of that vaft City, by varidus 
and inhuman Tortures; by being broken on the Wheel, 
Crucifying, Burning, and other Torments, whofe Nurfi- 
; hers could not be reckoned up, fo that the Street's of 
ihe City flowed with the Blood of Chriftianfc. He, 
.fufljered; Martyrdom either at the Time of thatblooiiy 
. Edi^t which Sever os publifhed againft the Chriftiahs 
about the tenth Year of his'Reign, iii 202, or at bis 
^Expedition into Britain in $08, whfen he took Lyons 
in, his Way, and might fee Execution dome with his 
own .Eyes, was a fierce and cruel Prince, and was par- 
ticularly chfpleafed with the Citizens of Lyons, and h 
bitter Enelriy to the Chriftians. 

. Iren /bus was a true Lover of Gpd; and of the 
tSpuls of IN^en, for procuring whofe ffappimfs he de- 
clined no Danger nor Difficulties, leaving his own 
Country to take fo tedious and troubkfome a Journey* 
and jjtftead. of the (mooth and polite Manners of. the 
taflern Nation, *0 fix his Dwelling among s People 
of a wild and favage Temper, and whom be mult con- 
vert to Civility, before he gained them to, Religion? 
and was fofeed to Jeara the rugged and barbarous Lan- 
guage of the Country, before he could do any geed 

Vpoa 
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upon them. All which lie chearfully underwent, that 
he might be ferviceable to the great Interefts of Men ; 
and afterwards fet ; himfelf with all Induftry to defend 
the Chriftian Religion agairifl all its Oppofers, Writing 
federal excellent Books to that Purpofe. And that his 
Writings might not be corrupted by future Ages, he added 
this folemn and Religious Atteflation to one of them : 

4 I adjure thee, whoever thou art, that (halt Transcribe 
this Book, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by his 
glorious Coming* wherein he (hall Judge both the. 
•Quick arid the Dc&d, that thou compare wHat thou 
Tranfcrib.eft it ; and that thou likewife Transcribe this 
Adjuration, and annex it to thy Copy* 1 And vfcellit 
had been, if the Books of the ancient Writers of the 
iChurch had -been conveyed down to us more found and 
unpolluted. I (hall add no more, but only what Euse- 
bius has thought worth taking Notice of ; that iri the 
Time of Iren ^us, miraculous Gifts and Powers were 
very common in the Church : For fo he . tells us, that 
fome expelled and caft Devils out of feveral Perfons 
who thereupon embraced Chriftianity. Others had 
Vifions and 1 Revelations, and foretold Things to come : 
Sortie fpoke all Manner of Languages, and as Occafion 
was, difcovered Mens Thoughts and fecret Purpofes, 
and expounded the MyfterieS and deep Things of God : 
Others miraculortfly healed the &ick, and by laying 
Hands’ upon them, reftored their Health : And many 
railed the Dead, the Perfon fo raifed living among them. 

many 
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many Years after. The Gifts as he fpeaks, which 
GoD, in the Name of our Crucified Lord, then be- 
ftowed upon the Ckurch being innumerable ; all which 
they ' fincerely and freely improved to the great Advan- 
tage and Benefit of the Word. Whence, with juft 
Reafon he urges the Truth of the Chriftian Religion in 
general, and how much Advantage true Chriftians had 
to trjumph over all thofe Impofteis and Seducers who 
fheltered themfelves under the venerable Titles of being 
Chri(iians t 
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The LIFE of St. THEOPHIL0S, BifhpjpT 
of Antioch, who endeavoured to Convert his Friend 
Autql y c us to the Chrilliaa Faith, 


T HOUGH we have very little Account from 
Antiquity concerning this venerable Perfon, yet 
it is raanifeft that he was not the fame to wliom St* 
Lv&e dedicates his Gofpel, there being a great 

pittance 
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Diftance of Time between them. It is not certain that, 
he was born at Antioch, but it is manifefl that hisr 
Parents were Gentiles or Heathens, by whom he war* 
educated in the common Ritee of that Religion which, 
then governed tbe World. They gave him all the* 
Accomplifhments ox a learned and liberal Education, 
and his Acutenefs in his Studies, acquainted him with 
the Writings of all the great Mailers of Learning and. 
Philofdphy in the Heathen World; which being ac- 
companied with a quick and pleafant Wit (as appear* 
from his Difputcs with the Gentiles) rendered him. 
Man very, confiderable among them. The Ancients 
give us very little Notice, whew, or bywhat-fyle^U* he*, 
yras concerted to Chrillianity, only from thq pifcinxzff » 
he left behind him, we may gather, tha^t .b^ing a Man 
of an, inquffttive Temper, and Qucltioxilc£s of a very,, 
hondl Mind, he made a more free and impartial Search 
into the Nature and State of Things, and found; that 
the Religion in which he was engaged was altogether 
Urifatisfa&ory : That the Stories of their Gods wtfrc 
Abfurd and Frivolous,, and Gome of them Prophane and 
Impious. That the Ceremonies of their Worihjp were 
Trifling and. Ridiculous ; he confldered the fevend pane* : 
of the Creation, and that the excellent Providence 
which governed the World, wherein he eafily difeermd . 
the plain Footfteps of a Wife and Omnipotent 
find that God had purpofely dtfpofe A Things. thjus^rttat ‘ 
hi* Graduate suid Majefly might appear to aU. Be. 

^then 
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feenia to hav^ betaken himfelf to the Study ofthe 
Books that contained the Religion, of the Chriftians* . 
rfpecially the Writings of the Prophets, and to have 
coniidered the Importance .of the Revelations, the 
Meann^fs arid OBfcurity of their Perfon3and Education* 
their exaft Harmony and Agreement, and the certainty 
of their Predictions, th<? Events being always Anfyfer^ . 
able to their Proplieiles; and Concludes, that whoever 
would but ferioufly Contemplate them, would foon come 
to the exaCt Knowledge of the Truth. 

• Indeed, the^Belief of the Rcfurre&ion of the Body 
did fcdn^what obftrttCl his full Compliance with the 
Cfrriftiaft HoCtrines as he himfelf ConfefTes, having^ 
been brought up in the Schools of Philofophy, where 
he bad been Taught that from a Privation of Life there , 
can be no Return again to the Pofleffion of it ; neither 
probably could he conceive how Mens fcattered Dull 
fhoukl be gathered up, and compofe again the fame 
Bodies.- And it is Manlfeft that this Chriftian Princi- . 
pie met -with 1 piote Oppolition {tom the Wife and 
Learned than .the other. When St. Paul preached to 
the Philoibpl^ers at Athens, while he told them of 
Judgment to come, they made no Scruple of Entertain- 
ing it* as- being a Principle evident by natural Light ; 
but when die E)ifcourfed to them of the future Refur* 
re^ibhy they rejected' it ^witli Contempt and Scorn; 
read in 1 Acts xvir, 32. And when they Heard of 
J "’’ ? - the 
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tlie Refurre&ion of the Dead, they mocked ; And 
other* that were more Sober and Grave, took Time to 
cpnfidcr of it. Saying, we will .hear jtbee again of tins 
.Matter; Yea a grave i^^fopl^r, after lie 

was Baptized into the Chriltian Religion, pnfahcly 
declared his Di/Tent to %: Article, of the Refutreflion 
33 to the common Explication of it.; though there i'cems 
tp.be no Reafon, vvhy.any that pun a Being of Infinite 
Power Ihculd doubt of the Truth thereof; it being 
equally eafy for Omnipotence to refore our fcattered 
Dull, and conjbine them again fn the fame Afifs. .as It 

■was at firft, to create ;them out of .nothing. 

* t r ^'. . ' . . 1 . . I ■; J. " ' j f 

B.ut Th f. o p h 14- v 5. at length conquered this OhjVyiIon t 
Once tiie Refurre&ion of the Dead is fo Pofitively de« 
Hared and aflerted in the Holy Scriptures^ mid thus 
became a ChfiiHaq, . taking bunftuary iji tlie Churchy 
which .(its himfelf exprefit-s it) God has fet Jn the 
World like, Ida ad in. the Mid ft of the £ea # - ir f to 
whofe. fafe and .convenient Harboiijs the Lovers ^ of 
Truth might flip; and all thufc who dciireto be faved, 
and to cfcapp ( t!*e Judgment and the Wrath to yoipe; 
.Rejoicing that they bore the Name of a Chpftian, 
which w^as fo dear to. God, how much foever ot^ier- 
vife def^ifed and fcopned by an Igno^nit and Evil 

Ag?. . ... 

Ab»ut the Year j 6 p f it js , recorded he was made 

Bi&op 


Digitized by Google 



U4 Y/* LIFE of St. TNEOPHILUS, 

Birtiop of Antioch; and being fixed in liis Charge, 
fet himfelf to promote the truelntereft andllappinefs of 
Men, endeavouring by all Means to bring over others, 
by Arguments and liis good Example, to that Faith 
which he had entertained himfelf. Among the reft, 
he endeavoured to Convert his great Friend Autolv- 
chus; a Perfon of great Note, of whom he gives this 
Account: He Was a Perfon Leaded and Eloquent, 
curious in all Arts and Sciences, and fo unwearied in 
•the Study of them, that he feemed to bury himfelf 
^mong Books, depriving himfelf of his natural Reft, 
and fpending whole Nighti in Libraries, arid in Coil 
vcrfing with the Monuments of the Dead. But withi . 
an Heathen or Gentile, extreme Zealous for his Reli- 
gion, and unreafonably prejudiced againft Chriftianity, 
which he counted the higheft Folly and Madneft, and 
charged it with all the common Calamities which the 
Wit or Malice of thofe Times had invented to ren- 
der it Odious, and had often bitterly quarrelled with 
Th feopHiLus for Defcending and Vindicating the fame. 

However, he was not difeouraged npr affrighted 
from Undertaking him, but treated him with all the 
Freedom and Ingenuity that became a Friend and rf 
f*hilofopher ; telling him. plainly, That the Caufc why 
he did not Difcern and Embrace the Truth was in hW* , 
fe]f; that his Wicked nefs and Impieties had deprived 
his MIikV and darkened his Underftahding; and that 

GoU 
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Godfirould not: Diftover hinrfelf but to prepared Minds 
and fuch who by Innocency and a Divine Life were 
become fit and difpofed to Receive and Entertain him/ 
Then he explained to him the Nature of God* and 
gave him an Account of the Creation of the World ac- 
cording to the Chriftian Do&rine; Difproves and De- 
rides the ridiculous Deities of the Heathens, aud An- 
swer? all thofe black Imputations which were ufually laid 
upon the Chriftians; and becaufe Hutolycvs had 
mainly infilled upon the Novelty of the Chriftian Doc- 
trine, he (hews at large, that it was more Ancient by 
many Ages than the Heathen Religion could pretend 
to; prefling him? at every turn' to comply with fo excel- 
lent a Religion; and afftkring him, that the People who 
profeffed the fame, were To far from being fuch as he 
teprefented them, that they were Modeft, Sober, Tem- 
perate a»d Chafte; that they bauifhed Injuftice,> and 
were Enemies to all Vice and Wickedncfi; that they 
loved Righteoiifnefs, lived under the Law of God, and 
acknowledged Him, loved him, were influenced by hit 
Grace, dire&ed by hi* Sacred Word, taught by Wif- 
dom, rewarded by a Life Immortal, and approved by 
God himfelf. We do not find' what the Succefs of thi g 
Difcourfe was; but it was obferved* that after this 
Conference he was a little more favourable to the Caufe, 
and not fo difpleafed a s* formerly with his Friend 
Theo^hilcs, bub defired a farther Account of hi* 
v Religion. And certainly,, if Wifitofli and Eloquence, 
6 R if 
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if Strength of Reafon, and a prudent managing df the 
Controverfy were ^J)le to do it, he could not well 
fail of reclaiming the Man from his Error and 
Idolatry* 

Nor was he more folkitidus to gain others to the 
faith than he was to prefer ve thofe who already had 
embraced it from being infe&ed and depraved with 
Error. For noiwithftanding the Care and Vigilance 
of the pious Men of thofe Days ; yet (as Eusebius 
bbferves) envious Men crept in, and fowed Tares a- 
mong the fineere Apoflolick Do&rine So that the 
Tailors of the Church were obliged to fet themfelves 
to drive away thefe Wild Beafb from Christas Sheep - 
iold, both by Warning and Exhorting the Brethren, 
and by perfonally Diluting with the Hereticks them- 
felvcs, and Refuting their Opinions, both by Confer- 
ence and Books. Among whom, he tell ift, that 
Theophilus wrote particularly igainft MarciOn, who 
a&rted two Deities, and that the Soul only, as being 
the Divine and better Part, and not the Body, was 
capable of the Happinefs of the other World, which 
was only to be bellowed upon his Followers, with many 
1 mpious and FoohJh Opinions. 

Theophilus died about the Year 190, in the third 
Year of the Reign of the Emperor Com modus, from 
the Cahmiefr and . Tranquility of whofe government, 

as 
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as to any Persecution againft tbe Chriftians, we may 
probably Guefc his Death to have been Quiet and 
Peaceable. 



The L I FE of St. MELIT O, Bifliop of Sardis, 
who prefented an Apology for the Chriftians to the 
Roman Emperor. 


S T. Melito was born in Asia, and probably at 
Sardls, the Metropolis of Lydia, a great an4 
ancient City of the Seat of the Lydian Kings. It was 
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one of the Seven Churches to which St. John* wrote 
Epiftles, wherein he takes Notice of fome that draft 
not own and ftand up for God and Religion in thereat 
Degeneracy that was upon it. He was a Man of ad- 
mirable -Parts* A o nt e * ^Wffr^i s ea nicd ; efpt> 

daily in the Chriftian Do&rine, and a very excellent 
Guide of Souls, whole Benefit he endeavoured to ad- 
vance both by Word and Writing; which that he 
might attend with lefs Care and Diftra&ion, he chofe a 
fiqgle Life, and was exemplary for Chaftity, Sobriety, 
Self-denial and Contempt of the World; and is Ailed 
by oi>e of the An^i^nts an Eunuch, according to our 
Saviour’s Explication , one of tbofe, who make them- 
fehes Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’s fake $ 
■who for the Service of Religion, and the Hopes of a 
better Life, are content to deny themfelve* the* Com- 
forts of a Married State, and to renounce even 
lawful Pleafures of this World. 

Abou^the Year 170, and the tenth of the Reign of 
M. Antoninus (his Brother Lucius Verus 4y> n g 
thp Year before of an Apoplexy in his Chariot) the 
Perfeoution grew high againft the Chriftiane, gteedy 
and malicipua Mputaking Qccafion from the -Imperial 
Edi&s lately publilhed, to opdrefs and fpoil Innocent 
Ghriftians by all Manner of Cruelty arid Rapine. Where- 
upon St. Melito, prefented an Humble Apology and 
Supplication to the Emperor on their Behalf, wherein 
thus AddrdTcs him; * If thefc Things, Sir, are 

dona 
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*dbnc by your Order, let them be Thought vr«U done* 
/Or a Righteous Prince will not at a$y Time. Cqj»j* 
ftmnd what is unjuft, and we feall not Think it hard ty 
differ foch a Death. This only we beg, That yourfe|f 
would be pleafcd to examine the Cafe of thele .acceded 
Petfons, and then Impartially determine, whether they 
ikferve Puniihment and Death, ©r Safety and Protean 
lion. Rut if that new Edi& and Decree, which ougMt 
wot to have been iifued out againft the moft barbarous 
Enemies was publifhed without your Knowledge and 
Con Cent, we humbly Pray, with the greateft Importa*. 
wity, that you would not fuffer us afty longer to be cw- 
tpofed to this public Rapine.’ 

He then put the Emperor in Mind how much thd 
Empire had prospered (ince the Rife of Cbriftianitys 
and that none but the worft of his Predecefiors had en- 
tertained an implacable Spite again 11 tire Chriftians, 

« This new Se& of Philofophy (fays he) which we 
profefs, flourilhed heretofore among the Barbarians, 

( by which probably he meant the Jews.)* 4 Afterwards 
under the Reign of Augustus your PredeccfTor, it 
Spread itfelf over the Provinces of your Empire, imee 
which the Majefty and Greatnefs thereof hath mightily 
increased, whereof you are the wilhed for Heir and 
lujceefior, and together with your Son, fhali fo continue, 

„ ^fpecially while you Pro t eel that Religion which began 
^ith Augustus, and grew up together with the Em- 

pire. 
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pfrey and’ for which, and other Rites of Worifrip, your 
Predeceflbrs had fome kind of Reverence and Regard; 
and that it was born for the Public good is Manifeft-, 
in that no confiderable Mifchief has happened fince tbt 
Reign of Augustus, but on the contrary, all Thinga 
have fallen out Glorious and Successful. None but 
Nero and Domitian, in (ligated by cruel and wicked 
Men, have attempted to Reproach and Calumniate our 
Religion, which the injudicious Vulgar greedily enter*- 
tarn without due Examination. But your Parents, of 
Happy Memory, difcountenanced this Igftbrartce and 
Injuftice, reproving by frequent Edicts thote who made 
any new Attempts in this Matter; among whom, wa£, 
your Grandfather A dr r aw, and your Father, 
wrote Letters to a 1 ! the Cities of Greece, that they 
fhould not create any new Giflurbance about this Af- 
fair. And for yourfelf, who have the fame Opinion, 
of us which they had, and a great deal better, 
as being more a Philo fopher, we Promifc otir- 
felves that you will Grant all our Petitions and Re- 
quefts.* 

This Petition, was managed with great . Prudence 
and ingenious Freedom, and being attended with other 
Apologies, about the fame Time, did not a little 
Contribute to the general Quiet and Profperity of the 
Chriftianr, ' ' 



St* 
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St. Melito had a Brother named Oxesimus, whp 
caroeflly ddired him- tv Remark fuch Paflages of the 
Old Teftament as principally tended to the Confirma- 
~tioa of the Chriftian ReUgioo, and to let him know how- 
many of ihofe Books were admitted into the holy. 
•Canon ; wherein, both to fattsfy his Brother and liira- 
Xt4f, he took: a Journey on purpofe into the Eaft, pro- 
Babiy to Jerusalem* where ( having informed him£el£ 
he gave his Brother an Account of it at his Return- 
The Letter being ftiort, and containing fo authentic 
an Evidence what Books of the Old Teftament were re- 
ceived by the ancient Church, was as fallows; 

i , , \ : 

« MEHTotohis Brother On e si m trs, greeting, For- 
-afrauch, as out of your great Love to, and Delight in 
the Holy Scriptures, you have oft defired me to collet 
fuch Paflages out of the Law and the Prophets as relate 
to our Saviour, and the feveral Parts of our Chrifliau 
Faith, and to be certainly informed of the Books of the 
Old Teftament, how many in Number, and in what 
Order they were Written. ; I have endeavoured to com- 
plywith your Defire in this Affair; for I; know your 
Zeal and Care concerning the Faith, and how much you 
defire to be inftrucled in Matters of Religion, 4ind efpe*- 
cially out of your Love to God, how infinitely you pre- 
fer thefe above all other Things, and are Solicitous 
about your Eternal Salvation. In Order thereunto, I 
have travelled into the Eaft, and being arrived at the 

JPiaoc 
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Plac£ where thefe Thing* were done and poblifhe<L 
and having accurately infbnhetf myfelf of the Rooks 
of the Old Teftamcutj 1 have fent yoU the fol- 
lowing Account. The hve Books of MoH Genefis* 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Jefu* or 
Joftiua the Son of Nun, Judges, Ruth, the two Book* 
of Kings," two Books of Chronicles, the- Bfchfts of Da- 
vid/ the Proverbs of Solomon, which is WMftom, Eccfo- 
fo. flics, the Songs of Solomon, Job, the Prophets, Ifaiah, 
Jeremiah, the twelve minor Prophets, in one Book, Da- 
niel, Ezekiel, Efdras or Ezra ; out of all which I have 
digefted into fix Books. In thi* Catalogue the .Book of 
Eflher is left out, as it is likewife by Athanisius, and 
other ancient Fathers of the Church, becaufe it was not 
in thofe Times looked upon as of fuck undoubted Au- 
thority and Credit as the reft, and the fpirituous Addi- 
tions at the End of it, caufing the whole Book to be 
queft ioned \ nor is Nehemiah mentioned, being probably 
comprehended linder that of Efdras. 

At Ienth, this' good Man after Variety of Labour* 
and Parts, being Weary of the Troubles of this World, 
retreated to Eternal Reft. The Time and Maimer of 
his Death is unknown, only we'futd an Account of his 
being buried at Sardis. 


The 
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The LIFE of St. PANTENUS, Catechift 
of Alexandria. 



A NTIQUITY beir.^ blent as well concerning the 
-£• JL Country and Kindred of this excellent Perfon 
as others, it has occafioncd various Conj eft ures about 
his Original. Some fuppofe him to be born of Jewifh 
Parents, of Rank and Quality. Others are of Opinion 

S he 
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he was bom in Sicily, the Inhabitants of that Ifland 
bring generally Gat f.k s, where many ancient Philoso- 
phers were born and refided ; and fome believe that he 
was defeended of Sicilian Parents, and born at Alex- 
andria; in which he had his Education, being fea- 
foned in his younger Years with all Learned and Philo- 
fophical Studies ; that being the Place where there were 
all Arts and Sciences, and Public Schools p which were 
much advantaged by that noble Library placed there 
by Ptolomy Philadelphia, and fo much celebrated 
by the Ancients* t •. * 

Among all the Se&s of Philofophy, he inclined to 
that of the Stoicks, with whofc Notions and Rules of 
Life he was molt taken; which was not ftrange, fince 
St. Je rom fays, that their ppinions in many Things 
approached nearell to jhe Doftrines of Chriftianity; 
cfpecially to the moral and p radical Part of their Prin- 
ciples; * They affefting, That nothing was good, but. 
what was Juft and Pious ; nothing Evil but what was 
Vicious and Difhoneft; that a bad Man could petSeC be 
Happy, nor a good Man Miserable, whb was always 
Free, Generous, and dear to Heaven ; that the Deity 
was Perpetually concerned for .Human Affairs ; and that 
* there was a Wife and Powerful Providence, which par- 
ticularly governed the Affairs of Mankind, and was 
&ady to aftift Men in all lawful and Virtuous Underta- 
kings ; that therefore this God was above all Things to 

be 
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be admired, adored, and woTihipped to, prayed to, ac- 
knowledged, obeyed, and praifed; and that it is the 
molt comely and reafonable Thing in the World, that 
we Ihould fubmit to his Will, and chearfuUy Embrace 
with all our Souls, all the Determination of his Provi- 
dence; that we ought not to Think it enough to be 
Happy alone, but that it is 'our Duty to love Mankind 
from the very Heart, and to Relieve, Help, Advife* 
and AIM them, and Contribute what is in our Power 
to their Welfare and Safety, even throughout our whole 
Lives; without any Defigns of Applaufe, or Advantage 
to ourfelves; that nothing Ihould be fo dear to a Man 
as Honefty and Virtue; and that this is the firft Thing 
which we Ihould look at, whether the Tiling we are 
going about be good or bad, and that which a good or 
wicked Man ftieuld be employed about 5 and if Excel- 
lent and Virtuous, that no Lofs or Damage, Torment, 
or Death itfelf fhould deter him from it/ Thefe with 
a great many more we may find in the Writings of' 
Seneca, and other Philofophers ; and therefore it was 
no Wonder that Pantenus was in Love with fuch 
generous and manly Principles, which claim fo near a 
Kindred with the main Rules of Life prescribed in the 
Chriftian Faith. 

We do not find by whom he was firft inftru&ed in 
the Principles of Cbriftianity, though fome Authors 
tells us, that he was Scholar tq thofe who had fees the 

ApofUes, 




yGoogk 



tyS Th$ LIFE St. PANTZNUS i 

Apoftles, but whoever hit Tutors Were, be hum fc iuch 
vaft Proficiencies in Learnings that hit fiagtdar Emiv 
nthey recommended him to be Mailer of the Catechctick 
School at AlexanOria. For' there were not only 
Academies and Schools of Humane Literature, bat an 
Ecdefiaftical School for training up Persons in Divine 
Knowledge, and the firit Principles of Chriftkiaity, and 
this, (fays EvsebiUs) was a very ancient Cuftdm from 
the very Times of St. MAr*> the firft Planter thereof 
in that Place, which was managed by Men famous for 
Eloquence and the Study of Divine Things. In thin 
fl^ce he fucceeded about the Beginning of the Reign 
- of the Emperor Commodes, when Julian entered upon 
the See of Alexandria. And whereas others before 
him bad difeharged the Place in a more private Way, 
he made the School more open and public, freely 
Teaching aH that addrefied themfelves to him. fa this 
Empioymeht he continued without Intermii&on the 
Whole Time of JuliaV, till under his Sueceffor he was 
dispatched upon a long and dangerous Journey on the 
following Occafion. 

Alexandria (as the Orator fays) was o me of the 
©oft populous and frequented Cities i 0 the World, 
whither there was a conftant Refort, not only of Neigh- 
bouring Natrons, bat of the moft remote mid defiant 
Countries, ^Ethiopians, Arabians, Bactrian*, 
Scythians, Persians, had even ittDiAfc* tbenielves* 

Ir- 
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it ‘^happened that feme Inman Ambafladovr, whether 
fcfit for this particular Purpofe is not certain, iotremted 
Demetrius then Bifhopof Alexandria to fend feme 
worthy and excellent Perfons among them to Preach 
the Chriftian Faith in thefe Countries. And ftstt*- 
vius being a Perfon duly qualified both with Human* 
•nd Divine learning, Demetrius perfuades him to 
undertake the Emhaffy ; and though he was fenfibfe ht 
muft Forfake a Country, where he was generally be- 
loved, and honoured of all with a juft Efteem and Re- 
verence, to venture upon a Journey, where he mull 
meet with the gteateft Dangers, Hardships, and Oppo- 
sition*, yet he eafily Overcame all thefe Difficulties by 
the earneft Defire he had to propagate the Chriftian 
Religion, even to the remoteft Corners of the World. 
Fur at this Time, as Eusebius Writes, there were 
many Gofpel Preachers who in Imitation of the Holy 
Zeal of the Apoftles, willingly travelled up and down 
the World for enlarging the Bounds of Chrift/g King- 
dom, and building People up in the mott Holy Faith- 
Some fuppofe it was not the East-Indies that he wan 
difpstched to, but A tricar India, bordering upon 
^Ethiopia : Thefe Indians being a Colony or Plan* 
fatten derived at firft from the Eaft; for as Edsuids 
relates, the ./Ethiopians in the snore early Ages aban- 
doning the Country about the River Indus, fate down 
•ear Ecvpt. 


Being 
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Being arrived la India, he was very Diligent ia 
Planting the Chriftian Religion in. thefe Parts, con- 
veifing Specially with the Beach mans, the Sages and 
Philofopbera of. thofe Countries, whole Principles and 
Ways pf Life feemcd more , immediately to difpofc 
then! for the Entertainment of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion. .They committed their Children ..to Nurfes as 
fbon as they were Born^ and afterwards to Guardi-* 
ant according to their different Ages, who inftru&ed 
them in Principles according to their Capacities; they 
were educated with all Kind pf fevere Difcipline ; not 
permitted to Speak, Spit or Cough, while their Ma- 
ilers were teaching them* And continued thus till they 
were thirty-feven Years Old. They kept a very ftrift 
Diet, eating no Flefli, nor drinking any Wine or 
ftrong Drink, feeding only upon wild Acorns, and 
other Fruits and Roots provided by Nature ; quenching 
their Thirft at the next Spring or River, and being aa 
abftemious in all other lawful Pleafures and Delights. 
They abhorred Images, but fincerdy worihipped and 
prayed to Almighty God, and inftead of turning to 
the Eaft or Sun>rifing, according to the. Cuftom of 
tUpfe Eaftern Nations, they devoutly lifted up their. . 
Eyes to Heaven, and when they came ta their Devo- 
tions- took a peculiar Care not to be defiled with any 
Vice or Wickednefs, (pending great. Part both of Night - 
And Day in Hymns and Prayers to God. They reckon^ 
ed themfelves the moft vt&orious and free People, 
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hardening their Bodies againft Labour, and fubduxng 
all irregular Paflions and Defires in their Minds., They 
defpifed Gold and Silver, as neither ufeful .to fatisfy 
their Hunger, quench their Third, heal their Wounds, 
remove their Diftempers, nor ferving for any necef&ry 
Ends of Nature^ but only to minifler to Luxury a ad 
Vice, and occafion Trouble to the Mind. They ac- 
counted nane of the little Acc idents of this World to 
be either Good or Evil : Had frequent Di&ourics 

about Death, as that which would bring them 
into a much happier Condition, and reckoned the 
prefent Time only, as a State of Preparation for a bet- 
ter Life. 

What Succefs he had in thofe Parts we hare no Ac- 
count of ; though we may conclude that his Preaching 
to Perfons whofe Courfe of Life fo qualified them to 
receive Chriftianity, and where it had been heretofore 
planted by St. Bartholomew the Apoftle, muft be very 
'Cffe&ual ; an Evidence whereof is, that he found there * 
St. Matthew’s Gofpel written in Hebrew, left there . 
by St. Bartholomew, and which Panten us brought 
hack with him to Alexandria {as St. Jerom 
tells us) and there no Doubt laid up as an inef- 
timaUe Treafuic. And as Pant en us fuedeeded 
in the Labours of St. Bartholomew, fo another af- 
terwards fucceeded him, of whom we find the follow ing 
•Relation. . A 

* * JEdesius 
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JEdesivs and Frumenth/s, two Youths born at 
"Tyre, accompanied MeroriuS the Philofopher into 
India, where being taken by the Natives, they were 
prefented to the King of the Country, who being 
.pteafed with their Perfons and Parts, he made one of 
them hi a -Butler, the other Keeper of his Records or 
ht% Treafurer, committing the Government of his 
Houfe to his Care. For their great Diligence and 
* faithfiilnefs, the King at his Death gave them their 
liberty, who thereupon deftgncd to come back to 
their own Country, hut were prevailed with by the 
'Queen to Ray, and manage their Affairs during the 
Minority of her Son ; which they were prevailed upon 
to do, the Weight of the Government lying upoitFau* 
RfENTtus, who with the afliftance of fomc Chriftian 
Merchants that traded thither, built a Chapel or Ora- 
tory, where they met to Worfhip God according to the 
Rules of Chriftianity, and inftructed feveral Natives 
inrho joined thenifelves to their Aflemblies. When th* 
young King came to Age, Frumentivs reffgned his 
Trufl, and begged leave to return, which having with 
fame difficulty obtained, they presently departed. v/Ens* 
Sius going for/TYRE, and Frumentius to Aieraw* 
Or i a, where he gave Athanasius then 13#hop of that 
' Place, an Account ©f the whole Matter and of the 
"Hopes of the Converfkm of the Indians to the Faith 
'©f Christ; in treating him and fome other Minifters 
there Prcfent, not to ucgleft fo promifmg an Oppotto~ 
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nlty for their Salvation ; who upon Confultation, per- 
fuaded Frumentius to accept the Office, and being 
made Bifhop, he returned to India to propagate the 
Chriflian Religion, eredled many Churches, and it is 
faid wrought fcveral Miracles, healing both the Souls 
.and Bodies of many at the fame Time. 

Pantenus being returned to Alexandria, went oa 
with his Office of Catechifing till his Death, which 
happened in the Reign of Caracalla, about the Year 
2 1 1 . Though the exa& Date and Manner of his Death 
be loft. His Memory is preferved in the Roman Ca- 
lender on the 6th of July. 


******* 
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The LIFE of TERTULLIAK, Prefbyter of 
Carthage, who died in his Bed. 



Q uintus s. f. tertullianus was bom 

at Carthage, the Metropolis of Africa, 
which for its Antiquity and Power, contended fome 
Ages for Superiority even* with Rome itfelf. His 
Father was a Centurion under the Proconful of Africa, 

and 
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and a Gentile, Educating his Son in the fame Religion, 
and in all the Accomplifhments which the Learning 
either of the Greeks or Romans couk| furnifti £im 
with and Teems to have intimately converted with Poets* 
^iftorians, and Orators; and had Knowledge like wife 
of Philofophy, the Mathematicks, and the Romaic 
L aws. Some fuppofe that before he came over to the. 
Chriftmn Religion, he was a« Advocate and pleaded 
Caufes. That he was iparried is Eyident, though it if 
uncertain whether be entered into that State Of 

after his Converfion, However, purfuant to the Sever, 
rity of his Principles, he fived vv^th his Wife a great 
Part of his Life in a State of Conti nency, couverfing 
with her as his Sifter, and much exhorting her to perpe*- - 
tual Chaftity, and the Stridinefs of a fmgle Life, upoq 
which he wrote t>vo Books to her* 

Hi$ Converfiqn may be judged to have happened, 
about the Beginning pf the Reign of the Emperor Se~. 
verus : For being of an inquifitive Temper, he had, 
ojiferved what powerful Efficacy the CJmftiap Dodtrine, 
had oyer the Spirits and Lives of Men; the great Anti* 
quity of it, and the Truth of the Predictions recorded 
in the Books of the Chriftians, the frequent Teftimpnief 
that tfie Heathen Deities themfelves gave thereof; witfi 
the extraordinary Confeffiqps of their Daemons, wh© 
were compelled to abandon the Perfons they had pof* 
fefied at the .Command of a Chriftian: All which we 
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may probably fuppofe to have been the principal Motive# 
of his Converfion. 

Sever us the Emperor being gone to make War 
agamft the Parthians, the Governors of Provinces 
and the Magiftrates of Rome began to be Very Cruel 
toward the Chriftians, whom they looked upon as 
wicked Perfons ^nd Traitors to the Empire. Among 
whom none was more Violent than Plantianus, a 
great Favourite of the Emperor's, whofe Daughter was 
married to Antoni us the Emperor’s eldeft Son, and 
whom Severus at his going into the Eafl liad made 
Prefe& of Rome, who mafTacred a Multitude both of 
the Nobility and thp Common People, among whom 
to be fure the Chriftians had the greateft Share, anil 
was fo notorious Bloqdy* that Severus at his Return 
was obliged to make an Apology for himfelf, and De- 
clare he had no Hand in thofe Barbarities; for as Ter- 
Tulli an relates, he was very Favourable to the Chri- 
Ifians in the Beginning of his Reign; who having been 
cured by one Procueus^ a Chriftian, of a very dan- 
gerous Diftemperf ^who anointed hirrt with Oil, he kept 
ldm at Court ever after. Furthermore, when he was 
informed, that feveral Men and Wom^n of the Sena- 
torian Order were Chriftians, he was fo far from per- 
secuting them upon that Account, that he gave them 

honourable Teftimony, and reftralncd the Governor^ 

and 
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4md People whom he found engaged ia fo hot aad fevere 
a Perfecution againit them. 

The harharous and cruel Ufage the Chriftians gene, 
rally met with, Qccalioned Tertullian to write aa 
Apology in Vindication of them, which he dedicated 
to the Magiftrates pf the Roman Empire, and efpecialljr 
to the Senate of Rome; wherein with admirable Learn- 
ing, Evidence and Strength of Reafon he pleads their 
Caufe, complaint of the Impiety and Injuft ice of their 
Enemies, and particularly the Vanity and Falfhood of 
the Crimea commonly charged upon them. After ting* 
their Meeknefs and Innocency, their Temperance and 
Sobiiety, their Piety to God, and Obedience to their 
Prince, the Reafonablenefs of their Principles, and the 
Holinefsof their Lives beyond all juft. Exception. That 
they never intended to make any Infurre&ions or Re- 
bellions, either againft the Empire or the Emperor of 
Rome ; fince the Manner of the Chriftians was to pray 
for the profperous Eftate of their Governments, And 
whereas they were falfly accufed to be Enemies to Mao- 
hind; how can that be true, fays he, when it is the 
proper Office and PrR&ice of Chriftians to Pray for all 
Men, to love their Enemies, never requiting Evil for 
Evil: whereas ail Men elfe do Profefs only to love, 
their Friends, and fcarcely them. as touching 

that horrible Slander of Murdering Infants,' how ca& 
that poffibly be True, fince the Cuftora of the Chrifti- 
$ns is to abftain from all Blood and Things ftrangled ; 

<• 
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fb that it is not Lawful for them when they feed at 
their Table# to meddle with the Blood of any Bealls, 
And as for filthy and unlawful Copulations ip their 
AfTemblies, no Men in the World are rpore free thaa 
they from any fach Impieties, who have always heeit 
the greatefl Obfervers of Chafijty ; and thofe that can* 
do chufe to Live in perpetual Virginity all their Lives* 
and others that cannot, contract lawful Matrimony for 
avoiding Fornication and Whoredom. Neither can it 
be proved that the Chriltians Worfhip the Sun, which 
falfe Surmife, faith he, arifeth only from this, becaufe 
we Ufe to pray toward the Ealb Much lefs are there 
any of them fo Mad as to Worfhip an Afs’s Head, the 
Occafion of which Scandal came from the Jews Wor- 
fhipping the Jaw-bone of an Afs,- from the Story of 
Sampson, which therefore was falfely and wrpngfully 
charged upon the Chri (liana. 

He likewife clears the Chriftians from all the other 
Lies and Slanders railed by the Heathens again# them^ 
and proves with the greatefl Evidence, that they were 
not perfecuted for any Crimes or Deferts of theirs, but 
merely out of Hatred to their Name and Frofefiion. 
He Pemoriftrates plfp, that by all the grievous Perfecu- 
tfons which the Chriftians had fullered, yet their Num- 
ber was not at all dimimfhed, but rather much increafed 
thereby. The more, faith he, we are are Mown down 
by you, the fuller we Spring up again. The Blopd of 

the 
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the Chriflians, proves the Seed of the Church ; fur 
ivhat Man beholding the painful Torments, and tkc 
perfect Patience of the Cbriftiaas under them* will not 
Search and Enquire into the Caufe thereof? And when 
he hath found it, will not affent and agree thereto? 
And when he agrees to it, will not he willing* and 
defir ous ito Suffer for jthe fame? So that this Profclllo* 
can never be extirpated, fmee the more it is fupptefled, 
it Increafes {till the more- For every Man feeing and 
wondering at the Sufferings of innocent Chriftaas; 
moved to enquire into the Principles whereby they endure 
fo undauntedly fuch Inhuman Tortures ; and finding it 
jVonly for the fake of tlielr Religion* is convinced that 
there is fomethiag very Excellent in it that fo wonder- 
fully Supports their Spirits, and thereupon he Embrace* 
fo Admirable a Faith and Do&riue. 

This Apology doubtlefa contributed toward cooling 
the prefent Heat and Rage of Perfecutioo, efpeciidly 
at Severus’s Return. And indeed, by the whole Se- 
ries of tlm Difcourfe it due*. not appear that the Em- 
peror had given any particular Countenance to tliefe 
Severities, Tertvllian on the contrary ftyling him, 
4 The moff conffant Prince.* After this, Scapula* 
the Prefident and Proconful of Africa, treating the 
Chri&Ians with the like Barbarity that Plautiasus 
had done at Roms, he in an earneft and pathetical 
Dif^purfe reprefents to him the Piety arid Simplicity of 
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the Chriftians, and their hearty Wifties and Prayers for 
the Profperity of the Empire, and gives particular In- 
fiances of fome late Divine Judgments which had fallen 
topon it, and might feem to have been infii&ed in Re- 
venge of the Innocent Blood that had been (lied : Re- 
minding him of the Indulgence and Clemency of for- 
mer Princes and Presidents; yea, of the prefen t Em- 
J>eror himfelf, who had (hewed fo much Kindnefs to 
the Chriftians. Whereby it is Evident, that this Book 
liras Written before Severus broke out into open Via* 
fence againil them* 

The Chriftians now enjoyed a little Eafe, but the 
Perfecution was foon revived with greater Violence in 
the Year 202. For Severus taking a Journey through 
Palestine, forbad any under the greateft Penalties to 
become Jews, and the like Orders were agairfft the 
Chriftians under Pretence of fupprefling illegal Col* 
leges or unlawful Societies; comihanding the Perfons 
who frequented them to tie profecuted by* the Prefect 
of the City Hereupon, the People who had a mortal 
Averfion to the Chriftians, being armdd with the Im- 
perial Orders, prefently fell upon the Execution of 
them; fo that the Churches in all Places were filled 
with Martyrdoms and the Blopd of the Saints. Ter- 
tulli an took hold of this Opportunity to ftrenghten 
the Minds of many who were^ (haken and diftiirbed^ 
with the prefent Perfecutioa ; and writ to the Martyrs’' 
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in Prifon to comfort them under their Sufferings, an 4 
exhort them to Conftancy and Perfeverance to the End ; 
publifhing at the fame Time his Difcourfe of Patience* 
wherein he -elegantly deferibes the Excellency and Ad- 
vantage of that Virtue, and enforces it from the Exam- 
ple of our Bleffed Lord and -Saviour, fpeaking therein 
more favourably of retiring in Time of Perfocuiion than 
fee did afterwards. 

Before Seteros left Rome to prdfectite his Expedi- 
tion into Britain, many magnificent Sports and 
Shews were folemnized, and Gifts were be flowed among 
tfie People, and a donative or bounty Money given by 
the Emperor to the Soldiers, every one that received it, 
being obliged to come up to the Tribune with a Laurel 
Crown on bis Head. Among the reft there was one 
Soldier, a Chriftian, who brought his Crown along with 
him in his hand; and being afked why he did not wear 
it on his Head like the reft, anfwered, That he was a 
Chriftian, and that it did not become a Chriftian to wear 
Iris .Crown in this Life. Hereupon a Council of War 
was called, the Man was accufed before the General, 
ftripped of his Military Habiliments, beaten till he was 
all over Bloody, and caft into Prifon, there expelling 
Martyrdom, and a better Donative and Reward from 
Christ. Tie reft of his Fellow Soldiers that were 
Chriftians, took Offence at this Scruple, aBedging, that, 
it was not needful to betray their Liberty, Quiet, and 
7 U Peace 


Digitized by L,ooQle 



f$o Tte LIFE 0/ TERTVLLIAN. 

peace to one Marifo private Humour, and provoking 
Huffcour, and provoke their Enemies: td faH upon thenrrf 
that \hbtr Religion did not foVbid fuch an innocent 
Compjmnce, blit rather comtnartded tw prudently to de- 
cline i Danger, and that this was h$t an affe&cd Sin* 
gblaristy* as if fte had been the only Chriftiam T*k Sr- 
's v Lilian* who' was mighty ftrict and lealdus, approved 
of this Fa&, and writ a Book called, The Military 
Crown, in Defence thereof, aflerting ir to be an A£fc 
of heroick Zeal, and Chriftiah Magnanimity, and an- 
fwering ifik Obje&rons to the contrary. 

St. Jaaoivt fays, he lived to 6 j Tears of Age, but 
We have no Account Whether he died a natural or a 
Violent Death. He Feemi indeed to have had a paffion* 
ate Defire to lay down his Life for the Truth ; though 
had he been a Martyr, it is probable feme mention 
would have been made of it id the Writings of the 
Church t fo that it feems more likely that that lie died 
peaceably in his Bed, though he lived in a Time of 
violent Perfecution in the Year 202. He was a Man df 
a fmart and acute Wit 5 hie Learning was admirable. 
Wherein though many excelled, he had no Superiors* 
and few equal in the Agfe ke lived in. His Maimer wifc 
to pray thrice a Day, at the third* Hath, and ninth 
Hours. Writing of the four lalb Things, Death, 
Judgment* Heaven and Hell, he faith, I fometitaes 
fcoffed at tUefc Things when I was as Hkathcn ; I now 

perceive 
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perceive that we arc not horn, but made Outturns, 
He was Converted by reading the Scriptures, and the 
Works of other Learned and Holy <Men. He faid^ie 
found the Scriptures full of MajdLy and Truth in read- 
ing them, and that whatsoever is done for our Salvation 
la foretold in them; and after his Converiion was con* 
ve riant in Reading them Day and Night ; and got 
great Fart of them by Heart. Some of his ufaal 
laying r were ; If thou bceft backward in Thoughts 
of Repentance, be forwards in Thoughts of Hell, 
the burning Flames whereof only the Tears of a Penitefi^ 
=£ye cau extinguish. If the Devils without Christ's 
L eave, had no Power over the Gadercns Swine, much 
lefs have they Power over God’s own Sheep. Wc 
(hould not try Mens Faith by their Persons, but their 
Pcrfons by their Faith* It U la vain to come to the 
God of Peace without Peace, or to pray for the Re- 
million of our own Sins, without Forgiving others. 
We mud continue to -make an Atonement with God at 
his Altar, before we have made Atonement with our 
Brother in our Hearts. 

I (hall conclude with the Character which a learned 
Father gives of him, Tbrtullian, fays he, is juftly 
to be efteemed the Prince among die Writers of the 
Latin Church. For who more Learned? Who more 
Converfant in Divine and Human Studies ? Who by a 
grange Largenefs and Capacity of Mind, hath drawn 

all 
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all FMofophy, afid. its feveral Sc As, the Authors and 
Abettors of Hcrefies, witlf all their Rites and Princi-. 
pies, and the whole Circumference of Hiftory and all 
Rind of Study, within the Compafs. of his own Bread! . 
A Man of fuch quick: and weighty Parts that there was 
fcarce any Th^ng which he fet hknfelf agai^ft, which he 
did not Qth^r Peirce through with the Sharjmefs of 
his Wit, or hatter down with the Strength and Solidi- 
ty of his Arguments. Who. can fufficiently commend 
liis Difcourfes fc fortified w*& Troops of Reafons, that 
whom they cannot Perfuade, they are ready to force to 
3D Affenti Who hath almoft as many Sentences as. 
Words, and not more Periods than Yi£\ories over thole 
Tfrhom. he hath to deal with. 
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The LIFE of ORIGEN, Catechifl of Alexandra 
with his Lamentation for his* I’alL 



o 


RIGIN was born at Alexandria, the Metropx**, 
lis of Egypt, about the Year of our Lord 186 
his Father was named Leonides, a good Man, and m 
Martyr for the Faith, who trained him up from lus 
infancy in the Chriftian Religion, and o$cr polite 
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Learning; but efpeeially in the Sacred Scripture** re- 
quiring of him a daily Tafk, and caufed him to learn ' 
and repeat fome Part of them ; but not fatished with 
the bare Reading, he though a Child, began to enquire 
into the profound Senfe of them i often importuning his 
Father with Queftions about the Meaning q£ them : for 
which his Father checked him to his Face, admomfhing 
him pot to featch beyond theCapacity pf h&iTears, 
apd to be content with the plain obvious Sepfe; yet 
inwardly rejoiced in his Mind, and heartily hjk% God 
that he had made him Father of fuch a Chijd : ; yea he 
many Times ntipoveeed the Bread of his So^ as j^e lay 
a deep and kifod it, as the Temple wherein the ’Holy 
Ghofl had taken up his Refidenoe* a$d as the Trcafury 
of an early Piety, 

>He was called Oa i A ba^antinus, his firft 
Nkpa« being given him for lua Sublime ^ncj Diyijie; Spe- 
culations, who by fweet and mellifluous Allegories 
taifes the Affe&ioju of Readers, from 4arth|y to 
hehtcnly Meditations and Contemplations. And was 
Dm&l an tj * u$* from die . Nature jrf the Ada- 

mant or Diamond, whofe Luilrc and Hardnefa makes 
-it renowned; he having fufch a firm and undaunted 
Mind,, as not to be terrified, with any Dangers or Af- 
Jli&ions* 

Whop 
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* 

When he was about feventefc* Years dd* hii Fathe* 

( who wafc a Chriltian as well as hit Grandfather, and 
great Gfandfttber) b tihg carried to Ptifun* he had 
ftfth a fervent Dehre to fuffer Martyrdom with him, 
that he would have thrown himfclf into the Persecutors 
Hands, had not his Mother in the Night taken awajh 
his Gloaths to his very Shirt; fo that being more a L 
ftufmed to be feen naked, tlian to fuffer Death, he was 
eon (trained to ftay at Home; a mighty Inftance of 
youthful Courage, and a moft heaity Affection for the 
True Religion, Yet when he could do no more, 
knotting what a fad Influence the deplorable State 
wherein his father was like to leave his Wife and 
Children, might have upon him, he by Letters paf^ 
fioitetely exhorted him to perfevete ifi Martyrdom, ad. 
ding this Claufe, * Take heed, Sir, that for oOr fakes, 
you do not change your Resolution.* 

Aftet the Death of Ins Father (who was beheaded) 
and the Confideration of his Eftate to the Emperor, he 
with his poor Mother and fix Brethren was reduced to 
fnch extreme Poverty, that he was obliged to fuftain 
hrmftlf and them by Teaching a Grammar School, till 
at-Length being Weary of that Profeflton, he wholly be- 
took himfelf to the Study of Divinity and the Scrips 
tuh-s; he was alfo a gTeat Proficient in the H'kbrew 
and other learned Languages; but the Providence of 

Go*** 
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Goo, who peculiarly takes Care of the Widows and 
Orplums of thofe that Aiflher for his Name and Gofpel* 
found out a Way for their Relief. A rich and honour- 
able Matron of Alexandria pitying his miferable Cafe, 
liberally contributed to his Neceflitics, as Ihe did to 
-wthcrs, and among them maintained one Paul, of 
ANTiOC K, a Ringleader of all the Hereticks in Alex* 
Anuria, who fo plaufibly demeaned himfelf, that fhe 
entertained him as her dear Friend, ; and adopted him for 
her Son. ■ ■ 

Origin being by this Means nectfiifcated to frequent 
bis Company,' yet would not. comply with this Favoq-. 
rite, though he had his Livelihood purely from her. 
Bounty, thereby giving a manifeft Proof of his firm 
Adherence to the True Faith.. For when a great Mui- , 
tude, not only of Hereticks, but of the Orthodox, 
frequented the f?e&ures of this Paul, he being reck- 
oned an eloquent and profound Preacher, yet Origen 
would never be perfuaded to join in Prayer with him, 
detecting his Heretical Do&rincs. . Whether the Lady . 
upon this Occafion withdrew her Charity, or that he 
Thought it ntqrc Agreeable to the Chri ftian Rule to 
live by Lrs own Labour, we do not find. But having 
perie&ed his Studies for Foreign Learning, no Foun- 
dation wh^eof he had laid under the Difciplinc of his 
Father, he opened a School for the Profeflion of the 
learned Arts, where befules the good he did to others^ 

Mg' 
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lie raifed a confiderable Maintenance for hknfelf ; and 
though then but eighteen Years old, yet the moft 
grave Philofophers and greateft Mailers of Herefy, re r 
lotted to his Le&ures, many of whom were converted 
and became Martyrs for the Christian Faith. 

, By this Time he grew fo Famous, that *aot with- 
standing his Youth he was Thought fit to be Mailer of 
the Catechetick School of Alexandria, jthat Place 
ji>eing Void by the Perfecution that fell upon the Chri T 
Ilians; and great Numbers of Scholars daily crowded 
in upon him^ fo that finding his different Employments 
did not well agree together, he left off teaching the 
Arts and Sciences* and applied himfelf entirely to In- 
ftrudl his Difciples in the Do&rines of Chriflianity, 
whereby he gained over a great Number of Gentile 
Philofophers to the Faith, who embraced the fame with 
fo Hearty and Sincere a Mind, that they readily fealed 
it with their Blood. 

Amorng others of Note was Plutarch, whom Ori- 
gen accompanying to his Martyrdom, vfaislike to have 
been killed by the People for being the Author of his 
Converfioni Heraclides, Heron, and Serenes, after 
having endured grievous Tortures were beheaded ; and 
imether Sere n us, with a young Woman galled He- 
Jt AJS, one of his Scholars, were burnt for their Reli- 
gion. Tiucfe Origen encouraged not to Faint under 
ihrir Sufferings, who being baptized by Fire, as he 
X himfelf 
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himfelf -exprjrffes it, left this World, and in thofe Flames 
mounted up to Heaven. 

Neither was his Care and Charity lefs for thofe that 
were imprisoned in deep Dungeons, encouraging them 
when they came before the Judges. And when the 
Perfecution was renewed with fuch Violence, that every 
one confulted his own Safety, and kept Clofe, fo that 
when the Martyrs were led to Execution, there was 
none to Comfort or Adminifter to them; this Office 
Origen boldly took upon him, attending the. Martyrs 
to the very Place of their Sufferings, embracing and 
faluting them as they were led along, putting himfelf 
often in Danger thereby; fo that once the enraged 
Heathens afT^ultedhim with a Shower of Stones, which 
had certaifljy-iaeen his Death, as well as at feveral other 
Times, had he not been preferved by the Divine Power 
and Providence. 

At laff, they refolved to find him out, great Multi- 
tudes befetting his Houfe, and becaufe he had vafl 
Numbers of Scholars, they brought a Guard of Soldiers 
alpng iyith them, who hunted him from one Herefy to 
another, fotfiat he could find no Place of Safety. Epi- 
p h an i u s t reports, that he was haled up and down the 
City, reviled, reproached, and treated with infolent 
Scorn and Fury. One they having fhaved his Head, 
after the Manner of the Egyptian Priefts, they fet 

him 
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him ; upon the Steps of the Temple of Serapis, one 
of the Heathen Gods, commanding him to give 
Branches of Palm-TYees, as the Priefts ufed to do to 
them that went up to perform their Heatheniih Cere- 
monies; he taking the Branches, with an undaunted 
Mind, cried out a)oud, * Con>e hither, and take the 
Branch, not of an Idol-Temple, but of Christ, which 
Piece of 'Courage, no doubt, increafed their Rage 
againfl him. 

Having applied himfelf wholly to the Study of Di- 
vinity, and bis Neceffities being afterwards Urgent, he 
by the Advice of his Friends, fold all his Authors of 
Humanity, which he had Diligently perufed, and now 
lay by him, to one upon Condition that he ihould 
allow him two-pence a Day for his Maintenance, where- 
with he contented liimfelf; and to prevent all Occa- 
fions of Youthful Concupifence, he Spent rooft of the. 
Day and Night in Reading and Meditating upon the 
Holy Scriptures, and other devout Exercifes ; flceping 
only a few Hours, and that not in Bed,, but upon the 
Ground, fie failed often, and expounded the Saying./ 
of our Saviour literally here, as he did afterward upon, 
another Occafion ; fo that he would not wear two 
Coata, nor Shoes, but went bare- footed. He ' inured 
himfelf to, Cold, Nakedpefs, and Abftinence from Wine, 
even to the Amazement of his familiar Friends, and* to 
the Offence of many who would more willingly have 
i-. relieved 
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telieved his Neceflities, fmcc thereby he contradUd 
fuch Weaknefs of Body as brought him almoft to tbW 
Grave. Yet this StridV Courfe of Life inclined many’s 
fcot of the common People only, out of the Wife, Learri* 
«d, and Rich to become zealous Profeffors of his Doc- 
trine, many of whom of thofe Times of PerfecutiOft* 
fuffered Death for the fame. 

About this Time he made that famous Attempt upon 
himfelf, fo much commended by fome, and condemned 
by others, his making himfelf an Eunuch, as EfriPtfA- 
kius relates, which fome of the Ancients conceived tb> 
have been done by Medicinal Applications, thereby he 
was made Impotent; but St. Jerom fays expresfly, it 
Wis done by a Knife. However it was, he did it partly 
out of a perverfe Interpretation of our Saviour’s Mean- 
ing, when he fays, * There be fome that make them* 
felves Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’s fake,* and 
partly, to remove alt Sufpicion of Waritonnefs and In* 
contihency, he having many Matrons and Virgins, as 
well as Men reforting to him; befides, that he himfelf 
was thereby fecured from any Temptations to immode^ 
and Regular Embraces. 

This Fa<St, though he endeavoured to conceal it fttm 
fome of his Friends, yet did it quickly break but, indj 
Oxmetrius the Bifhop of Alexandria, who formerly 
l^ved and preferred him, but now envied him, upbraid* 

' ' * ‘ cd 
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ed him with this rAih inconfi derate Aft, for which he 
judged him unfit for the Ministerial Office. But what* 
ever Origen might do in the Vigour of his Youth and 
%eal, yet in his latter Days he was of another Mind, 
condemning fach Kind of Attempts, and fobefly enough 
Expounding that Paffage of our Saviour, Which he 
before had fo fatally MifutiderftoocL 

i : ■ 

Iti the Reign of the Emperor Duetts, he filtered 
truel Rackings, and many other Tortures for the Doc- 
trine of Christ, with terrible Threats of Death and 
jButniftg* with which he was nothing affrighted ; but 
refolded to own his Caufe to the laft Moment of his* 
Life* And hearing that fomc Chriftians were haled 
to aft M^l-Temple, that they might bef compelled to 
Sacrifice to the Heathen Gods, he out of hi3 Zeal, 
ran thither to encourage them to Conltancy in their 
|*rofefSon, and difluade them from complying with 
their Enemies; which was the Opportunity that liis 
Advferfaries had long expefted, and therefore letting go 
the other, laid hold upon him ; putting it to his Choice 
(faith ErtPHANius) whether be would offer Incenfe to 
the Idol, or have his Body defiled by a deformed filthy 
Black -a- moor, which they had provided on Purpofe. 
Origin being in a great Strait, at length chofe rather 
t6 offer Incenfe, than to have his Body polluted by fo 
filthy a Creature ; they prefently put Incenfe into his 
trembling HancU, and whilft he demurred upon it, they 

took 
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took his Hands and threw it into the Fire ; whereupon 
they prefently cry out, ‘ OaiGEithath facrificed, Oat - 
gin hath facrificed*’ 

After which he was Excommunicated by the Church, 
and So being filled with Shame and Sorrow, he left 
Alexandria, and went into Judaea. Being come to 
Jerusalem, where his Name was very well known for 
his l#earned Expofitions upon the Holy Scriptures* 
and his Gift of Utterance ; he was importuned, by the 
Ministers to Preach a Sermon to the People in the 
Church, which after much Importunity he was per- 
fuaded to do, and thereupon flood up, and opening the 
Bible, the ftril Place he cafl his Eye upon* was in 
Psal. 50. 16. Unto the Wicked, faith Goo, why 
doft thou Preach my Laws, and tak^ my Covenant 
into thy Mouth. Which Word as foon as lie had read* 
he clofed the Book, fate down, and filed a Flood of 
Tears, the whole Congregation Weeping like wife, 
with him, and was unable to fay any more. After 
which he wandered about with great Grief and Tor- 
ment of Mind, and at length penned the following La- 
mentation. 

In the Bittemefs and Grief of my Soul, I addrefs 
myfelf to thofe who (hall hereafter read this confufed 
Writing. But how can 1 fpeak when my Tongue is, 
tied, and my Lips dare not opce move npr open.? My . 

Tongu^. 
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Tongue does not Perform its Office, my Throat is 
.'dried up, and ail my Senfe3 and Faculties are all pol- 
luted with Iniquity ; Woe is me, becaufe of the Sorrow 
of my. Heart, that my Soul is thus affli&ed, and that 
I am encompaffed with Sin, fo that there is no Health 
• in me. Woe is me, my Mother, that thou broughteR 
me forth. A Righteous Man, to be Converfant in 
Unrighteoufnefs; an Heir of the Kingdom of God, to 
be now an Inheritor of the Kingdom of the Devil; a 
Preacher of the Gofpel, to be found wallowing in Im- 
piety; a fruitful Tree, yet quickly withered; a clear 
Fountain, to be polluted and dried up; A Man adorned 
with Gifts and Graces, now fuddenly deprived of all. 
Pity me, O all ye my Friends, who am now become an 
abjeft Creature; that have trod under Feet the Seal of 
my Profeflion, and joined in League with Satan. Pity 
me, O my Friends, who am reje&ed, and caft away 
from before the Face of God. It is for my Iniquities 
that I am branded with open Shame. The Lord had 
ingrafted me into a fruitful Vine, but inftead of 
pleafant Chillers, I have brought forth nothing but 
Thorns, and inftead of Grapes, I have brought forth/ 
Brambles. 

Let the Well-fprings of my Tears iflue out; let my 
Cheeks be watered, and let them Flow upon the Earth 
and moiften it; for that I am born in Iniquity, and 
the Floods of Sin have overflowed me. Alas I flow 

am 
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iim I fallen! There is no borrow like unto my Sorrow ; 
mo AfHi&ion that exceedeth my AfHi&ion ; no Bitter* 
nefs that pafleth my Bitternefs; no Lamentation mare 
lamentable than mine 5 neither is there any Sin greater 
than my Sin; and there is no Salve to Heal my wounded^ 
Soul. Where is that good Shepherd of Souls?* 
Where is he that went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, which cured him that was wounded 
by Thieves ? Seek me out, O Lord, that am 
fallen from the higher Jerusalem, who have 
broken the Vow I made in Baptifm, who have pro- 
phaned and dealt Injurioufly with thy bleffed Name. 
Alas! That ever I Was a Preacher* who bow am be* 
come a Difciple! Thou knoweft, O Lord, that I fell 
AgainfL my Will. When I went about to enlighten 
others; when I endeavoured to bring others from Death 
to Life, I brought myfelf from Life to Death; when 
I witneffed againft the Affemblies of the Wicked, and 
reproved their Doings, there I found Shame, and the 
moft peftiient Wound from the Devil: When 1 de fired 
to be found a Friend and Favourer of Piety, I was found 
a Foe and Furthercr of Iniquity; when I defigned to 
prefent others before God, I presented myfelf before 
Satan. 

Some promifed me, that they would be Baptized ? 
but after I departed from them, the fame Night, the 
Devil transformed htmfelf into an Angel of Light, and’ 

• faid' 
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fetid urtto «w, ‘ When thow art up in the Morning* go 
oh, and pCrfuade them^ and bring the^a to God-S But 
Satan going before me, prepared the Way, by ikarp- 
tiing their Wits to devife Mifchief againft 'zne, iiHy 
Wretch ; lowing ia their Mind* DilEmulaiioo, Hypo*- 
icrify, and Deceit. But Ip Q unhappy Creature, leap- 
ing oat of my Bed at the Dawning of the Day, could not 
finifh my ufual Devotions, neither Perform my wonted 
Prayers, being defirous that ail MenJhmiM be fawd, afid 
come to the Knowledge vf 'the it ruth ; whilflt in the me$a 
Time I wrapt myfelf Up in the Snares of the Evil One; 

* T went to fchefe wicked Men, I required of them to 
perform the Covenant made the ftfight before, not 
knowing the Subtflty, and vvecame to the Baptifm, O 
Minded Heart, why didft thou not Rementfbar? Gfooi- 
ifh Mind, why didft thou not Confider ? Oweak &x&n, 
why didft thou not Underftand? But it was Satan that 
4uBed thee fcfleep, and in the End ruined thy unhappy 
and wretched Soul. He deprived me of Might uud 
Power, and fp wounded me, l Unfwcted but one 
Word, and became reproachfully Defamed $ I fpake 
without Malice, but I meet with Scorn, The Devil 
raifed an Afltmbly about die, and pronounced agajnft 
me that unjuft Sentence, * Ori«en hath faerificed,’ O 
Satan what haft thou done unto me? How haft thofct 
wounded me ? 


Y 
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t . I bewailed fomctimea the Fall of Sampson, but now 
: I have fallen worf^ myfelf ; I formerly bewailed the 
. Fall of Solomon; but have brought myfelf into a worfe 
N • Condition. I have formerly deplored the Woeful 
Eftate ©f all Sinners, but now I am plunged into Si* 

. myfejf. Sampson had his Hair cut off, but the Crowd 
; of Glory is fallen from my Head. Sampson loft the 
| Carnal Eyes of his Body, but my Spiritual Eyes are put 
■ out/ It was the Subtilty of a Woman that brought 
Confufion upon him ; but it was my Tongue that 
brought me into this finful Condition. And as he afr 
. terwards wanted the Comforts of this Life, fo my Ton- 
_• gjie by this Wicked nefs hath deprived me of thofe Spi- . 

ritual Gifts which have fometimcs flowed in upon me 
-with Heavenly Joys. And as he fuffcred thofe Things 
by leaving the Israelites, aad oleavingto Foreigners, 

- fo T by going about to fave notorious Sinners, made 
-biyfelf a Captive to Captives, and a Bondflave to 
Sin.' 

Alas! .My* Church liveth, yet I am a Widow; my 
Sons Kve,' yet I am Barren; eveiy Creature rejoiceth, 
but I alone am Defolate and Sorrowful. Bewail me* 
O ye bleffed People of the Lord, who am baniihed 
from God ; bewail me, who am deprived oi all Good- 
rtcf6, of the Holy Ghofl, and am Thrufl out of the_ 
Wedding-chamber of Christ; who was once Thought 
Wotthy of the Kingdom sf God, but am now altogether 

Unworthy 5 
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Unworthy j who am abhorred of the Angels, and fcpa-> 
j-ated from the Saints of God. Bewail me* for that I 
^ro condemned to Eternal Punifhment; that I # am here 
on Earth, yet am tormented with the Sting, of a guilty 
Conference. I fear Death becaufe I am wicked ; I fea$ 
the dreadful Day pf Judgment, becaufe I ^m damnc 4 
for Ever; I fear t^e Punifhment, becaufe it is Eternal* 

I fear the evil Angels that are the Executioners, be- 
caufe they are yoid of Mercy ; and what, to do I know 
not, being on every Side furrounded with h$if$ry. If 
there be any Man that can* I befeech hi® tQ afiifi me 
with his earneft Prayers, and fctrrpwful Tears ; for now 
it behoveth me to fhed infinite Tears for my great Sin, 
Who knoweth whether the Lord will have Mercy upoi\ 
me, and wil} Pity my Fall? Whether he will have 
Companion upon my Perfon, and be moved with my 
forlorn Condition? Whether he will have refpe£t to, 
my Hui$uliation, and incline hjs tender Kindnefs. tp-j 
ward me? 

I will proftrate myfelf before the Threfhold of hi# 
Church, and entreat all People both fmall and great, 
to tread and trample me under Foot, who* am unfavoury 
Salt, whofhave no Tafle nor Favour of God, and am ' 
fit for nothing. Now let the Elders ~n\ourn, for fife 
Staff whereon they leaned is broken ; kt the young 
Men grieve, for their School- mafter is fallen ; let the 
Maidens forrow, for tlie advancer of Virginity is de- 

filed » 
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Mtd ; fct tte Pafters toOiirft* for their Patron *nk$ 
i>tfcnder h fcamefuHy foiled- Woe is flue, that I foil 
fo lewdly, fo danger^ that I otfrifto* rffo again. Aflift 
two, Q HoJy Spirit* and give ipe grace to- repeat 5 arid 
accept, O Lord, of the 0rief ed my Heart, arid the 
keaviflefs of my Soul. Brit how great Streams of La- 
JtteritatioiTs muft deanfe and ptfrify my polluted Con- 
ference f I WlH- addrefa myfotf arid tu^n my Speech t 6 
Gdn 5 Why haft thou lifted me up ahd caft me down y 
I had ftoe Vcririmitted this Impiety,’ imlefr thou hadft 
withdrawn thine Hand from the , But it is thy Pleafure* 
O Lord, h&odoft all Things gfacioufiy j and f on the 
contrary hare fallen by itty Polly ' But Why, O Lord, 
haft thou filut my Mouth by thy Holy Prophet Da*id^ 
Have I been the foil that finned l Or am 1 the firft that 
fbll ? Why haft thou forfakep me, being defolate i. 
Why haft thou rejected arid banifiied me ' from among 
thy Saiats, and aftdniihed me when Iftould Preach 
thy Laws ? What Man is he that is born of a Woman, 
which finneth not ? What Man Nvas f ever converfant 
here on J^arth, who committed no Inisprity ? * 1 v t 

This, I fay, becaufe thou haft forfakenme * Dxvv& 
^imfelf^ who hath font up my Mouth, finnedgyievoufty 
in thy Sight, yet upon his Repentance than received 
him, to fy^ercy- . . Pster, who was a after hisf 

Fall, wippd away, hip TranfgBefltox* with &lt Team* 
and did not continue long in the Filth of his Infidelity. 

vh* • ' 
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But they were thought moire worthy of Favour and 
Mercy than I. But no# I humbly befeech thee, O 
Lord, to grant $hat thy Holy Spirit may be my good 
Guide' and Joftru&or, that 1 may tread Satan under 
jny Foot, who by his Sleights hath trod upon me } 
and that I may be agam reftored to the JoyS of thy 
Salvation. Now all ye that behold nly Wounds* trera* 
file for Fear, and take heed that ye ftumble not, and fall 
into the like Crime. You all now fee that the Prophet 
David hath (hut up nly Mouth. I was eonftrained 
by the Biftops to fpe^k fome Words of Elhorfcafcicnr, 
find taking the Book of Pfakns, I prayed, apd opened 
the Book, and I lighted upon this Sentence which t 
pm afhamed to repeat, yet am compelled to pronounce. 
iLJnto the Wicked, faith God, Why do 4 thou preach 
tny Law*, and takeft my Coveinabt in thy Mouth l 
But bewail me, that am likie the Reprobate Jews $ fbf 
that which was (aid to them by the Prophets, now found* 
eth alike in my Eark O Satan, what Mifchief haft 
thou brought upon me ? Hcfw haft thoU pierced my 
Bread with thy poifonous Darts ! Thinkefl thod that 
my Deftrudion will any Thing avail thee ? Thinkefl 
thou to procure to thyfelf any Eafe or Reft,; whilH I 
am thus deplorably tormented l Who is able to affurc 
thee that my Sins (haB not be done away, that I (hall 
not efoape the Fains which J fo horribly feared, or that 
I- (halt not again be reftored to the Society of the Saiatai 
P Lord, I fall down, before thy Moroy-featf have pity 

upon 
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upon me, who am drowned in Tears beeaufc I have 
greatly offended. Shew Mercy, O Lord, unto thy 
wandering Sheep, which is fubjeft to be toin by the 
Teeth of the ravenous Wolf. Secure my Soul from 
the roaring Lion. Let my Sackcloth be rent in fun- 
der, and Gird me with Joy and Gladriefs. Let me be 
?gairi reftoredto the Joy of my Gq&; let me beThought 
worthy of his Kingdom, through the earned Petitions 
of Church and the Affembly of the Saints which 
Sorrow over me, and humble themfelves to Jefus Chrift 
on my Behalf; to whom with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoft, be all Honour and Glory for Ever and Ever. 
Amen. v 

Origin after this rcturned'from Jerusalem to C*- 
5 area, where (as before he had done at Alexandria) 
he fet up a School both for divine and human Learning, 
and his great Name procured him Scholars from all 
Parts. About the Year 235, JvIaximinus the Thra- 
cian fuceeeded in the Roman Empire, a Brit i(h and 
Cruel Prince, who hated whatsoever related to the Pre- 
deceffor Alexander Severus; and becaufe the Chri- 
ftians had found fome favourite Entertainment in his^ 
Family, be began firft with them; especially the Bi- 
fhops, as the chief Pillars and Promoters of CfiHftia- 
nify, whom he caufed to be put to Death.' Tn this 
evil Time, Origen writ his Book concerning Martyr- 
dom, for the Confolation of the perfecutcd Chriftiari*. 
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Nor did hehimfelf Efcape without his Share; for En^ 
sfbius tells 11s, that the Devil muftered up 2tll his 
Forces agaiaiV him, and aflaulted him with all his Arts 
. and'Engufoes, fingling him out above all others 6f that 
Time, to make him the Obje& of his utmoft Rage and 
Fury. He was call into the Bottom of a loathfom c 
and uncomfortable Dungeon, loaded with Iron6, a 
Chain *about his Neck, his Feet fet in the Stocks, 
with his Legs ftretched four Holes diftant from each 
other, for many Days together He was threatened 
with Fire, and tortured with all the Torments that a 
mercilefs Enemy could inflict ; which muft needs be 
very grievous to a Perfon of his Age, whofe Body was 
broken with Jo many Cares and Labours. Yet he pa- 
tiently endured all thefe Barbarities, and was ready to 
iubmit to the lail fatal Stroke ; but his Cruel Judge to 
prolong his Miferv, commanded the Executioners t.o 
Torment him, but not to kill him. 

But Human Councils when moll a&ive and violent, 
are often over- ruled by him that is Higher than the 
Higheft; for his Enemies, who had exercifed thefe 
Cruelties upon him, defigning him for a more folemn 
Martyrdom, were difappointed by the Almighty, to 
whom belong the Ifiues from Death ; who prevented 
their Malice, and made Way for his Efcape, which in 
all Probability was occafioned by the Death of the Em- 
peror, who was cut off when he had reigned only 3© 

Months. 
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Months* Being delivered o«t of £ri£bni he unproved 
his 'Time to pious Purpofes* comforting the Weak and 
iDifconfoIate, and siting Letters for that End to the 
Chriftians difperfed into ftveral Parts of the Empire. 
He died about the 69th Year of his Age peaceably at 
Tyri, in the Year 254 * Where his Body found a place 
of Reft, and where in a great Church dedicated to the 
Memory of our Saviour’s Sepulchre, behind the higft 
Altar his Remains were laid Op, as the Tradition of the 
laft Age informs us* He ufed to fay, that God's Pro- 
vidence hath ordained alt Things for feme End And Pur a 
pofe. He made not Malice* and though he can Refrain it* 
he will not % for if Malice were not , Virtue would have no 
eppofite> and could not Shine fo clear • For the Malice of 
Jose pu ' s Brethren war the Means whereby God brought 
about many admirable Works of Providence , as by the Story 
at large appears* 


******* 

**#* 

*# 
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’The LIFE of St. BABYLAS* Biftiop of Antioch, 
who with three Youths was ‘Beheaded* ; 



T HERE is a general Silenee in Churdi Antiquity 
.concerning the Country, Parents, Education, 
and Way of Life of this holy Martyr, and whether he 
was born and educated a Gentile, or a Chriftian; 
though no doubt he had a generous and liberal Educa- 
S Z tipa. 
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lion, living in Places where he had Opportunity to be 
• inft ru& ed, and in Timgs wherein none but Men of 
known Parts and Eminency were advanced to the Go- 
vernment of the Church, both to feed and preferve the 
Flock of God, and to defend the true Faith againft all 
Oppofers? In 239, Baaylas fuCceeded Zebedjnus, 
Bifliop of Antioch, Gordian us I. being Emperor of 
Rome. St. Chrysostom fays, he was a ftout and 
prudent Bltft in'the midft of the Storms and Warn that 
beat upon the Church ; meeting at the firft with much 
Trouble from the Roman Governors, the old Enemies 
of Ghriftianitp gut ,f°9 n after, a. fierce Storm was 
raifed by Capores King of Persia* who having over- 
run all Syria, had befieged and takjen Antioch; and 
the News of his rapid Con 4 «efh being carried to Rome* 
llartled the Emperor and Senate. He grieyoufly op- 
pofecj the People of Antioch, and no doubt the Chri- 
llian^bad a deep Share of it from fo In&lent and Mer. 
cileft an Enemy, who was never favourable to them. 
But |hc Almighty foon delivered them from his. Ty- 
ranny; for Gordian us raifing a potent Army, march- 
ed irito the East,- and clearing the Countries as he 
went along, came tp Antioch, where he to;aIly de- 
feated the Persians, and recovered Antioch and the 
conquered Cities, taking like wife fome considerable 
Places belonging to Sapores, whom he obliged to re- 
tire with Precipitation ir.tp his own Dominions. Of 

which 
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which he gaVe ah Account in a Letter £o the Seriate, 
who decreed a Tiitimph upon his Return to Rome. 

Tranquility being thus retired to the Church off 
Art+'fo'cH, BabyLAs Was Very Diligent in Iriftrtt&itfg 
arid Governing' his Flock, and preparing thVm to un- 
dergo the greateft Affii&ion for the Profelfion of their 
Religion, as If he had ftfrefteh the violent P6rfcciitiofr* 
which foOn after fell upon theto. For the ChriftiaAS 
having enjoyed touch Quietnefs during the Reign of 
the Emperor Philip pus that fucce fried GoRi>Uy* 09 rf 
who was generally, though without ground, fuppofed 
to he a Chriflian himfelf. Yet a difmral Tcmpelt arofo 
in the Time of Dec i us, who was uqexpettedly advan- 
ced, -and in a Manher forced upon the Empire, one 
who might have patted for notie of tfte worft of £to> 
pdrofs, if his otitbgeous Violence againft the Chadians* 
Kad not left an indelible Blot upon his Fatoe ; which 
fotoe Writers imagine, proceeded from his Hatred to 
lii§ Frcdeceffot Philipp us, whom he reckoned to be a 
Chriitiari. Thotigh others which more probably fupp«ife, 
That it was occriiibned by the great Succefs wlllefirGhri- 
fUanity met with about this Time, having fpread itfelf J 
over all Parts of the Empire, both Chifc^, Tdfrns arid : 
Villages ; So that the Heathen Temples were abandon- 
ed, their Altars overthrown, and their Sacrifices difeon- '' 
tinued, the Churches bding in the to^ari Tired frequent- r 
ed by Multitudes of Converts. 
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Dbcius, was furprifed at this mighty Increafe of 
phriflianity, and the Declenlion of Paganifm ; that 
the Religion of the Empire was diOegarded, and thq 
Woffliip af the Gods ncgle&ed, oppofed, and under* 
tnined by an upftart Sedl of Chriftians, which multi- 
plied d*ily s He therefore refolded to ufe all the Me? 
thods of |lage and Cruelty for extirpating them, 
$nd reducing the people to the Religion of their An- 
ceftors, whereupon lie i filled out Edidts to the Govern-; 
prs of the Provinces to proceed with all Severity againft 
the Chrillians \vy.h all Manner of Tortures, unlefs they 
would yroriliip the pods ; fo that the Perfection wa$ 
Carried on wjth Kind of Violence, whereby many 
of the moft eminent Bifhops of the Church were put 
to Death j and at length it came to Bab.yla’s Door ; 
for the Emperor coming to Syria* and fo to Antioch, 
to profecute the Persian War, he either out of Curi. 
ofity, or to tak^ Qccafion to fall upon them, would 
needs go into the Chriftian Congregation, when the 
public Aflembly was met together. But Baby las 
landing in the Church Porch, oppofed him with an 
tutdaunted Courage . and Rcfolution, telling him, That 
as much as lay in his Power, he would never endure 
tjiat q Wolf fhould break intp Christ’s Sheepfold 
The Emperor urged him no farther, either being un- 
willing to exafperate the Fury qf the People, or de- 
figning to revenge it fome other Way. St. Chr ysqtom 
defends this Adt of Baby las with a great deal of Wit 

and 
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and EJoquence, equaling it with the Spirit and Freedom 
pf Elias and John the Baptist, telling us. That 
when the Erpperor made this attempt, be had newly- 
dipped his Hands in innocent Blood, having barbarou Iy # 
find againft the ^oith of hi? mod folemn Oath, and the 
JLaws ©f Nations, put to Death a little Son of a cer- 
tain King, whom his Father had given in Hoilage tq 
fecure a Peace between thfctq. 

Decius though for the prefer.! he diflembled hi3 
Anger and went away, yet inwardly refented the Af- 
front, and being returned to h;s Palace, f?nt for Baby-._ 
!• as, with whom he (liarpiy expoftulated fpr his Bcld- 
*nefs and Ipfolency, commanded him to Sacrifice to the 
Gods, alluring hipi, that, this was the only Way to 
nfcape Pnnilhment, and to purchafe him Honour and. 
ttenowm Th<s Martyr defpifed his Offers, and defied^ 
his Threats .telling him, That as a Pallor, hq ,was 
obliged to do what might be mod beneficial to his 
Flock, and that he refolved never to apodatize from the 
Service of the True God, and to Sacrifice to DeviU, 
who ufurped the Name and Honour pf Denies. The 
l^mperor finding him inflexible, ordered him to, b^ 
/ loaded with Chains and fent to Prifon, where he en- 
dured many Hardfhips and Sufferings ; yet he rejoiced 
tn his Bonds, and was more troubled at the Mifury that 
attended thofe who fent him thither, than at .the lharp- 
ppfs of thofe Torments which he was like to fuffer ; 

paving 
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having learned to blcfs thofe that curfed him, to pray 
for tliefti that defpitcfully ufed and perfecuted iiim > and 
to Overcome Evil with Good. ' 

He had then the fatal Sentence patted upon him* and 
being bound, was led odt of Prifon to go to his Martyr- 
dom, and as be patted, lie began Stotfg 6£ Triiimprh, 
Return unto thy Reft, O my ficrtil ; for the Lord birth 
dealt bountifully with thee. Together With him were 
led threfe Youths that were Brothers* whom he had 
fatefully inftrufted in the faith* and had trained tip 
for fo fcverC a Trial. The Emperor had Endeavoured 
to prevail upOri their Conftancy with all kind of 
Hard (hips and Cttleltle* ; but perceiving them irit- ' 
niovahly *efolved not to Sacrifice, he commanded' 
them all four to be beheaded. Ba^tlas plated the 
Children fir ft, left the Spectacle df his bloody Fat<; 
(hould DlfcQurage them. As th? Officer Was taking 
off their Heads, lie ch’cd aloud, * Behold I, arid the" 
Children Which the Lord hath given me/ After Which, 
he laid down bis own Neck upon the Blockj having 
fir ft given Order to lus Friends that his Fetters fhould 
be buried with him in the fame Grave; Which wa s < 
done accordingly. ■ ilnd St. Chrysostom aflures lis, 
the Chains renfaihed to his Time. Where his Body 
was fiffl buried we do riot find ; biit wherever if was, 
it refled there till 'it had a more rriiig'nificerit inter- 
ment ia the Reign of CotfsfAfltlSfE tHE Great ; 

which 
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Which occafoned one. of the mo ft remarkable Occur- 
rences that Church Hiltory ha? conveyed to us. 

There was a Place called Daphne in the Suburbs 
of Antioch, \vhich feemed contrived by Nature on 
purpofe for Pleafur.e, being a delicate Grove thick fet 
with Trees, Fruits, and Flowers, and watered with 
fountains and pleafant Rivulets. In this Place was a 
magnificent Temple, faid to be Built by Seleucuj, 
the Father of Antioch us, and by him dedicated to 
Apollo Daphnjeus, who had a coftly and ancient 
Image within the Temple where Oracles were given 
fbttb; which caufed it to be very Famous. In this 
Condition it remained, till Gallus, Julian's elder 
Brother being lately created Caesar by his Coufin 
Constantinus, was fent to refide at Antioch, to 
fccurc the Frontiers of the Empire againft the Incur- 
fions of the Enemy. He having great Veneration for ' 
the Memory of the Chriltian Martyrs, refolved to purge 
this Place from Paganifh Superftition; which he judged 
could not be better done, than by Building a Church 
over againft Apollo's Temple. Which was no fooner 
finiflied, but he caufed the Coffin of Babylas to be 
removed thither. But the Devil it feems difliking his 
Neighbourhood, was (truck Dumb, and uttered no more 
Oracles, fo that Baby las’s Body was again removed. 
For Julian fucceeding Constantinus in the Empire, 
came to Antioch, in order to hi$ Expedition" into 

Persia, 
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Persia, and prefently went up to Apollo's Tempte 
toconfult the Oracle about the Event of the War, and 
other Affairs of the Empire, offering the choiceft Sa- 
crifices, and making very rich and coftly Presents. But 
all Kis Prayers, Sacrifices, and Oblations fignified no- 
thing, the D^mon intimating, that the Dead kept 
him from Speaking, and that till the Corps buried 
hard by was taken away, he could return no Anfwer* 
Julian perceived his Meaning, and though many Bo- 
dies had been buried there, he fufpe&ed it was the 
Remains of Babylas that were aimed at, and there- 
fore commanded the Chriflians to remove them from 
thence. Who thereupon met together in great Num- 
bers, of all Ages, and both fexes, and placing the 
Coffin in an open Chariot, brought it into the City in 
Triumph, Tinging PfalmvS all the Way, and at the End 
of every Ptriod adding this fharp Verficle, * Confounded 
be all they that worfhip carved Images.' 

This Story, though it may feem to Favour Superfti- 
tion, in giving too much Honour to the Relics of the 
Saints, yet the Truth thereof is affirmed by Socrates, 
Rozemen, and Theodoret, who all lived about that 
Time; and alfo by Chrysostom, who was botn at 
Antioch, and was many Years Prefbyter of that 
Church, and Scholar to Libanius the Sophifter at this 
very Time; and an Eye-witnefs of it, who not only 
preached the Thing, but writ a Relation of it, appeal- 
ing 
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Jng. to Dli«nd Young, then alive, who had fee* k j 
-and Challenges them, to contradid, if they eould^ the 
Truth K>f what he relates* Yea, Lib a mu, s the Orator 
confeflcs, that when Julia* came with JSaprifices toJtjii 
the Boot of Atollo Daphn*:*js, though he had beep 
before neglefted and forgotten, yet he appeared again 
in his Kites of Worship, »6 if he had been freed from 
* a certain dead Man who lay hard by, to his .gre$t 
Trouble and Difturbacce. Neither is it Improbably, 
hut Go© jmig.hr Permit fuch an extraordinary Paffage 
.to happen at <thU Time, to Evidence the pplly of the 
Heathen Religion, to correal the Jnfidelity of the Em- 
peror, and give Teftimony.to the Truth of that Religion^ 
which he fo touch fcorned and oppofed, 

. If ft be enquired why Julian Ihould fo gratify the 
iChriftians fo as to bellow the Martyrs Bones upon them, 
and fuller .them to be conveyed with fo much Honour 
and Solemnity, and not rather have thrown th 6 ^ in^O 
.the tire, pr the Water; jS.t- Chrysostom anfwcrs. 
That he had pot Courage .enough, for iear Piyipe yen- 
geanqe jhoujd overtake him, as h had lately done 
others.. His Unde Julian, Prefed of the Eaft, an 
Apoftate and Derider of the Chriftians, who brpke 
. ; into the great Church o£ Antiqch, and threw about, 
* fpurued, and at length took away t.he Communion 
. JPlate with the greatell Contempt and Irreverence, and 
, carried it into the Emperor's Exchequer, being leizej 

A a ,wit]x 
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with a loathfome Difeafe, which in a few Bays, in 
-fjpite of all th e Am of Pfeytit, mek away W& Life. 
And Ftetix, the Tf^aforer, a Man of the feme Spirit 
*fctad T emp er, engaged with hint fo ohe fbm$ Bcfcgn, 
coming up te the Palace, on a fudden fell down upon 
the Top of the ’Steps and feutft afoader ; and Ammla- 
*rus MAfcctLLlirus, a Heathen Author, cowfeffe*, that 
Felix died of a fadden flux of Blood. Others there 
were, who about the fame Time came to mi&rable 
*and untimely Ends, but thef© two only are particu- 
larly mentioned by St. Chrysostom. Examples, 
which *tis probable, put a prefect Aw© and Reftraint 
upon him. * 

Byt evil Men grow Worfe and Worfe; for Julian’s 
Rage foon after began to vent itffelf, and being Vext 
to fee the Chriftians beflow fo much Honour oti the 
Martyr, and being cfpeciafly Stung with the Hymns 
they fung, he againll the Advice of his Council, gave 
Otder the next Bay to Sallust the Prae&& to perft- 
cute the Chriftfans, and accordingly many of them 
were thrown ' into Prlfon. Among others, one Two* 
Dos 4 us, a Youth, was fei2ed in the Streets, and laid 
upon the Rack, his Flefh torn off with Pinchers, being 
'iijtewife fcourged and beaten, and when no Tortures 
could prevail-i^pqn his Coniiaircy, or fo much as move 
his Patience, he was aC length diftharged. Rurri- 

avs 
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hus afterwards aiked Theodorus,** If he felt aay 
Pain V who replied, « He was at firft a little Senfibl£ ; 
but that one in tKe Shape of d ,Youtig‘ Mai If 66d By 
him, who gently vdped* off the Sweat* ftdfh Rtefc, 
and teffrih** hkfc. wfth odd Watt*, and foppQtt&i 
%ifit wish Divine Cani>la^9fi; B tha* Jjie 
w Rack was fashes a Pteafure than a Tormant to him. 

But the Almighty feemed difpleafed with the Pro- 
ceedings of Julian ; for foon after the Temple of 
Apollo at Daphne took Fire, which in a few Hours 
burnt the famous Image of that God, and reduced the 
Temple, all but the Walls and Pillars, into Allies. 
The Chriftians aferibe this to Divine Vengeance ; but 
the Heathens to the Malice of the Chriftians. And 
though their own Pridts Siftf Warders of the Temple 
were racked to make them fay fo, yet they could never 
be brought to affirm any more, than that it was fired 
by a Light from Heaven. 

This Conflagration is mentioned not only by Chri- 
(Han Writers, but by Ammianus Marcellinus, and 
by Julian himfelf, but efpecially by Libanius the 
Orator, who in an Oration made on purpofe to the 
People, elegantly Bewails its unhappy Fate; whofe 
Difcourfe St. Chrysostom takes to Talk, and makes 
witty and eloquent Remarks on it. The Body of 

Babylas 
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$AifatAS -#as afterwards buried within the City ' 6f 
Antioch, in a Church dedicated to his Name and 
Memory | sad in After-ages i& faid to have bee# tranf- 
lated (by fame Cbpftia# Princes, probably during their 
Watt in the Holy Land) to C*eai6na iu Xta^v. 
Hef faffered Martyrdom in the Reign of Dec ms the 
few an Emperor, about the Year of Chrift 250. 


£«#*##* 
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The LIFE of St. CYPRIAN, Kfhop of 
Carthage, who was beheaded. 


T HASCIU9 C^CILIUS CYPRIANUS ws* 
born at Carthage, in Africa, and is faid to 
be descended of a rich and noble Family, and that he 
himfelf was a Senator. He was educated in the liberal 
Arts, though principally addi&ed to the Study of Ora- 
tory 
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tory and Eloquence, wherein he made fuch Improve- 
ment that he publicly taught Rhethorick at Carthage 
with great Applaufe, and where be lived in great 
Splendor and Plenty, never going abroad but he was 
thronged with Clients and Followers. He continued a 
Gentile or Heathen till he grew into Years, and was 
then converted to Chriflianity by the Arguments and 
Importunities of GfiCtuvs, a Prefbyter of Carthage, 
whom he ever loved as a Friend and reverenced as a 
Father j and the other at his Death made him his Exe- 
cutor, and committed his Wife and Children to his 
whole Care and Tutorage, and fo mutual was. the 
Endearment between them* that Cyprian in Honour 
of him took up the Title o£ C;scinius. He lived a 
and temperate Life, and fold the greats® Part of 
liis Eflate, diftvibutrng the Money to the NecefBties 
of the Poor, fo that he became abuoft a perfect Chri- 
ftiau before he had learnt the Rules of Chriftianity* 

Being at length fully mfbtteled and confirmed in the 
true Faith, he was baptised, and £ooxi after advanced 
to be a Prefbyter, therein be behaved himfelf with fo 
much Piety and Prudence, that Domatus the Bifliop 

of Carthage being dead, huth/the Paftora and People 
caft their Eyes upon Ctprrakj who jwigi^g hirttfelf 
unfit and' unworthy for £b great ar C^arget withdrew 
into st private Place m his Houjfe,. au4 would not be. 
fecn ; but Ub declining k did Ctectfio* A*, yk, to 

be 
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be more earned in their Defires utid Ex previous, fa 
that hi* Doors were immediately crowded, and afl 
Pangea for his Efcape tfockt up; who thereupon at- 
tempted to cfcape out of the Window $ but finding it 
dn vain, he unwillingly yielded ; the People in the mean 
.Time waiting Iaq>atiefttly between Hope and Fear, till 
feeing ham come forth* they received him with Univer- 
fhl Joy and Satisfaction- Hit Entrance upon his 
Charge was cahn and peaceable, hut k was not lo^g be- 
fore a Storm overtook him, and he was publicly pre- 
scribed by the Name «f Gdcitius Cvprian, Bismo* 
d> rut Christiana, and every Man was commanded 
net to hide or conceal his Good. And not falsified 
therewith they frequently called out, that he might be 
thrown to the Lions. So that being wanted by a 
' Divine Admonition and Command from God, he wkh- 
dretv hirtifdf, hoping thai by his Ab&nce their Fury 
* and Malic* v&Htld abate During hist Reeds, though 
/abfent in Bndy, he was present in Spirit by pious 
Codicils* gwe Admonitions, frequent Reproofs, ear- 
nell EadwutiQws, and efpecially by hearty prayers to 
Heaven fa* the Welfare and Profperily of the Church. 
He had a great Fore-knowledge of future Events* and 
a bloody PerfcEcution being raj&d againft the Church of 
Gwuct in Afrjca, he in one of hif Epiftles declares 
; the«u^ C*ufe thereof 3* follows; 

• We 
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* We mud need? acknowledge and eonfefe/ faith 
lie, * that this violent Perfecution and Calamity wWfti 
hath deftroyed mod of out Chttrehei, and doth -<kfly 
coufume them, arifeth chiefly front our own Impiety* 
whilil we walk not in the Ways of Goo, nor obfertt 
the Precepts which he hath left unto us for 
ftm&ion. Our Lord Ch rist performed .» the lljfoll jtf 
his Father ia all Points, hot we do not obfertfe the 
Will of our Lord; our Minds and Studfes&efeg wholly 
intent upon the Riches and Vanities of this Woitt 'W<c 
are full of Pride, Emulation, and Difltntion, android 
of that Simplicity and Innoeency which he comes the 
Difciples of the BleiTed Jesus- We renout^e j the 
World of Words only, hut not in Deeds, : Man 

pleaiiog himfelf, without any regard how he, difpleafcs 
-others- . For this Caufe we are juftly fcourged j 'for 
what Stripes do we not deferve, when even thofeGoa - 
feflors themfelves who formed y endured the Trial of 
k their Faith, and ought to he an Example in well doing, 
are fo catnal and carelefs in their Converfation f For 
their Sakes therefore, who with boa ding Wortls^Giory 
in their former Confeflion and Sufferings are theft Cala- 
mities comeupori us; whereby we fhajf not eafily 
'obtain an etefhiil Grown, unlefe Goo in his Merey be 
more Gracious to us. Thefe Things we jufliyfaffer 
for our Iniquities and Defertt, of -which the Almighty 
hath forewarned us, where he faith. If they (hall fort- 
fake zny Law, and not Walk in my Judgments: If 
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‘they (hall profane my Ordinance** and will not o bey 
fny Precept** I will vifit their Iniquity &ith the Rod* 
and their Traafgteffions with Stripes; thefe Rods and 
Stripes we juftly feel* who neither ple&fe God with o ay 
doings; nor Repent of the Evil of our Ways*, Wherer 
fore let us humble ourCelves> and beg his Favojjr frany 
the Bottom of ovir Hearts, and with our whole $oulf 
let ua entreat him to fhew us Mercy, who hath pro- 
ofed that he will never utterly take aw*y his Joying 
Kindnefs from thofe who with penitent Minds calif 
upon him for Forgivenefs. Let us aik and we /half 
obtain; and thpqgh we be delayed, yet feeing we have 
gricvoufly -offended him let us continue to call Upoii 
him, for he hath promised that to them which call, 
Jt (hall be opened. Lei us, therefore* perfevere iiy 
calling upon him with Prayers, Sighs, and Tears, ancf 
We /hall at * Length be furc to receive a gracioiff 
Anfwcr. 

Cypaian having thus defcribed the Caufes of the 
Perfecution, he mentions a Vifioij, wherein it was fl^ewr 
cd him what fliould happen. The Vi (ion was this: He 
law an aged Father and a Young Man fitting at his 
Right Hand with a forrowful Countenance* and hif 
Hand oil his Breaft. On the other Bide fajt f Porfoi* 
with ar Net in his Hand, wherewith he threatened to 
catch the People that Hood by, and as CypaiaU was 
JVIarvefiing at it, he heard a Voice faying, « The Yonu^ 

® u m* 
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l^fan whom thou fee ft fit on the Right Hand is fed 
and penfive, becaufe his Precepts are ©hfcrVed; hut he 
on the Left Hand danceth and is Merry, becaufe Oc* 
caikm is given him to obtain Power from the ancient 
Esther to affli& Men.’ 

This Vifion was feen fome Years before the Perfecu* 
tion happened, and predicted that, the Sins of the Chri- 
ftians were the Caufe why Satan was allowed fnch 
j*ower, an! with his Net of Deftru&ion deftroyed fo 
many Cfrriftian Men* * In this Vifion,’ faith he, Qop 
OUt of his tender Gpodnefs and Mercy hath vouchfafed 
to reveal thefe Things to the lead of his (infill and un- 
worthy Servants, telling me, that I (hould be^Quiet 
apd, of good Comfort, for Peace will come, although 
it, be delayed, a while for the Sake of fome who yet 
remain to be- proved and tried. He had like wife ano- 
ther Vifion, wherein he was admoniihed to Ufe a fpare 
Diet, left his Mind (hould be withdrawn from Hea- 
wily Meditations, and drawn with Wordly Allure- 
ments, and; be thereby the lefs difpofed to Prayer and 
Spiritual Exercifes. 

Ajid, becaufe the Chriftians were charged by the 
Heathens as the Abettors of aU Public Calamities, he 
tells them* 4 That Jesus C hrist had long before 
pwphefied, that toward the End of the World there 
(hould be Famine* War* and Peftilcnce, which, was 

rather 
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rather to be imputed to their impious Idolatry and 
Contempt of the True Goo, than to the Chri(Ha$t-| 
which Evils are increafed by the Wickednefe of Mem 
For Famine is occasioned more by tlie Avarice of Met}, 
than by the Drought of the Air i But the particular' 
and fpecial Caufe thereof proceeds from the (bedding 
.fo much innocent Chriftian Blood. And .whereas thf 
Chriftiana are condemned for not Wor (hipping their 
Idols, it is becaufe they are fully a (lured that they 
are no True Gods, but Images of wicked and lewd 
Kings, who could neither fave the rale Ives from Deaths 
nor fuch as worshipped apd Is lifted in then* from eter- 
nal Funifemeat. • 

In the mean while the Perfecution under the Em 
peror Dslivs raged with uneontreuled Fury in the 
African Provinces* and especially at Carthage, 
concerning which Cyprian every where gives large 
and fed Accounts, relating, that they were fcourged 
tad beaten, racked and roafted, and their Fleib pulled 
off with burning Pinchers, were beheaded, thruft through 
with Swords, mere Inftruments of Torture being ap- 
plied to one Map at once than there were Limbs and 
Members in his Body. They were robbed, plundered, 
throtvn to Wild Beafts, and burnt at the Stake. A aS 
many who defired to be difpatchcd were pUtpofrly kept 
upon the Rack, that their Pains might be lingering* 
aAd tftwy might dii by Peace-iheal. All which did- 

but 
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itit febder their faith and Patience more IUuftrious 
whereby they tired put their Tormentors* and fmiied 
at the fharpeft Engines of Execution, arid at the bufy 
Officers who Were racking in their Wounds j ^.nd when 
iheir Flcfh was wearied, their Faith was unconquerable,, 
and made them more eaniellly long f6r Heaven ; while 
the common People beheld with Admiration thofe Hea- 
venly Coafli&s, and flood aftouifhed to hear the Ser- 
vants df Christ In the midft of all their Tortures, with 
an tinfhaken Mind, making a free and bold Gonfeflioh 
of their LorU and Master JesOs Christ, though 
defthute of any external Succour, being armed with a 
Pivine Power, and defending themfelves with the Shield 
df Faith. 

About this Time happened that dreadful Pkgfce 
Which fo much affti&ed the Roman Empire, wherein 
Carthage had a deep Share, vail Multitudes were 
fwept away every Day, and the MefTenger of Death 
palled at every Door ; the Streets were filled with dead 
Careafts, which fpemed to implore the Charity of the 
Living td bury $hem ; as that which themfelves l^ght 
heed, But ala* ! every one trembled and fhifted for, 
Ihemfehres, deferting and flying frotn iheir ideated 
Friends, and neareft Relations. In this calamitous 
fcteafon, St* Cyfrean calls the. Chriftianis together^ 
Und.ekhorts them; tu Miercy and Charity, as that which 
^hje Holy $ctipturp tells ns is highly pleafing to. Gpd*. 
‘ . ‘ * ‘ «*<?[ 
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imd the only Way to pacify and turn away bis Wrath 
from them ; That they fhquld pot only extend their 
Charity to their own Party, but that the Way to be 
J>erfe&, and to be Chri&iana indeed, was to dq 
Something more than Heathens and Publicans ^ 
and tP Pvercome Evil with Good $ and, ac* 
cording tP our Saviour’s Advice, to love pur Ene* 
mies, and pray for the Jdappinefs pf thofe that Per* 
fecute us* 

The Chriftlans being perfuaded by fuch moving Ar* 
guments, prefcntly gave their Neighbours and others ip 
Diftrefs their utmofl Afliftance, according to every 
pne’s Rank and Quality, thofe who .'were Rich con*? 
iributing to their Neceflities* and others Who by Rea-* 
fon of their Poverty could bellow nothing, perfonally 
laboured in the cpmmon Calamity, ^Indeed, every 
one was ambitious to engage under the Conduct of f<* 
good a BilhOp ; and by this large and abundant 
Charity*" great Advantage redounded not only to thofe 
who weie of the fiou(hold of Faith, but univerfally 
to all* ' 

At which Time St. Cyprian penned his excellent 
pifeourfe concerning Morality, wherein he fo eloquent- 
ly teaches & Chriftian to Triumph over the Fears of 
peath* and hbw little Reafon there is cxceffively to 
jf^pUrn for their Friends and Relations that are taken 
. from 
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from us. This terrible Pcftilence, with the Way 
wherewith the Empire was generally* over-run, the 
Heathens charged upon the Chriftian Religion, as if 
their Gods were enraged thereat. But Cyprian in a 
Difconrfe to Demetrian the Proconful, vindicates 
Chriftianity from this Scandal, and demo oft rates that 
Jthexr barbarous and unreasonable Fury againft the Chri- 
Rians, had provoked the Creator of all Men againft 
them, as a juft Punifhment of their Folly and Madutfs, 
in perfccuting the Profcflion of a Religion which was fo 
near to Heaven. 

In the Year 257. Asfasivs Pantenus the Procon* 

' ful of Africa, fertt for Cyprian before him, and told 
him. That he had lately received Orders from the Em* 
perors, who at that Time were Ga men us and Vatt* 
rian us, commanding all thofe that were of a Foreign 
Religion to worlhip the Gods according to the Roman 
C eremonies: Cyprian anfwered, lama Chriftian and 
a Bifhop, I acknowledge no other Gods but only the 
true God, that made Heaven and Earth, and &U 
Things therein. Thi? is he whom we Chriftjans ferve| 
to whom we pray Day and Night, for onrfelves, and for 
aH Men, and for the Profperity and Happiheft of the 
Emperors. And is this then thy Refutation* faid the 
Proconful? That Refatation, replied the Martyr* 
which is founded in God, can never be altered. He 
then told Wm* Thai be wai to fiearcKfor Prelbytorsa* 

well 




&ISH0P OP CARTHAGE. 

well m Bifhops, requiring him to difcower them; Cr- 
priam replied, According to your own Laws*, we are 
not obliged to be Informers. The Procooful adde d» 
That he was commanded to prohibit all private AJetii- 
bHc«, and to punifh with Death all thofc that frequent* 
cd them : The good Man told him. He might do, what 
he thought fit 5 and the Proconful finding him immov- 
able, commanded him to be ban idled to a little City 
about die Lybiah Sea, near Pentapolis, a pleafant 
Prlace> and where he was vifited and himifhedb 
with all Conveniencies by the Cluifliaas refidijng there- 
about^ 

The firft Day of his coming hither, he t in an Hea- 
venly Vifion. was. forewarned of his approaching Mar- 
tyrdom* whereof he gives this Account. 4 Tlieie ap- 
peared to him as he was going to reft, a young Man of 
a, very large Stature, that fee me d to lead him to the 
Tribunal, and, prefi^t him, to the Cqnjftt} then fining 
upon the. Beneh,/whp looking upon him, began, ta 
write fomethin^ in a Book, which the young Matt 
looking . over his Shoulder read, but not daring to 
fpeak> intimated by. Signs what it was j for extending 
bi.s.. Hand, at length, he made a crofs Stroke over it 
with the other, by which Cyp&ian guefled that he 
fopuld. be Beheaded. Whereupon he was importunate 
with the. Proconful for. one Day’s reprieve to fettle his 
Affairs, and, by the pleafant. Countenance of the 

Judges, 
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Judges, and the Signs made by the young Mail at 
what the Conful was noting in his Book, Teemed to be 
granted. And this happened accordingly, both as to 
Manner and Time of his Martyrddm that very Day 
Twelve-month, wherein he had his Vifion* proving to 
be the Period of hi? Life* 

During his Confinement iri this FlacC, he Wrote Te- 
veral Letters to the Martyrs in Prifdn, encouraging them 
to continue faithful to the Death, that fo they might 
obtain a Crown of Glory* Here he had Notice that 
the Perfecution became more violent, the Emperor 
Valerian, having fent Order to the Senate, that 
all Chriftian Bifhops, Prefbyters and Deacons fhould 
be put to Death without Delay ; the Senators* and all 
People of Rank and Quality fhould be deprived of their 
Honours and Preferments, forfeit their Eftates, and if 
they perfifled in their Religion, fhould be put to Death, 
and the Matrons to have their Goods Confiscated, and 
bebanifhed. Xystus and Quartus had already fuff 
fered Martyrdom, in the Burying-place where their 
AfTemblies were held ; and the Governors of the City 
put to Death all they could meet with, Th?fe un- 
comfortable Tidings gave Cyprian occafioft to prepare 
for his own Death, which he waited and wifhed for 
every Day 5 and when fome great Men of his Acquaint- 
ance perfuaded him to withdraw to a Place of Safety 
which they would provide for him, he refufed it ; 

‘ ( though 
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though when he had News that the Officers were cptt* 
fng for him t<? carry him to Utica, he by the A4nce 
ijf his Friends flipt afide, being unwilling to /uffer ^any 
.where but in Carthage, where he had governed hi? 
.Church, and by that eminent Confeffion to edify 
jcncourage the Flock committed to him ; $g he ,tellg th$ 
People of hi6 Cliarge, whom he advifed to Peaqe an£ 
- JJnity among themfelves, in his fir ft Letter to theqy 
and not to'oi^er themfelves to the Gentries, but if apy 
were apprehended to be courageous ip Defence of, the 
Truth, and freely confefs themfelves to be Chtyftianp^ 
which he did not doubt bup God would enable therp 
to do. 

The new Proconful Gale {tit; .s Maximus being 
turned to Carthage, Cyprian, who refolved to con- 
ceal himfelf no longer, came home, and took up his 
Jlefidence in his own Garden ; the Officers bad no 
fooner Notice thereof, but they pr^fently came and 
feized him, and putting him into a Chariot carried him 
to the Proconful, who commanded him to be 'kept AjU 
next -Day in one of the Officers Houfes; the People 
hearing of his Return ?md Apprchenfion^ came in 
Numbers about the Houfe, where they contiiuiecj all 
Night* : The neyt Morning he was led to the Pipcpp- 
f ill’s Palace, who looking upop him faid, ? Art thou 
Thascius Cypriamus, who haft bec^n Lifhop and Fa- 
ther ,to Men of impious Mijpda. The Sacred PmpCtQr 
9 C C CQtp; 
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cSSSnVhHs t Kee t 6 36 Sacrifice. Be wfcll hdviftjf, s*rt<l 
fib ftbt tKroW away thy ISft.* TKe Blcffed Martyr 
¥iplred, 1 i am Ciri^Riik* I ftm a Chriftian, and \ 
r <$nftot Sahrifide tothfe Gods'; r dbfcs thoft ^command- 
‘efi; as ftr ifoe ift fo juft h Gatrffe, thiife needs rib Con- 
Hie Prbcdnfifl was enraged \t Ins reTohftb 
j Cimftsincy, and faid, « Lbhg haft thou cbiiti lifted hi 
this Sadtf Iegious Htftnbiir, ftnd hkft fCdtibeS gt-fcat Ntxtrl- 
hers into tHe fame Wicked Confpiracry, hn$haft ftiewn 
thyfelf an Ehdmy to ’tHe Gods of the Ro m aft Empires 
dcte Whobi the Pious arid Religions Emjtefcors could 
‘rieVer tedttOe tio thc Obfcrvance of their Holy Rites 5 
thou therefore being found to be the Author and Ring- 
leader of fo heinous a Crime, (halt be made an Exam- 
ple to thofe whom thou haft deduced iftto fo g&at a 
^Vickednels.’ Wheredpdn he rfead his Sentence but 
of a Table Book, * I cortintahd that THAscibs Cy- 
>aian fhail be beheaded. ^ To which the Martyr 
only anfwcred, 1 1 heartily Thank Almighty God, 
who is pleaded to let me free from tlie Chains of the 
Body. 

He was theft led away from the Judgihent Seit With 
a'ftrong Guard, of ^oldiefs, great Multitudes of Peo- 
ple crowding after, the Chriftikris Weeping rind mourn- 
ing* and cryirig 'out, < Iietfts tflfo'be beheaded ‘With 
hitti. ’ Cdnting c to the Place of Ekecntibn, which was 
A large Held, he Ifcgatr to ftrip putting 

off 
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off his CJoak^ which he fpl^cd HI! ?L n d hj« ^?eet p 
an£ falling uppij ^s KJncfs, recppmended hjs SquI tp 
pQp in Prayej*, and then landing, ip nothing bu$ a 
Linfn Yeflm^nt^ he preyed that the Executioner 
ftoi^ld h^ phqut fix Pounds given him, and the Bre- 
thren (jptea^ l^-ipen Clpthy under hyp tp prefervc 
hiff ^opd ftftQ bfing §pjlt on the Ground; he cover- 
ed hj# Ey^ \^th hj$ ojyn Hands, and the Headfpnan 
#4 hi# O^ce. flis Body yras |>urjed by the Chri- 
ftiw* ^ fygip Jlight lyttij gjept Solemnity, jje fut 
Y «ir 9? Chris T ac8. V^ler^us 
pA^E^s y. Epperorj «jf Rome. 

He jya$ undaunted in Tune of petfecuti<jp ; fo that 
jieitjier the perfuafigns of hia Wife, nor the Frowns of 
the Wprld, nor tjip Malice of ljis Adversaries could 
Alight him. IJe n^eyer lent ?^yay thi? W*dpw em pty 
Hajp^pd; hfj wap Eyes tp the Blind, Legs to the Lame ? 
§nd a Covering tp the Naked, He called C^cilius, 
who converted him, * The Father of his Chriftian 
Life.’ It was difficult to diAinguifh, whether he was 
^prf Joyed or feuded. 

H^a i^fual Sayings were ; * Ly t npt that /lepp in thy 
Tfeafury yhicfi may be profitable tp the Poor. Twb 
Things jpfver groyi r old \ n Man, the Heart ever imagin- 
ing ne^ Cogitates, and the Tongue uttering the 
yafp (pp^ceptip^s of the Heprt. That yK c }} f Ma*j 
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ttiirt of Neceflity part with fonie Time or other, it is 
Wifdoin for him to Diftribute fo, that God rfiay ere 
laflirigly Reward him. Women that take a pride m 
he fag clothed ip Silk and Purple, caiinot eafily put on 
the Lord JesiJs Ch*i st. They who Delight to paint 
in this' World, arid alter themfclves from what Gob 
hath created them; may juftly Fear that at the Refiir- 
fe$ion their Creator will not know them. He that 
give* an Alins to the Poor, Offers a ftfeet finelling 
{Sacrifice to Gob. All prefent Evils dre to be endured 
jfof the Hope of gobd Things to come; TPo cbfnmand 
Vhtitc in Words, and to contradid it in Deeds, is 
pptbifig worth, There are Twelve Abfurdities in the 
X»if$ of Map ; A Wife Man without good Works ; 
an Old Map without Religion j a Young Man without 
Obedience ; a Rich Man without Charity 5 a Woman 
without Modefiy; a Guide without Virtue } a Poof 
that is Proud ; a Prince that is Unjuft ; a Bifhop 
that is Negligent ; People without Difcipline $ and 
Subjects without Law, 

He was highly honoured while he lived, not only by 
confulted and applied tq in all weighty Cafes by 
foreign Churches, but by frequent Vifions and divine 
Confultatious (as lie was wont to call them) whereby 
^e ^as immediately Earned and djre&ed in all - import 
tapt Affairs and Exigencies of the Church; After bia 
jpeaUi kid Memory was Rad in great Veneratiori* thd 

People 
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People of Carthage cre&ing two eminent Churches 
to it, one in the Place of his Martyrdom, the other 
in the Mappalian Way, where he was buried. The 
former was ftiled Mensa Cypriana, Cyprian’s Ta* 
ble, becaufe there he had been offered up a Sacrifice 
ntceptable unto God. And here they had their Anai* 
verfary Commemorations of him* 


#*#***# 
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NsOcijAU*, wjio was fcrlcmoly Buried there. 



S T. GREGORY, called originally The odor u& 
tfras born at Kfoc^sa^ea, the principal* City ©£ 
Cappadocia, fituate upon, the Riyer Lycus. Hia 
father wa$a Zealot for the Gentile Religion, wherein 
he carefully educated him, and in other Heathen 

l*carn* 
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^edriing? fctoo dying when tiw '8on Was -about ^four- 
teen Years old^ the Young Man then took the greater 
Liberty to inquire into Things, and perceive the Va- 
nity of that Religion wherein he had "been brought up, 
Vhich foon inclined him towards Chriftianity, though 
bis Mother took care to complete his Breeding, bj 
placing him and his Brother At henc> bonus, Under 
TMaRers of Rhetoric and Eloquence, who like wile pCr- 
fuaded him to Rudy the Roman Laws. After this, he 
'travelled to Alexandria, iuid entered himfelf in the 
^latonjck School lately cre&ed there, here by the 
clofehefsof his ‘Studies, and his Sobriety arid Stri<3> 

* ine& of Life, he rifibly reproached the debaucheries df 
*his Reflow -Students; who 'meditating Revenge, ’hired 
a fcdmrtion Strlirapet to come to him while he Wasetr* 
'gaged In a' furious Difccmrfe with fome learned Friends 
charging him with committing Lewdnfcfs with her, 
"and 6f Cheating her of the "Regard of their criminal 
Ehlbtat^s. The 'Cdmpatfy being fatisfi&d of his Inno- 
cence, yt&re irtrkged kt the Woman’s Imprudence, but 
CiiEd(^v^difregaf*drng the A&rodt, dMirfcd a TYiend to 
*j£?vie her the Money the aiked, that they might be ito 
longer interrupted in their Difcourfes; which ike hid 
*riofbtiner tecsiv&l, but file fbll into raving Tits, Ro&r- 
tbit Horribly, thriving herfclf on the Ground, 
rearing ‘her Hair, difbo’rtirig'her Eyes, and foaming at 
the Mouth; nor eould' (he be' freed' from this Rude 
Titkrmfunt v£ tiki ©senwn, till ; he Whom fire 'had 

wronged 
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Wronged had forgiven, and prayed to Almighty Go* 
for her. 

Departing from Alexandria, he came to CjfesAREA 
In Palestine, where Origen had opened a School; 
under whom he was Taught Logic, Phyfic, and other 
Sciences; but above all, his Mafter endeavoured to 
fettle him in the firm Belief and Perfuafion of Chri? 
ftianity, wherein he had before fome infight, and t& 
ground him in the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures^ 
as the befl Syflem of true Wifdom and PJiiiofophy. 
Five Years he continued Or i gen’s Difciple, and was 
then recalled into his own Country; and at taking his 
Leave he made an Qration before his Mafter in a nu- 
merous Auditor}', wherein, as he gives Origfn his juft: 
Commendation, fo be particularly bleffes God for the 
happy Advantages of his Jnftru&ionSj and whofe Pro? 
vidence had conduced him to ft> good a Mafter. At 
his Return, all Mens Eyes were upon him, expecting 
to reap fome Fruits of all his Studies in public Meet- 
ings; and the Wife and Great Men of the City impor- 
tuned him to refide among them, and by fyis excellent 
Precepts and Rules to reform agd direft the Manners 
of Man. But he being moejeft, and diffident of his owbl 
Abilities, and fearing left by a great Concourfe and 
Applaufe he might be puffed up with Pride and Vain, 
glory, refilled all their Addreffes, and withdrew him- 
felf into the Wildernefs, where he refigned up himfetf 
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ip Solitude and Contemplation, converting with Gop 
and his own Mind, and admiring the admirable Work* 
of . the Great Creator. of the World. 

The City of N.eqcasar^ea was large and populous, 
but wretchedly ayergppwn with Iiolatry and Superlti- 
tion, fo that it feemed the Place where Satan’s Seat wy 
and where Chriflianity had fcarce been heard of, to the 
great Glief of all good Men, who were very defirous 
that the true Faith fhould be planted among them, 
Aiid Ph*elimas, Bifhop of Amasea, a neighbouring 
City in that Province* a Man of a Prophetick Spirit, 
having an Account of Gregory, as .one whofe Parts 
and Piety rendered him a Perfon fit to be a Guide, of 
Souls, notwithftandtng his want of Years, refolved if 
pdffible to engage him in that good Work ; of which 
Gregory having Intimation, he letircd from one 
Defart and Solitary Shelter to another , fo that the JW- 
fhopby all his Art and Induftry could not find him out, 
who ufod his utrnoft Care to conceal himfelf. At length 
■ he addreffed himfelf to Heaven in earned and fervent 
Prayer, befceching the Almighty to incline his Heart 
to accept of this Province, which m‘ght be fo much fpr 
the Glory of Goi>, and the Advantage of the Sonia of 
Men. So. that Gregory was. at length willing to com., 
ply, and was conftituted JBjfhop of that I lace ; which 
•being wholly fnbjedi to the Worftip of Demons and 
Diabolical Rites, these not being above feventeen 
D d Chriftiaas 
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Chriftians ift thofe Parts, he mull be obliged to found a 
Church before he could govern it. However he applied 
himfclf induflrioufly to the Charge committed to him, 
wherein he was extreamly advantaged to a Power of 
working Miracles (fo much talked of among the An. 
cients) that was bellowed upon him ; of which we have 
this Account : 

As he was returning Home from the Wildcrnefs, be- 
ing benighted, and overtaken with a Storm, he with his 
Company turned afide to fhelter themfelves in an Hea- 
then Temple, famous for Oracles and Divinations, 
where they fpent the Night in Prayers to God. The 
Gentile Prieft came early in the Morning to offer up 
his ufual Devotions to the Demons of that Place ; who 
it feems had informed him that they muff hereafter a- 
bandon it, by reafon of him that lodged there ; fo that 
the Invocations and Sacrifices which he made were all 
ineffeftual ; whereupon he was inraged againft St. 
Gregory, and threatened to complain of him to the 
Magiftrates and Emperor : But when he faw him difre- 
gard all his Menaces, and that he had a Power of com- 
manding Demons in and out at Pleafure, his Fury was 
turned into Admiration, and he entreated the Bilhop, 
as a further Evidence of the Divine Authority which 
attended him, to bring the Demons back agajn for once 
into the Temple. To fatisfy whom, he is faid to have 
writ thefe Words in a Scrip of Paper, Gregory to Satan, 

Enter ; 
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Enter ; which being laid on the Altar, and the pfual . 
Oblation made, the Demons appeared again as they 
were wont $ whereby the Prieft was plainly convinced 
that St. Gregory aded by an Authority fuperior to 
all Infernal Powers ; and being convinced by him of the 
Truth of the Chriftian Dodrine, he refoived to accom- 
pany him, forfaking his Houfe, priends^ and Relations, 
and refigning himfelf up to the Inilrudions of his Di- 
vine Wifdoip and Philofophy. 

The People of Neoc/esarea having an Accpupt of 
the ftrange and miraculous Adions of St. Gregory, 
^rent out of the City in great Multitudes to meet; him; 
who being unconcerned at their Applaufe, puffed di- 
redly through the midft of the Crowds, without calling 
his Eye upon one fide or the other, and being invited 
by Mu son *us ? a Perfon of great Efteem and Power in 
the City, who intreated him to Honour his Hpufe with 
his Prefence, he took up his Lodging there. And 
that yery Day he fell to Preaching with fuch Succefg 
that before Night he had converted a little Church to 
the true Faith, in that Idolatrous and Prophane Place 
wherein his Lot was fallen. Early the next Morning 
the Doors were crouded with Perfons of all Qualities 
and Ages, whofe Infirmities and Diflempers he cured, 
working two Cures upon them at once, healing both 
Soul and Body; and banifhing Daemons out of thofe 
that were pofleft. Men greedily embracing that* 

Religion, 
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Religion, of whofe Divinity an J Power, they them- 
felves were Eye-witnelTes, and heard nothing report- 
ed, but what wad verified by the Teftinioriy of their 
Senfes- 

* Having thus gathered a numerous Congregation, hd 
then took Care to ere£ a Church, where they might 
a (Terrible for the public Efcercife of their Devotions, 
which by the charitable Contributions of fofne, and the 
indultrious Labour of others, was begun and finilhed 
In a little Time. And it feems to have been founded 
upon a firmer Bafis than other Buildings were, for 
niotwithftanding the violent Storm of Diocle sian’s 
Time, who commanded all the Chriftian Churches to 
be demoli fried, and the Earthquake which happened in 
that Country, and ruined molt of the Houfes therea- 
bouts, this Church alone remained entire, and not a 
Stone of it was fhaken to the Ground. 

. Another memorable PafTage is reported by G^ECdst? 
$13 sen, which prepared the Way for the Cohvfcrfiort 
of the People in this Place. There was a public FeltL 
Val folemnized to the Honour of one of the Gods of 
that Country ; whereto the Inhabitants of $EoCAisA- 
HEA, and the neighbouring Parts, reforted in great 
lumbers, fo that the Theatre was faori full, and the 
Crowd and $oife fo great and confufed, that the ufual 
Ceremonies and Shows could not be performed. Here- 
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Upon the People universally cried out to the Denttta, 
JUpiter, we befeech thee ma!ke us room So Gregory 
being informed of this, fertt them Word, That theif 
Prayer would be gVfcnted, and that mote Rodm would 
6e quickly made them than they defired. Immedi- 
ately a terrible Plague broke out among them, which 
turned their Mufic into Weeping, and filled all Places 
with dying Groans ; People being fick and dCad in It 
few Moments. The Temples to which they fled in hopes 
of Cure, were filled with dead Carcafes ; the Fountains 
and Ditches, whither the infe&ed came to quench theif 
Thirft, were flopped up with, the Multitudes that fell 
into them. The People underftanding that this Cala- 
mity proceeded from their foolifh calling upon the De- 
vil, they intreated him to interetde with his God, who 
they believed to be a more powerful Being, in their 
Behalf. He confented thereto, the Peftilence abated, 
and the People generally deferted their Idolatrous Wor- 
fhip, and took San&uary in Chriftianity, as the fecureft 
Refuge in Time of Danger. 

The Reputation of his Wifdom, and his mighty 
Miracles, occafioned the People to have much Venera- 
tion for him ; fo that they judged whatever he laid or 
did, to proceed from a Divine Power. Yea, even in. 
civil Caufes, his Sentence was accounted fttore juft and 
impartial than any other Decision whatfdever. It hap«* 
pened two Brothers Were at LaW about a Lake, both 

challenging 
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challenging it to belong to the Inheritance which 
their Father left them ; the Determination thereof 
was left to him, who endeavoured peaceably to accom- 
modate the Difference between them, but in vain ; for 
the young Men grew angry, and appointed a Day to 
try their Title by Arms, fummooing their Tenants/ 
to appear in their Behalf : To prevent which, the cha- 
ritable Bifliop went the Evening before to the Placet 
where he continued all Night in Prayer to Heaven, ta 
prevent the impending Mifchief 3 and the next 
Day the Lake was turned into dry Ground, and thereby 
the Contenflon between them ceafed; the Remains of 
this Lake being vifihle many Ages after. 

Gregory Nissen alfo reports. That this Holy Man 
miracutoufly retrained the Violence of the Licus^ 
which runuing violently down the Mountains of Ar- 
menia overflowed the Champaign Country, to the irre- 
parable Damage of the Inhabitants, and oft-times to 
the lofs of tbeir Lives 3 who thereupon applied them- 
felves to St. Gregory, befeeching him to ufc hia 
Intereft with the Almighty, ^yho alone rules the raging 
of the Sea, that a Stop might be put to it. He goes 
along with him to the Place, and addreffes his Supplica- 
tions to them wh.p has fet a Bound to the Waters, that 
they may not p?f$ over* nor. turn again to cover 
the Earth : And tlirufting his Staff down into the. 
paging Stream ; and it ia related, that ever after the 

River 
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River kept within the Banks, and his Staff grew up 
into a large fpreading Tree, and was fliewed to Tra«. 
vdlers, together with an Account of it in this* Author** 
Hays. 

He alfo adds a third : That St. Grecory in his re- 
turn from Cumasa, whither he had J^een , invaded and 
importuned both by the to come* and 

conftituteda fit Perfon to ^e[IUfhop f qf that City, he 
Was efpied by two Jews, who. knowing his charitable 
Temper, either out of Covetoufuefs or deJigning to 
abufe him, agreed to put a Trick upou him ; to which 
End one of them lays himfelf down on the Ground, 
pretending he was dead ; the other fee ms to deplore the 
miferable Fate of his Companion, afid begs of the good 
Bifliop that paffed by to give him fomething towards his 
Funeral, who taking off his Coat he had on,Jie threw 
kuponhim and went away. He was no fooner out of 
his Sight, but this Deceiver came laughing to his Fel- 
low, and bid him rife, that they might make tbera- 
Celves merry with the Cheat they had put upon the Reli- 
gious Man ; he called, pulled, and kicked him, but all 
in vain, thjs comical Humour concludingin a Tragedy, 
the Man being dead indeed ; it being fuppofed that he 
expired at that very Moment the Garment was thrown 
upon him, which now really ferved for what the Bifhop 
intended it, as a Covering to bis RuriaL 

Thefe 
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Thef^ Miracles ate reported by Perfooa of 
Credit and Integrity, efpociaily St. Bas*i, . and Ju« 
Brother Gr coo r y, both wife and good Men, who Hired 
within lefs than an hundred Years after our Gregory.; 
and which is more confiderable, their aged Grandmother 
Macriua, Who taught them in their Youth, and took 
Care of their Education, was in her younger Years 
Sdmkr and Auditor df him, and uo doubt they re- 
ceived the fnoft’ material Paflages of his Life and Mira- 
cles from her, who 1 was* an Eye-witnefs .of -them, and 
perfectly remembered them ; of which they gave a 
plain and naked Relation, without any -Floutiflies of 
Rhetorick, left Men of incredulous Minds fliould difbe- 
lieve them, and count all Fables which are above their 
Appreheiifions. . 

In the* faithful and fuccefsful Management of his Of- 
fice he continued -quietly, till about the Year 350, when 
the Emperor Decius raifed a moil violent Persecution 
ngainft the Chriftians 5 upon no other Motive pr -Pro- 
vocation, but becaufe he faw Christianity prevail fo 
much, and Peganifm decline : Whereupon new Me- 
thods of Cruelty, and Inftruments of Torment were 
continually invented by the Heathen Governor* and 
Magiftrates ; the very Apprehenfion rwheteof is dread- 
ful and araazxug to Human Nature. Swards and Axes, 
wild Beafts, Serpents, Fire, IronGhairs m^de red -hot, 
and innumerable other Tortures are daily found out to 

punifii 
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punifb and put to Death innocent Chrifliane ; yea, b 
unnatural were Mankind grown to each other, that 
every one was afraid of his neareft Relation; the Father 
not confulting the Safety of the Child; nor the Child 
regarding his Duty to his Parents : The Gentile Son 
betraying his Chriftian Father, and the Infidel Father 
accuiing his Son for embracing Chriflianity ; and a 
Brothet accounting it Piety to violate the Laws of Na-, 
ture in the Caufe of Religion, and to condemn his own 
Brother becaufe he was a Chriftiam No Regard being 
paid to Age* Sex, Virtue or Merit, but as in a 
City donned by a proud and potent Conqueror, 
every Thing was expofed without Mercy to the 
Rage and Rudcnefs of a Barbarous and Inhuman 
Enemy* 

St. Gregory being fenfible of the calamitous Statfc 
of the prefent Time, and how few of his new Con- 
verts would bear up againft this furious Storm, he 
advifed them timely to withdiaw, telling them it was 
better to fly and fave their Souls, than to hazard their 
falling from the Faith ; and gave them Example by re- 
treating himfelf out of Danger into a Defart Moun- 
tain, accompanied only with the Gentile Prieft whom 
he had converted. And it was but Time he fhould re* 
tire, the Enemy chiefly aiming at him as the Head of 
the Party ; and being informed where he lay concealed, 
they came in vafl Numbers to find him out ; fome be- 
E e fitting 
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feting the Mountain at the Fools and others going 
op, fearched every Place till they came very near him i 
whereupon they both presently fell to Prayer, with a 
firm Confidence of Divine Prote&ion. The Perfect!* 
tors fearched every Bufh, Shrub, and Corner, but found 
nothing ; and when the Informer described the very 
Place where they lay ; they affirmed they faw nothing 
but a Couple of Trees a little Diftanfc from each other. 
The Company being gone, the Informer (laid behind* 
and went dire&ly to the Place, where finding them at 
their Devotions, and concluding their Efcape to be the 
immediate Effe& of a Divine Prefervafcion ( God having 
blinded their Eyes that they fhould not fee them) he 
fleM down at the Rifhop's Feet, gave up himfelf to be a 
Chriflian, and a Companion of his Solitudes and Daiv 
gers. 

A little before his Death, being fenfible that his Dif- 
ftdution drew nigh, he feat up and down the City and 
Neighbourhood to make a ftri& Enquiry whether there 
Were any that had not embraced the Chriflian Faith; and 
being told there were but feventeen in all, he fighed f 
and lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, appealing to Goo 
how much it troubled him, that any fhould be yet 
without die Knowledge of the True Religion ; but -he 
likewife bkffed the Almighty, that whereas at his firft 
earning hither, he found but feventeen Chriflians, be 
fhould now leave but feventeen Idolaters. After which,* 

having 



Digitized by Google 



BISHOP OF NEOCJSSAREA* 21* 


having heartily prayed for the Converfion of Infidels, 
and the Confirmation and Edification of thofe that 
were turned to God, he calmly and peaceably re- 
figned up his Soul into the Hands of his Heavenly 
Creator in the toridft erf his Friends and Difciples, 
by whom he was honourably buried in the Church, 
which he himfelf had ere£ed at Neoc^saria. He 
is fuppofed to have departed this Life in the Reign 
of t ttt Emperor DtoctfcsiA** about the Y«*r Bf*our 
Lord 265. 


******* 

**** 

♦ * 

* 


The 
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The LIFE of St. DENNIS, Bifliop of 
Alexandria, who was baniihed into a Wildernefs in 
Lybia. 


S T. Dennis was in all probability born at Alexann 
dr i a, where his Father feems to be a Perfon of 
confiderable Quality, and to have lived in fome Splen- 
4c* ; He was bred in the Gentile Religion, and con- 
vert^ 
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verted to the Truth by $ Vifion and Voice that fjjqke' 
to him, as he relates ; apd by diligent reading, 

what Book$ cajne into his Hands, and an impartial 
Examination of the Things <pqntained in them. After - 
bis youthful Studies, he put himfelf un^er the Con-v 
dudfc of the renowntd Origen, \v}io was then Mailer 
of a famous School at Alexandria, where he became 
a Proficient in Philcifophy andChriilian Lp&ures, wliich 
were there Taught. Ip the Year 232, Demetrius, 
$i(hop of Alexandria being dead, Heraclaf, one 
of Ori gen’s Schclvs, and his Speedier to the Cate- 
chetick Sfbool, fucceeded in bis room, upon whofe 
removal Dennis, then Prdbyter of t If Church, was 
advanced to his Place; wherein he afted wit b fuefi ge- 
neral Applaufe and Satisfa&ion, that upon th^ Deatlj 
of Heraclas, who was Biihop fifteen or iixteen Years 
none was Thought fo fit to be ag^in bis Suceefibr as 
Dennis, and he w as apcordipgly m?de Biihop. Th*? 
firft Years of his Charge wqre calm and peaceable, til] 
Decius fucceeding in the Empire, fell to persecuting 
the Chriftians with the utmoft Violence, whereof the 
phtyrch of Alexandria had a heavy Portiop. 

Indeed, the Perfection began a Year before, while 
the Emperor Philip was alive, upon this Occafion : A 
Certain Gentile Priell or Poet, ilirred up the People tjf 
Alexandria, who were naturally Zealous for their 
gu^erftitipn, to revenge the Quarrel of their Qod& 

# Whereupop 




Digitized by Google 



atS The LI FA of St. t> AN JV / & 


WhtrsajxMi the Multitude with uncontroulcd Fury 
fell upon the Chriftians, accounting the Barbarities 
toward them to be the only Inftance of Piety to their 
'Deities ; and feizing upon a ft aged Man named Me- 
txas, they would have obliged him to hlafpheme Je-i 
su& Christ; which he refuting, they beat him with 
Clubs, pricked him in the Face and Eyes with fharj* 
Speeds, and afterwards leading him into the Suburbs, 
ftoned him to Death- The next Day they laid Hands, 
upon a Woman called Quinta, and carried her to the 
Heathen Temple, Who refufing td worihip the Idol, 
they dragged her upon the fliarp Stones through the . 
Streets of the City by the Feet, dafhed her again# the 
Pavement, fcourged her with Whips, and at length 
murdered her. 

AroLtLONiA, an ancient Virgin, being apprehended, 
file had all her Teeth dafhed put, and was threatened 
to be burnt alive, who defiring her cruel Persecutors lo 
allow her a littlq Refpite, fhe of her o.wn accord leaped 
ohearfuKy into the Flames anti was burned. The Ro- 
mish Church celebrates the Death of this Martyr with 
the bigheft Veneration ; extolling her for the Nobility 
of her Birth, the eminent Virtues and Piety of her Life, 
her Humility, Chattily, fervent devotions, frequent 
Raftings, 8cc, 

though we find not the feaft mention of any of 

them 
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them in any indent Writer ; They fay, that a Voice 
from Heaven told her, that (he was the Spouse of 
Christ, and that Gon had granted her what (he aiked; 
they make her to be the Reliever of all that are troubled 
with the Teeth or Head-ach ; and in feveral Prayers 
4 >f their Church, they befeech God, that by her Inter- 
ceffion, they may be cured of thofe Pains. Nay, they 
addrefs their Prayers to her, That (he would intercede 
with the Almighty on their Behalf, and by her Pafilon 
obtain for them the Remifiion of all their Sins, which 
by the Teeth and Mouth they had committed, by Glut- 
tony and Evil-fpeaking: And a great Number of Mi- 
racles are reported of her, but efpecially, that of the 
vad Multiplication of her Teeth ; for befides great 
Numbers that are preferred as Relicks in Foreign 
Churches, we are told, that our King Edward being 
&ffii&ed with the Teoth-ach, commanded all Saint 
Apollonia’s Teeth in the Kingdom (hould be (ought 
out, and feat him ; which being clone, there were fo 
tuany brought in, that feveral, great Tuns could net 
bold them 5 £0 that it feem« (he had ample amends made 
4br thofe few Teeth whioh (he loll at the Time- of her 
Martyrdom- 

The Axxxanorian Perfecution increafed daily, the 
Chri&ians Ho.ufes being broken open and plundered, 
their Advetfaries burning what they could not /darry 
away ; and a Chriftiao could not ftir abroad Night nor 

Bay, 
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Day, but they prcfently cried out, Away with him tb 
the Fir*. And though while they quarrelled among 
themfelves, the Chriftiafts had a little Breathing- time . 
yet when Decius had defeated and killed his Matter 
Philit, and ufurped the Empire, his bloody Edi<5ls 
arrived at Alexandria, which enlivened the Heathens 
Rage and Cruelty ; Perfons of all Ages, Qualities and 
Profellions being tortured and executed, with all Man^ 
ner of Severity ; and Multitudes dying into the Moun- 
tain's and Woods, were famifhed with Hunger and 
ThirH, ttarved with Cold, weakened with Difeafes* 
furfrized by Thieves, and torn in Pieces with wild 
Beads; and many fell into the Hands of the Arabs 
and Saracens, and w r ere thereby reduced to a date of 
Slavery worfe than Death itffclf. In this terrible Time 
of Trial, many revolted from the Faith, whilft others 
maintained it with an invincible Courage; and many" 
that were Enemies embraced the fame; of which we 
read the following Indancc : A Perfon who was judged 
to be a Ghridian, and ready to renounce his Religion, 
being brought before the Tribunal, two of the Guards 
that waited at the Door, feofted at him, and derided 
him with the utmoft Scorn and Malice; but foon after 
came into the Court, and boldly declaied themfelves to 
he Chridians, and ready to undergo all Torments for 
their Profeflion ; at which the Judges were ftrangely 
furprized, and trembled. And Sentence being paffed 
upon them, they went out of the Court, rejoicing in the 

Te&imony 

■■ X. 
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5T«fi:imofty AlMy.werc t <rgiv& of their Faith, and thaf 
God would biave fo m*ich Glory by their trtCUftphaitt 
Execution. , 


Paring thefe Tragi t^J Times, it pleafed Gop to 
prefervp Dennis from Peath, as ft perfon eminently 
jufeful in the Church, though he likcwife bore a Part 
the common Calamity*; for Sarin us, the Prefe&p 
having received the Emperor's Orders, he inftaqtly 
dispatched Frumentarius, a Military Serjeant, tp 
apprehend him, who fearched aU places where he 
thought he might conceal himfelf, but never came Pa 
his wn>Houfe, concluding he wofcld not dare to fhtf 
at Home ; and yet here he cpntidhed feveral Days exr 
peeing' the comirig of the Officers. At length being 
Warned ufGOB, he left bis Hduje, attended with hi# 
Servants and fome of the Brethren ; but not long after 
fell into the Hand# of the Soldiers, and hayingrecei ved 
hifcS&htence, was conduced to a, little Town not far 
from Alexandria, thtrtf probably to be beheaded with 
hds Noife and- Clamour* 


In the mean Titne^ Timotheus one of his Friends, 
knowing nothing of his *beiug apprehended, came to 
the Hoiife where he had been, and feeing a Guard of 
Soldiers Handing at the Door, haftened away with much 
Amassment- A Country- man meeting him, and en+ 
pairing, why he made fuch lialle; he gave Iiim an im- 
fo F f perfect 
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perfeft Account of the Matter. This Man was going 
to a Marriage-fupper, where they ufuatfy fat up all 
Night; and being come hither,* acquainted the Com- 
pany with what he had Heard ; who being heated with 
Wine and Merry, they all ran out of Doors, and with 
great Shouting icame to the Place where St. Dfeto is 
was. The Guard hearing fut'n a'Noife and Confufion 
at that Time of Night, left thc?r Prifoneri and ran 
away, whom the Rabble coming irf, found in< Bed: 
He fuppofing them to be Thieves, was reaching MW 
Cloaths that lay by him to give them, but they^orn'* 
manded him to rife presently, and go ’along with them; 
upon which, he underftancling what they cabfe about, 
befought them to leave him, and depart* lor^at leWft to 
behead him ; but they * compelled him todfife, and 
when he had thrown hiihfel# tipbn the ‘Grdmid* they 
began to drag him out by the Hands arid. Feet* but 
foon after left him, and turned to their Drunken 
Sports. After wh\ch Caius *and Favstus, PeteH 
and Paul, Prefbyters,- and r his Fellow-Prifbners took 
him up, and living the Town, fet him updn an 
Afs, and conveyed him into a defolate Wildernefs in 
Lybja. * * * ’ * 1 - ' k ' 

After St. Dennis had palled over the fhort Reign of 
Gallus, Decius his Succeflbr not taking warning -by 
his PredecefTor’s Errors, Humbled at the fame Stone ; 
and when he found all Things quiet and peaceable, 

fell 
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fell to persecuting of the Chriftians, whole Prayers to 
the Almighty fecured the Peace and Profperity of the 
Empire ; yet this was but a preparatory Storm in 
companion of that railed by Valerian, who was at 
firft kinder to the Chriftians than any of the former 
Emperors, fo that his Family was full of pious and 
good Men : But being feduced and deluded by an 

Arch Magician of Egypt, he was prevailed upon to 
perfecute them, when this Conjuror reprefented as 
Perfons who by wicked Charms hindered the Empe- 
ror’s Profperity, only becaufe they had Power over 
his Daemons and Evil- Spirits, whom they ufually ba- 
niihed only with the fpeaking of a Word 5 and per- 
fuaded him to maintain Sacrifice and Divinations by the 
Blood and Entrails of Men and Bealls, with other Hea- 
then Ceremonies, as the ready Way to make him happy: 
Whereupon Edicts were publilhed every where againfl 
the Chriftians, and they cxpofed to the Rage of the 
Multitude. 

St. Dennis being returned from his Solitudes to 
Alexandria, he accompanied with fome of the Cler- 
gy, addrcffed themfelves to JEm ilian, the Governor, 
who did not abfolutely forbid, but endeavoured to per- 
fuade them to leave off that Way of Worihip ; pre- 
fuming others would quickly follow their Example. 
But they anfwered, It was better to obey God than 
Man, alluring him, they would worihip none but the 

True 
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True God i and would never renounce their Chr*fli*M* 
Profeffion. 

The Qovngrnor tpld them> That the Roman Empe- 
ror# were willing to (h£W them Kiodwfs and Favour* 
provided they would adqre the Gods that were Protec- 
tors of the Empire, and he hoped they 'would be more 
grateful than to refufe it. The Bifhop replied, that 
every one worfliipped thofe whom they thought to be 
Gods, but they adored and ferved only one God, who 
Js the Creator of the World, and who gave that Go** 
vernment to the Emperors 5 to whom they offered up 
Daily Prayers for the Happinefs of the Empire, The 
Governor infixed, That if be were a God, none hin- 
dered them from Worfhjpping him, together with thes^ 
who were truly Gods, they not being to Worth ip Que 
God, but Gods. Dennis aufwered* We cannot Wor^ 
fliip any other. I fee-, replied «$£ mu i an, that you are 
a Company of foolifh and ingrateful People, and not 
fcnfible of the Favour of our Lords the Emperors ; 
Wherefore you (hall ftay no longer in the City, but be 
fent to Cephio in the Parts of J>rniA $ for thither, ac- 
cording to the Emperor’s Commands, 1 refolve to ba- 
nhh you j nor fhall any of your Se& have, leave to keep, 
or frequent your Meetings, which if any dare \o attempt* 
it fhall be at his Peril ; and h? fhall be punned fuitjw 
. by to \n% Crimes : Begone therefore to' the. Plane 
allotted you. 

This 
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This sentence was put Into Execution with fuch 
Expedition, that Delius, though lick, had not one 
Day allowed to recover himfelf, and provide for his 
Journey, He feemed a little concerned when he was 
informed, that the Place of his Baafthment %v^s defti- 
tute of the Society of good Men, and perpetually ex- 
pofetjl to the Ravages of Thieve# and Robbers* but 
was fomewhat comforted, when he was told, that it 
jwas near a great and populous City ; though the Place tp 
which he was aibgned, was a rude and barren Traffc of 
Land in the Defarts of Lybx 4 « He was fopn fblioyv- 
ed t*> this miferable Region by great Numbers of Chri- 
ftians from Alexandria, and other Parts of Egypt, 
When he firit arrived, he was affaulted by the barba- 
rous Inhabitants with Showers of Stones, but in a 
ftort Time he civilized their beftial Manners, Con- 
verting them from Idolatry to the Chridian Faith, 
Preaching up and down thofe wild and difconfolatc 
Parts, and turning the Wilderpefs into a Chiirdi^ 
Neither could all the Threats of the Governor hinder 
$he Chriftians from Afferabling at Alexandria, though 
their beloved Biihop was taken from them, and though 
he proceeded with the utmoft Rigour again# all that 
were brought before him, killing great Numbers, tor- 
menting Others upon the Rack, loading others with 
Chains, and throwing them into filthy Dungeons. Un- 
der all which Afflictions God fupported their Spirits; 

Others to fvpjay them with Ncceffarica 

while 
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while they were in Priioil, and to venture their Lives 
to inter the Bodies of the Martyrs. 

Valeria** the Emperor being taken Prifoner by the 
King of Persia in the Year 259, G alien us his Son 
juled; who having obferved, that .while his Father 
favoured the Chriftians, he was very fuccefsfiil ; but 
when he began to perfecute them the Divine Ven- 
geance purfued him, he Thought it more prudent to 
fuffer them to Exercife their Religion fecurely, which' 
te did by the following Edid. 

« Galienus, Emperor, &c. To Dennis, and the 
Reft of the Bifhops. We have given Order, that 
our Indulgence ftiall be extended throughout the 
World ; and that all Religious Places fhall be freed 
from Force, and Violence. Wherefore ye alfo may 
freely enjoy the Benefit of our Edid, fo that no Man 
fhairdare to vex or moleft you, &c. 

The like Orders he fent to the other Bifhops, giving 
them the free leave of their Coemiteria, where they 
buried their Dead, and held often Religious Affemblies. 
The good Bifhop was hardly fettled at Home, when 
another Accident forced him to retire ; for JEmilia- 
nus the Praefed, partly by his own Ambition, and 
partly by an unhappy Accident, took upon him the 
jjmpire, the Roman Army in Egypt joining with him 

bod* 
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both put of diffike to. G^lienos, and Affeftion to 
jEmalian, who was a brilk aftivie,Man. Gai ienus 
having Intelligence hereof, ordered The odot us. Ills 
General,- tp march with an Army into thofe Parts, who 
befteged the .City pf Alexandria, and reduced it to 
great Extremity*,; i there being Hlfewife twy Faftions in 
the' .Town, and one declaring fot Galienus, and the 
other for jEmilian, fo that there was no Commerce 
between them ; and Dennis having. Occafion to tranf- 
aft with his Friends by Letters, tells us, It was fafer 
for *a Man to travel from Eafl to Wed, than to pafs 
from one Bait of .Alexandria to another, fp barbaroiS 
and' inhuman were the Outrages comiftittcd. there. 

At, length, ,Qalienus ! s Party } prevailed to let in 
Thkqdotus and his Army, who feized the Tyrant 
JEmilian, apd being* fent to tlie Emperor, he caufed 
him to b£ flrangled in Prifon. 

• The Region of this lower World is ilormy anu teiii- 
peftupus, and one Wave perpetually prefles upon the 
neck of another. After this Perfecution was abated, 
a civil War, 'and cruel Famine fucceedcd ; and no 
fooner were they over, but a terrible Plague enfued, 
which over- run City and Country, and carried olf 
what the Fury., of the late Wars had left, there 
not having been known .in any Age (faith the *Hif- 

torian ) , fo great a Deftruft ion ©f Mankind, 

PelHhfnce 
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TcfWence had continued fame Years fn divert Parti 
of the Empire, and now invaded Alexandria* Hiow^ 
fag* down both Chriffcians and Gentiles Without ex- 
ception, all Places being filled with dying-groans, 
and mourning for the Dead, for tborfe that were 
upon their Puberal-beds ; it being fbmewhat like the 
great Egyptian Plague* when theft* Was a great Cry'; 
for here was not an Houfe where there was n6t onty 
one but many dead. 

In thik lament able Time the Chriitfan* out of tbeii* 
fuper-abundant Charity, vifited arrd adminiftered 
their Brethren' who w ett infected, willingly taking 
their Pains and Diftempers upon them, and them, 
felves expiring with them. The Gentiles oh the con- 
trary,' put off all Senf^ of > Humanity, and when any 
fell Sick, even their dearefl Friends and Relations, 
they abandoned them, left them half Dead in the 
Highways, or threw them out as foon as they 
were Dead, dreading to fall under that Xhfe&ioft, 
which yet with their utmoft Caution they coidd not 
avoid. About this Time feveral Herefies were 'broach- 
ed in the Church; upon which, a Synod was^ called 
at Antioch, to which St. Dennis was invited; but 
)tis Ago and Iniirmities rendered him incapable of 
taking (o great a Journey; foon after which" he died; 
Ja the eleventh Year of the" Emperor Gal ientts, add 
ef CkM»t 265. when lie had b&e'ft feventeen Yeart 

Bifhop 
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Bifhop of Alexandria, dying probably the fame Year 
and oi: the fame Day with St. Gregory Thaumatur- 
gus, whofe Memories are accordihgly celebrated Sep- 
tember 17. His Memory was continued at Alex- 
andria (as we learn from Epiphanius) by a Church 
dedicated to him, but flourifhed much more in the in- 
comparable Virtues of his pall Life, andthofe excellent 
Writings he left behind him* Which mainly confiftcd of 
vail Numbers of Epiftles ; and ’tis probable all his Wri- 
tings were nothing elfe, his larger Tra&s being written 
in the Nature of Epillle*. 


V 

******* 
♦ #** 
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The LIFE of St. AMBROSE, Bifhop of Milan, 
who would not fufLr the Emperor Theodosius to 
enter the Church of Milan, till he had declared his 
fmeere P.epentance for the Murder. of 7000 Citizens 
of Thessalonica. 


T HE Father of St. Ambrose was a Pnefeft ia 
France. When he was an Infant in the Cra- 
dle 
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a : oi Bees fettled pgon his Pooe* and $f4 

a>vay withpujt burtffig him y fWeujwi),. l^s Father Iaid| 
If t)ii§. Child liive^ lie will bij feme great Map. In Ins 
Youth he yrent to Rom 2 ? . .J^nowledgg 

in the Liberal Sciences, and the Chriftian Dodlfine • 
very^oq-ue^^ au^ of an obligi ( ng Tcmper5 and 
going to w&f 5*te^teuant of that City. 

SpoBi aft$r- jiu * theJ^h^B 9f tha$ See, •virh&v^ 

AfUA$* di^dr cqd there wap grpat Ifcits about, cleft-. 
m -*&>$«• 5. jfce > ..feopifc, %ipg;.gif* tp^etjjeg, 
ehwSo^ opei a-'fu^uk ^ raifed^ \yjjich ** 

he WM Liejit^inagt; ^ tfe® «C5$jr f ' «$ P C***®*: 

going* tluther tp appe^fe, hi* Pre fence and ^xhorUtifj^ 
not pnly padfied the Rage of the gi^dy Midtitude - 
but caufed them with one,yoip<?.as it w^tR> 
btm for their Biihop, hoping thejeb^r that all Thii^fl 
Fopld J>p reconciled, and all w.o^ld embrace, one Faiiljt 
and O^pphtion. ' The Bifhop^ that >yere ^elept, jadg- 
#ig /that the uniform Voice of the People, \y.as thep 
V<»e# pf Gop, they without further pcUh^rati^tt 
Baptised him ( whp W^3 then bu^ a C a ^echiin)enid, opt 
^earner of the Chriftijaa pp(^rine) putpgfigg to in- 
fid him in the fthhoprigk, A^naos^ \vjaa willingly 
Baptized,, bujt wrp^y ; dec^fi -h?fflg » * 

whereupon, they acquainted f he hamper or 
an II. with the Matter, who wondering at the unani- 
mous Agreement a£ the. People, $pfc§ci* ** ?b c 

1 ■ ' - - ’-■ - - - .. * ¥&»kr 
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Work of Heaven ; and fignified to them that they 
lhould obey %he Will of God herein, and create Am/ 
arose Bflhop, fince the Almighty, rather 'than Merit 
^d preferred' him to thirDignity, * * 

Ambrose being at length perfuaded to accept of thin 
Office, the Face of Affairs was foon changed ; the Ci- 
tizens of MilAn/ who Were before at Dlfcord among' 
fhcmfelves, henceforth embraced Peace and Unity 
whereupon the good ; Emperor Returned Thanks to 
Heaven for this great Bleffingj fiyihg, ’ I give thee 
humble Thanks; O Omnipotent God, and Saviour* 
Jesus Christ, That whereas I hid toirirriitted the; 
Bodies of my Subje&s to this Man, thou 'haft alio com- 
mitted their Souls to his Care; and haft thereby' de- . 
dared' that my Opinion was juft in Appointing him to : 
fucll 'it Place.’* After this, St. Ambrose tooktfpbn him to 
acquaint the^mperbr feecly with the ill Adminxftratiorf 
df forae* of the' Magiftrates; at which he wahfo fan 
from being offended, that he faid, ; I always ' thought 
thee to be Un honeft hnd fincere Man; And was therefore 
lo far from oppofing thyOrdihationto the Office thoii 
art in, that I give my free and; fuU Confent to it : Do* 
thou therefore propound s Remedy out of Cor^s Holy 
Word for regulating thefe Dlforders. - ; '' ,r 7 

The good Emperor Vale n tinian dying, hii Em*, 
prefc Justima being tainted with ArianisM; though 

i « • ,, * • • - * * • ■ v • file* 
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(^bc could not mokft the Orthodox Pallors while he lived* 
yet after His iDoceafc, removing to Milan* with Her 
young Son* l^e railed fuch Difturbance againil Am- 
rUosY, thfctf in the Ertd $6 prevailed to have Him Sen- 
tenced to Banishment. But the People put of their 
lingular Loire and Affe^ion tp him; withstood hc^ 
therein ; re&flrdg thole, by Force liiat would carry fum 
away unto Bu t. i t pie a fed Cod, that at this 

very Time, News came, t^at Maximus die ft.OMAy 
iieutenant i;u Britain had rebelled,, and that Gratia* 
tie Emperoa; was (lain in France, by one of the Cap- 
tains of Maximus. This fo copied t^he Heat of 
J^ustina' , s Spleen, that fte « ap content to let Ambrose 
alone. Yet the endeavoured to work upon, the ten- 
der and flexible Mj*nd of. her young Son Valentinian* 
junior, to* ihftil ipto him the Principles o£.Arianism; 
An Herefy fo called from the Author of. it Arius, a 
Prelbyter of Alexandria, a Man which outwardly 
pretended much Hplinefs,' who denied, the Eternity of 
Jesus ‘ Christ the Son of. Con, with the Father* ai- 
ledging, That he was not of. die fame Subftancu with. 
God.' AlexanUer^ a Man of, .great’ Piety and Learn > 
ipg*|Bifhop of tVat City, being of a gentle Difpafiti- 
on, * attem£te<J.’fo Have c ured Him of tips If ^refy, pr ay- 
ihg’ and, adfnpujfl|ing 1pm to renounce the fame ; . but 
l|e being 1 of; a proud and infoleut Nature* perilled 
therein; and ‘ drew many ' F olloweri after - him* * which 

- *. . -Ky ; * • * •• >• 

i 

afterwards 
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afterwards occasioned mart J Seditions* ami 

Murder*. » 

The young Emperor being deceived by the- AMurew 
itieriti of his Mother, grew quickly r fco emlwaoe ker 
Herefies ; - and at I^ength communicated* his- Mind to> 
'Ambrose, fuppofing, that if he could bring him ovef 
to his Opinion y he Should eafily everconfe the reft of 
^he Bifhopa* But Ambrose reminded him of the Piety 
and Sincerity of his Father, exl>ortlng- him to defend 
the true Chriftian ^aith which he had received 'front 
him, with the fame Care as he would defend his Em* 
pire$ (hewing him. That the Do&rine of the Arjar£ 
was dire&ly contrary to the Dodt'rine of Christ* and 
hi* Holy Apolilcs, and that the Opinion of the Or-* 
thodox Clergy was moft agreeable thereto. Byt the 
young Prince wa* fo infatuated with the Ertor of hfe 
Mother, that defpifing good Conn fel, and b Aug inflamed 
with Wrath, he furrounded tine Church where Ambrose 
was, with. a great Number of Soldiers, thiaking there* 
with to terrify him. But when he faw the valiant 
Champion of Christ was no Ways affrighted, he feB 
into a Rage* and commanded him to come out 6{ thu 
Temple : To whom Amb r ose a ftfwe red, That * I wiifc 
never willingly do ; neither will l betray the Sh'cepfohk 
of niy Sheep to* the Wolves,' nor deliver up the Tem- 
ple of Goo to Bkfphemers \ but if youipleafe to take; 
nway my Life, here is my Bread, pierce It either with 
' ’ ' V ; . ' " ’ your 


X. 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



BISHOP OP MIL AH. 23$ 

you t Stoofd or your Spear, which you pleafe $ for I aar 
willing to Artibrace fuch a Death. This refoliitc An* 
ftfer, riiadeth'e Emperor withdraw. ' 

Some Time before this, Theodosius the Great 
Reigning in the Eaft, there happened a great Infur*- 
**ttfon in the City of Thessalonica, which the Ma- 
gift rates endeavoured to appeafe, they were not only 
^dbufed And 1 reproached, but ftoned to Death by the 
fuViobs Multitude. Theodosius having an Account 
•of iij was'extreatftly inoenfod mgainft the Citizens, and 
•fait an ArifAy, who flew fevtn Thoufand of them, 
the Innocent fuffering wjth the Guilty, without ever 
^examining the Fad, or proceeding judicially againft 
them. 

After 'this Theodosius marched into the Weft, a- 
: gain ft the 'Tyrant Maximus, and having obtained a 
MgreAt 'VidOry, he went to -Milan ; as he was about to 
*$ptfcrtlfe Church, Ambrose met him at the Door, and 
thosaddrefted him : 

* *Tis. probable, O Emperor, that you are not lien - 
jftble of the heiaoufnefs of the Murders that were com- 
mitted by your Command ; neither when your Wrath 
was appeafeddid you by Refk&ion weigh the greatnefii 
: of your "Crime. For it may be the grandeur of your 
Imperial Dignity would Uot fufFer you to acknowledge 
. ' your 
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your Sins, ami your Honour blinded yoiu* Reafon : 
Rut you ought to coniider the Weaknefaand Frailty of 
Hum art Nature, an<L to call down your Eyes upon 
your MotheV Earth, from whence you had your Origin 
nal, and to which you ihuft return : Neither Ihould the 
Splcrtddr bf yoilr Purple Robet turn away your 
Thoughts from confiderihg the Frailty of the Bo^y 
which is.lhroucled in them. Reniember that you Rule 
over thofe who are of the fame Nature with you, and 
are therefore your Fellow Servant# : For God the 
Creator of the Uaiverfe is King, and Lord over ajl 
Mankind * how then can you lift up your Ej r es to his 
Temple who is Lord of all ? With what Feet can yo>u 
tread hii Couits ? How dare you lift up thofe Hands 
that are defiled with Blood and Murder ; or with thole 
Hands receive the Holy Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ ; dr put his Blood to your Mouth, which being 
inflamed with Anger* unjuftly compfrandcd the fhedding 
of fo much innocent Blood. Depart therefore, and do 
hot aggravate your former Traafgreffion by adding a 
Dew one thereto. But fubmit to that Bond pf Excom- 
miiuication that thte Lord of all doth from Heaven im- 
pofe upon you which upon your finccre Repentance 
iath fufficient Power to cure the Difeafes of ydur Soul* 
and rcRore the fame to Health. 

The pious Emperor having been religioufiy Educated, 
and being feafiblc of the Authority of God’s Mini- 
fies* 
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fters, and what was proper for King* to do in luclk 
Cafes, returned to his Palace with Sighs and Tears* 
About eight Months after, the Fettival of Curist^ 
Nativity happened, during which Time thb Em^ercJlt 
continued in his Palace full of Remorfe and Sorrow V 
Which Ruffin us the Matter of his Houftiold taking 
Notice of, defired to know the Caufe of his Grief, hfc 
being hi« great Favourite. The Emperor With renewed 
Lamentation, atifwered ; Surely thou doft mock me* 
Ruffinus, or elfe art ignorant of the great Affli&ioft 
and Mifery that I am unden Have not I caufe to bib* 
wail my Calamity, when I confider that the Church 0$ 
God is open to my Servant, yea, to Beggar^ who have 
free Leave to enter and pour out theit Supplications to 
Almighty Coi> ; and that not only that 'Place, blit 
Heaven itfelf is (hut againtt me : For that Saying of 
Our Saviour is ft.il! in my Mind, Whofe Sins you bind 
bn Earth, are bound in Heaven. Rufpinus replied; 
If it pleafe yohr Majefty, I will run to the Bilhop, and 
earueftly and importunately intreat him to free you from, 
this Bond. But I doubt, faid the Emperor, yoU will 
hot be able to prevail with him \ for I know the Sen- 
tence of Ambrose is fo jutt and upright, that he will 
hot violate the Law of Goo for fear of the Imperial 
Power. When Ruffin us could not be fatisfied* 
but engaged that he Would prevail with Am- 
hkoss, the Emperor bid him go before, and that 
Hh he 
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he himfelf, hoping he might fucceed, would folio 
him. 

As foon as Ambrose faw Ruff in us, he thus at- 
tacked him, i Thou feemeft, Rufffnus, to imitate 
the Impudence of Dogs ; for though by thy Perfuafioa 
that Bloody Maflaere was committed ; yet thou hall 
fo ftceled thy Face, as not to be alhamed or grieved 
that in thy Madnefs thou haft committed fuch Outrages 
againft the Image of God. Ruffinus endeavoured by 
all plaufible Excufes to pacify him, acquainting him 
that the Emperor would be prefently there. Ambrose 
being inflamed with an Holy Zeal, replied, « I proteft, 
Ruffinus I will forbid him Entrance into the Church; 
and if he turn his Power into Tyraany, I am willing to 
be (lain by him.’ Upon this Threat, Ruffinus dif- 
patched a Meflenger to the Lmperor to defiie him to 
continue in his Palace; who meeting Theocosius in the 
Market Place, acquainted him with H!s Errand, Yet I 
will go, faid the Emperor, that I may undergo the juft 
Reproofs which are due to me. When he came to the 
Church Door, the Bifhop met him, whom he deftred 
to Abfolve him from the Excommunication. Ambrose 
plainly told him, that his coming thither was Tyranni- 
cal, and that he was an Enemy to God,- and had tram- 
pled his Laws under his Feet. The Emperor anfwered* 
I do not infringe thofe Laws with an obilinate Mind, 
neither do I defire forcibly to enter into the Church ; 

but 
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but do entreat thee to Abfolve me, and to difcover 
to me the Clemency of him who is Lord of all 
Things ; neither oughteft thou to (hut thefe Doors 
again ft me, which he opens to all that truly repent of 
their Sins. ' . 

* What Repentance, fays Ambrose, do you fheyr 
djfter committing fo grievous a Sin ? What Medicines 
Have you applied to your Confcience for fealing fuch 
bloody Wounds i It is thy Part, replied the Emperor, 
to prepare the Medicine, and to apply ; and when tjie 
Wound is cyred ? to remove the fame, and it is my Part 
to follow thy Directions. Becaufe, faid Ambrose, yqu 
gave Way to Anger, and did not temper it with Reafon 
and Confidcration, but palled Sentence with an inflamed 
Mind, I defire you to make a Law, that all Sentences 
pronounced in Anger ftiall be void ; and that in all 
Cafes which concern Death or Confiscation of Gppds, 
thirty Days fhall intervene between the Sentence and 
Execution $ that if there be juft Caufe, the Sentence 
may be revoked : And at the End of thirty Days, the 
Sentence lhall be prefaced to you, that fo laying afide 
all Anger and Prejudice, you may weigh the Caufe witji 
Judgment and Calmnefs, and either confirm it, or make 
it void. The Emperor judged this to be fuch prudent 
Advice, that he embraced it, and prefently commanded 
an EdiCt to be drawn up to that Effect, which he figned 
^ithhisown Hand; which being done, St. Ambrose 

Abfoved 
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^bfolved, him* and the Emperor entering joyfully mto 
the Church, fell pro^iate to the Ground, pronouncing 
^hat,ycrfe of tbePfalm, My. Soul cleavcth to the Duft, 
quieten thou me according to thy. Word : And then 
with many Tears and Teftiroonies of Sorrow and finccre . 
Repentance, he afked Pardon of the Almighty, and 
was aftervterd^ made partaker of the Sacrament of the 
ford’s Supper. 

Upon a Time, a Witch feat an Evil Spirit to deftrey 
Ambrose, but they returned and told her, That God 
hedged, him in* as he did his Servant Job. Another 
Time, one canje to His Bed Side with a Sword drawn, 
deigning to havq killed him ; but he coul^not. ftir his 
Jiand, till upon hia. Repentance and aflang him For- 
jrivenefs for, this wicked Attempt, he was by the Prayer, 
of St. A mbrose reftored td the life of it again. When 
Ei^genius. was^ Emperor, Flan i anus the Prafrift. 
d^fired I^eave of him to build the Altar of Vi&Ory kt 
Milan which St. Aeb rose; hearing of, he retired 
f^om thence to BoNbNtA ; But a while after, Eugen$- 
Cr^ and Flavi anu s going to War againft Th eodosius, 
he, returned again toMiLAN, a. Stable forHorfes : Bat. 
the Divine Providence presented them* for Eugenios , 
^asjQain by his own Sobers, afnd Theodor us got the 
Vi&ory* 
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Ambits* wa,s very AbH.epJous, frequent in 
Watching and Prayer, diligent iu. Writing, never 
Dining but oq the Lord’s-Day. He was very Coura- 
geous in Defence of the Truth; and merciful to the 
Poor and Captives : He would weep when he heard of 
the Death of any pious Pallor* When he was upon bis 
Denth-bed, he appointed Simplicianus, f good Old 
Man to fuccee^ him ? and continued Inllant in Prayer 
to ^he lgft Monftent. He departed this Life tbv Third 
Year pf the Emperor Theodosius, in the Year of 
Christ 327. He ttfed to fay. When Gold is offered 
thee, thou doll not reply, I will come again To-morrow 
and receive it* but art glad of prefen t Pofleflion : But 
* the Salvation be freely offered for our Souls, yet few 
Men haften, but moll delay, to partake of it. Again, 
It is little to be regarded how much thou givell, but 
with what Mind* It is not Liberality when tliou takeft 
from one by Opprdliort, and beftqweft it upon another- 
Again, A clear Confcienqe ought not to be concerned 
at any Slanders and Reproaches that are call upon 
him ; nor to Think that they have more Power to 
condemn than his own Confidence hath to Juftify him. 
Again, To die for the^true Faith, is the burial of aU 
Vices and Faults, and the final Mortihcation of all 
our Members, whereby the filthy Streams of Sin 
are dried up in an Inllant. It is a voluntary Sacri- 
ficing of the whole Man, Soul and Body to the Lord 5 
the greatell and highell Service we can do him upon 
' Earth. 
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Earth. I have no more tq remark concerning thia 
excellent Perfon, than to add the Charafter given of 
him by a Pen that could not err, he was a good man* 
full of faith, and of the Holy Ghoft. 


******* 

**** 
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The LIFE of St- CHRYSOSTOM, Bilhop of 
Constantinople* With God’s Judgment upon the 
Bifhop of Chalcedon his Adversary. 



J OHN CHRYSOSTOM was born in Antioch, a 
City of C^losyria; he was defcended of the No- 
ble Race of Senators. He defigned at fir ft to apply 
himfelf t# the Study and Practice of the Politics, but 

when 
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when Kc perceived what ati unrighteous Life they led, 
lie declined that troublcfome and danget*ous Courfe, and 
betook himfelf to a more retired Condition; arid change 
ing his Habit and Conversation, addi&cd himfelf 
wholly to the Study of the Sacred Scriptures, and how 
he might be moft ufeful to the Church of God ; per* 
fjading Theodorus and Maximus, hii Fellow Stu- 
dents in the School of LiBANiui^to renounce that 
Em ployrtient which was wholly fet upon Gain and filthy 
Lucre-, and to Follow his Example, and be contented 
toitlva little* He wag aw Aifociate of Sj. Basu, and 
was made Caicchift and Reader of tjie Church of An- 
tioch^ by the Bifhop of Jerusalem, and afterwards 
Pre/by ter of that Church by EvgGRtus, who was 
Bifhpp thereof. 

He was very Temperate and Auftert in lug Life* 
kqd rather Severe than Courteous iq his Deportm'ent ; 
he disregarded the Things of this World, and by Rea- 
fon of his plain and fittcere Meaning was often deceived. 

. He was very Copious in hi 6 Difcqurfe, and painful and 
diligent in his Miniftry, endeavouring to reform the 
Lives and Mariners of his Auditors, grid had; ad OSCel- 
lcnt Faculty in perfuading, above aR the Men of that 
Age. He was frequent arid earn eft hi^reproving o i 
Bin, and privately Dealt with fuch as were N ^candalous 
With fo much Fervour, as. if he himfelf* as wojl as the 
Almighty, had been wronged and dishonoured by 

them. 
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tlient. Hereby he* be'ckme acceptable among the coin-' 
mod People, but was maligned by the Great and Rich," 
who ufiially ttike more Liberty in breaking the Laws of 
God. However the Fame of his Learning fpread over* 
all the Roman Empire; fo that the Bilhoprick of 
Con stan t 1 n or lte being void, lie was Thought moil 
Worthy to fucceed therein, being unanimoufly efeftei‘ 
both by tht Clergy and People, the Emperor Theo-' 
OOsiUs himfelf llkewife approving their Choice i and 
lending Meflengers to bring him thither. 

In the mean Time, the Emperor convocated a Sy- 
nod, that thereby his Ordination to the Bilhoprick 
might be confirmed. Asterius, the Fraefed of the 
East, having received the Emperor’s Letters, fent to 
Antioch to Chrysostom, as if he meant to confer 
with him, aiid upon his coming, took him up into hc» 
Coach, and carrying him to Ficaga, delivered him to? 
the Emperor’s Meflengers; ufmg this Privacy to pre- 
vent ahy Sedition among the Antiochians, who he 
knew would nbwtr have fufftred him but by Force to 
have been taken from them. When he came to Con-* 
stanTinople, he was ordained and fealed id that Dio- 
ccfs, and then made it his firft Bufinefs to infped into 
the Lives and Con vcrfations of his Clergy, correding 
and reproving fome, and calling others that were Rc- 
fractory and Scandalous, out of the Church. By kii 
Government and Minillry he, by Gop’s BlelFng, con- 
n I i verted 
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verted many Pagans to Ciiriftianity, and reduced feveral 
Heretlcks from their Errors; and at length he grew fo 
popular, and fuch Multitudes reforted to hear his Ser- 
mons, that they were ready to flifle one another. 

About this Time St. Chrysostom, was informed* 
that the Churches in, Asia were generally governed by 
Unworthy Bifhops, who either for Affe&ion or bribes 
preferred unfit Perfons to theMimfhy; whereupon he 
went to Ephesus, and after he had thoroughly examin- 
ed the Matter, he depofed thirteen Bilhops, confti- 
tuting Perfona bf more Honefty and Ability in their 
Rooms. This Proceeding occafioned the deprived 
Prelates and their Adherents to raife many Slanders 
againll him, accufing him as a Violater of the Laws of 
their Country, and flicred up Eutropius, an Eunuch 
belonging to the Emperor, and his great Favourite, 
and efteemed as his Father, who was alfo one of the 
Confols of the City, againft him. This Eutropius 
- procured a Law to be ena&ed, That Malefa&ors taking 
Sanduary in the Church, fhould be drawn from thence, 
fcnd punilhed according to their Demerits; foon after 
be fiimfelf was accufed for fome Abufc to the Emprefs, 
whereupon he fled to the Church and lay under the 
Communion Table. Chrysostom being to Preach 
next Day, took OcCafion to reprove the Pride and In- 
folence of great Men, and to infill upon the Vanity 
and Uncertainty of all wordly Pomp and Glory. And 

sr 
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? wh 3 e after Eotromus was dragged ont of the Church 
purfuant to his own Law, and beheaded. 

The Arians about this Time being by the Emperor 
removed out of all the Churches of Constantinople, 
held their Meeting in the Suburbs in the Night, where 
they compofed certain Ifymn* and Songs in Favonr of 
their own Herefies, and refte&ing upon the Orthodox, 
which they Sung in the Morning about the Streets, ; 
Chrysostom fufpe&ior fbme of his People might be 
deluded by thefe Praft^es, exhorted them to pra&ice 
the like in their own Vindication, whereupon the 
Heretkks being enraged, they fell upon the Ortho- 
dox, fo that fome on both fide* were (lain j which fo 
Jncenfcdthe Emperor, that he forbid all the Aflemblres 
of the Arians; Chrysostom ftill gaining more upon 
the Affe&ions of the People both by his A&ions and 
Bis Preaching. 

Yet many of the Potent and Wealthy Clergy hated 
him ^ for his impartial Reproving of them, , as well 9s 
others, whom he fometimes expofed by Name, e(pe- 
cial!y fueb as abufed their Riches to Pride, Luxury, 
and Incontinency, whom he laboured by all Means to 
reduce to a Virtuous Life. Some of them reproached 
him as a paflionate, implacable, and unfociablc Perfon, 
never inviting any Man to his Table, nor going to any 
Feaft when he was invited ; endeavouring thereby to 
' * aljenatc 
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alienate the Affe&ions of the People from him; though 
the true Reafon of his not being prefent at any pu.blic 
Entertainment, was becaufe of his great Temperance 
• and hard Studies, whereby he contracted Rheums, the 
, Jfeach-ach, and other Diftemperi. 

There now arofe a great Contention amongfl jhe 
plonks of Egyft, fpme of the more Ignorant and Il- 
literate, after ting, That God had a Body like a Man, 
Theophilus, Biihop of Alexandria, was of this 
^Opinion, and difcountenancing thofe that oppofed it, 
ihey went lo Constantinople to complain of him to 
the Emperor and to Chrysostom. John received 
them courteoufly, and admitted them to the Prayet 8 
pf the Church, but not to the Sacrament till their 
Caufe was heard before the Emperor ; but it being 
reported, that he had admitted them, THEOPHibus 
was extremely offended, and contrived how to put l)iip 
out of his Bifhoprick ; and engaging Epiphanius, 
Jftifliop- of Salamine, in Cypras, ( x a Man famous for 
Jiis Life apd Learning) by flattering Letters to join 
with him, they prevailed with the Emperor to Summon 
p great Council of Bifliops to meet at Constantino- 
ple. JJpip han i us approaching near the City, Chry- 
sostom and all his Clergy went with all refpeCt t q 
pieet him : but he foon perceived that the Calumnies 
railed agaipft him had made a deep Impreffion upon 
£fi?haniv$j refufing tp pome to his Jioufe, or to 
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. h avp qny Socfety with him, or Commuijicate with 
hi pi in the Church* .uiildfs he w f ouI/} condemn tJ)eIjQa|ti 
pf Orjgen, and 9H0 of D;ps<;pjivs ? \apd t^e J$opJt g 
his Companions, for holding the i$n?£ (Qpipipps con- 
tained in thofe Books. 

Two Days after.T^piptf A'NETJS, dgggned to go into 
the Church, tb in (til into the People m ill Opinion of 
him, which Chrysostom haying notice of, he fent Sy- 
rapion, one of his prefbyte’vp, to proteil tp hh»,. -that 
what he wa^ going about was nnjpft,. and liiewlfe ua- 
fj|fe fordiim, left be fliould mife a Tumult, aml fufficr 
ns the Apthor of if ; which warning made him defift 
froip his purpnfq - ^ 

4 t this Tiqe a ypung Son of t]}$ Emperor’s fell 
lick, whereupon the Emprefs lent to Epiphan*u$ to 
come and pray for him, who replied,- * That the 
Child Ihould live and dp well* if flic .would foriake 
Dioscorus, and his Heretical A^PCiates.’ * Nay/ 
feud the Emprefs, « I yvillfeave my Child to the Hands 
of Gop. Let him dd with frim what he pleafeth ; he 
gave him me, ^4 h<e may T?he him away- But for 
thy Part, if thou cap$ rpife the De§d, why didlt thpa 
fuffer thy Archdeacon CRrspio.N to dje, who *r? s fo 
dear tp:thee? ; Slwlly after Epiphanies 4? Pitting for 
Cyprus a^d as he.went tp Jake Shipping, he feid» 
* John, I hope thou w*k ja$ygj* die a Bilbop ; whp re- 

pliedy 
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jpltcd, 1 1 hope thou wilt never come alive Into thy 
own Country.* Both which came topafs, Epifhaniu* 
dying by the way on Shipboard, Chrysostom being* 
depofed and banrfbed. 

< 

For after th^ Departure of Eptfkani us, TuroPHi- 
j»tj s came to Constantinople, hut none of the City 
went to meet and entertain* whereupon he went to 
Queecus, a Suburb of Chalceoox, and afTcmbKng a 
Council, they again condemned Origin’s Books, and 
Summoned John to appear before them, and anfwer 
what was charged againft him ; who refufed to go till 
he might ftrft know. his Accufcrs, and the Crimes ob- 
jefled agaiuft him before a free Council, faying, * I 
am not fo much a Fool as to appear before fueh Bifhop^ 
as are my profefled Enemies and to allow them to be 
my Judges..] Mofl of the Bifhops were ijieenfed at, his 
Anfwer, only Demetrius and feme few other that 
favoured Chrysostom, departed out of the Council* 
Whereupon the reft caufed John to b< called four 
Times, and becaufe he did not appear, but appealed 
to a general Council, they depofed him* the Tidings 
^hereof being brought to Constantinople, the whole 
C>ty was in an Uproar, and they guarded his, Houfc 
^11 Night, left he fhould be carried out of the ; City, 
crying out, that he fhould have been heard- before a 
fall and free Synod. But tlie Emperor ordering him 
to be fenj into Banifhment, the third Day after I 113 

De, 
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Depofition, he fecretly forrendered himfclf into hi* 
Adverfaries Hands, and was conveyed away; this be- 
ing known, occafioned a Mutiny, and many that be*' 
fore hated him, now pitied his Condition, affirming, 
that he was Falfely accnfed, and Treacherotifly dealt 
with, and exclaimed againfl the Emperor, and the 
Council, but moll of all againfl Theqpjhlus* whom 
they were fatisfied was the Author of all this Mil* 
chief. 

Hereupon the Emperor caufed Chrysostom to be 
lent for again with all Speed by an Eunuch belonging 
to the Emprefs, who found him at Prenehtum, a 
Mart Towu over againfl Nicomrdia, and brought him 
back toward Constantinople. However he refolved 
not to filter the City till his Inuocency was cleared* 
and he was acquitted by the Sentence of the Judges, 
and thereupon flayed in the Suburb called Mariana ; 
whereupon the People fell to Reproaching the Magi- 
Urates, and neceffitated him to returndiome. At his 
coming into the City great Multitudes met him, 
brought him to the Church with great RefpeH, re- 
quelling him to continue their Bifhop, and to be In- 
Rant in Prayer for the Peace and profperous Eiiate of 
the-Cbthxh of God* 

After this a Silver Statute of the Emprefs Eudoxia* 
was creeled upon a Marble Pillar near the Church 

called 
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calKtl<Wisi>bto, dnd Plays arid Shews were celebrated 
the farhfe Time; which Chrysostom judged to be. 
very fcdndalous and difliondurable to the Chriftian Re- 
ligion; 2nd according to his ufual Audacity arid Li-, 
fc^rty of Speech; he fharply reproved the Authors and 
Abettor* of fuch Vanities The Emprefs fuppofing 
thht this was done in Contempt of her, Hie caufed 
another Go uncil to bt called together again il him; of 
which John being informed he in his next Sermon ufed 
this Expreffion, * Herodius rageth afrefh, Stoma- 
cheth ariew, danteth a^airi, afid ffceketh the Head of 
John in a Flatter;* This more outraged the Emprefs' 
agairift Hfrii. And the Birfiops being met together ia 
Council, they called the late Profecutions of Chry- 
SOSToM tb accufe him again, he only defiring that 
theft Acciifations might be irripaftially examined. lii' 
the' ttCan Time the Emperor fimt him Word, that he' 
would nor cottirriunicate with him till he had cleared' 
fcimfelf frbrri what was laid tb his Charge. But the 
Accufers,' being- fthtek with Shame, could prove no- 
thing agairift him. So that the BilHop's prefen t de- 
clared,' that they ought not to examine ariy other' 
Oferice, but only whether after his Depbfitioris he had 
not affrimed liis Bifhdpnck again without the Admiffion 
of a C ounfel, to which he anfwered, ibfct he had the. 
confent of fifty Biihops who communicated with him ; 
li'feWtff jus, Bifhop of AncyiCa, inf Galatia relied, 
tfcat" there were more Biihopa againft him. John 

afierted. 



Digitized by Google 



Bishop qf coNStANTiNQPtB. i$$ 

, aflerfed, That the C*agn Which enjoyed thi^ did hat 
* belong: to the Church, being made by the Arjans of 
Antioch, again ft: Athanasius* But they over- 
« ruling his Pica, pafied Sentence again# him, not 
confidering that they which were the Authors of 
this Canon, were aHo die Depofera of St. ATHA- 
NASIUS. 

The Emperor hereupon f$u£ Chrysostom word # 
that he ftad no Authority to go into the Church; f» 
he continued io his Houfe till h* was by the Emperor^ 
Command carried the fecond Time into Exile. But 
the Almighty did not fuffer thofc wicked proceedings 
to go long unpumihed ; for Py&ints, Bilhop of Chal- 
cedon, who had railed at him, and abufed him, had a 
Sore broke forth in his Leg, fo that he was forced to 
fhave it fawed off; yet the Malady removed from thence 
into the ^tber Leg, which he was compelled to have 
cut off kkewife. . And pre&ntly after fuch a dreadful 
Hail fell upon the City of Const antimopue as was 
never before known ; and in fbme Days after that the 
'Emprefa EudoXia died ; who was a great Enemy to 
him, becaufe he boldly reproved her for her Faults, 
-telling her once, that for her Covctuoufnefs (he might 
be reckoned a fecond Je-zabsl, the thereupon fent 
.him a threatening Mefiage, to which he returned An*- 
•fWer, &o tell her, mlmfi peceatum UHeo> Iftarqotbing; 
but Bin* Vet whea fte,> by confederating with ■ fbrae 
K k others 
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others of his ^Enemies* had produced hil Baiifhment 
into Hiercw* as he went out of Const an+inUple, he 
faid* *■ None of thefe Things trouble me ; for I faid 
withhi myfelf, If the Emprefa will* let her ftaniih me* 
the Earth is the Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof. If 
(he will, let her faw itoe afunder* Isaiah fuffered the 
fame, If (he will* let her caft me into the Sea* Twill 
remember Jonah. If (he will, let her throw me into 
h burning fiery Furtiace* of amoiigtt Lions, the three 
Children and -DanIel Wert fo dealt With. IF (he will* 
Jet her Stonfc me, or cilt off m^ Head, I have St. Ste- 
phen and jortN the Baptift. my blefled Companions. If 
(he will, let her take away my Eftate naked came I 
came out of the Womb* and naked (hall I return thl" 
iher again. * 

His laft Baniihment waS to Cucusua in Armenia* 
divers Pallors that adhered to him being imprifoned at 
Chalcedon at the fame Time* and his Favourites at 
Constantinople were fought out by his Enemies* 
“whdm they dragged to Prifon, and would have forced 
to Curie him While he was an Exile, he grew very 
Fambus; for having great Sums fenthim by his Friendi* 
he employed the Money in Redeeming Captives, aqd 
Relieving the Pbdr ; and man f reforting to hear hk 
Sermons* his Enemies procured an Order from the 
Emperor to curry him away into fome remoter Pants* 
fiat growing Weak by Way, and unable toenduti 

th€' 
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^ke Seorching of >$he : §uir hi, thdfe hot Countries, he 
there; qqded his Earthy Pilgrimage, to receive a Crpwq 
q£ Glory in H^aven^ 

S$. Chrysostom lya^a Difciple to ^uslebiv 9, am} 
$ad an ( admirable Wit in compofing his public Difi 
.^ourfes* He was beloved and reverenced by all goo<} 
Men; fo that one Time when he was like to be filencedj 
the people cried out, * We had better want the Light 
of the Sun, than the preaching of Chrysostom. So^ 
jhronius ^ftifie§, that he nev^r uttered a Lie, never 
juried any one, npr uttered ujty frivolous Speech, no$ 
^rould Admit of any yaii^ Sports and Paftimes. Hif 
§tyle was neither too Lofty 'nor too Mean, but fitted 
to the Capacity of hi$ fearers; Holinefs and Learning 
ihined in all his Works, He fludied not to pleafe the 
Gars but to affe& the Hearts of his Auditors, whoi^ 
he, uf^d to telh that they. we*e> not only, to hear #% but 
to Exercife themfelves in prattling Piety* indTearch^ 
ing the Scriptures to avoid Idlenefs. He contemned 
Jtiche*, and abhoryed Vice, and uffd many pleafyig 
Similitudes, 

Theodor e,t, calls him, V the ejminenteft Light i$ ; 
the .whole World.’ By Authority f$om the EmperO^ 
he procured all the Idols and their^emply in Ph Ve- 
nice, to^ be thrown down and derooli{hed, and re-, 
formed all the Churches in Asia, ilirringup the fevera\ 

Miiiiflers 
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Miniders to the ^raAicc of Godliads. He font diicr^ 
Pallors and Deacons Into ScyrifiA, which was over* 
run by the Arian Herefy, reducing many ’ thereby 
the Orthodox Faith; and difpatched fome Miniders to 
the ScythiAn Pomade 5, by the River Isther, to 
bring them the glad Tidings of the Gofpel, who feemed 
to third after the Knowledge of Christ. And where- 
as pqe Gai^us, a great Man in Scythia, of a proud 
daring Spirit, importuned the Emperor to have a 
Church fpr himfelf apd Followers, being Arias s, and 
the Emperor telling Chrysostom that be durft not 
ieny him, he defired tp fpeak with him, and in the 
Emperor’s Prefence fo daunted the haughty Tyrant 
with his ftout and refolute Speeches, that he made him 
decline his Requeft, and return without it. Yea, he 
afterwards fo prevailed with Gain as, that upon hi^ 
invading the Empire, he brought him not only to make 
Peace with the Emperor Ar cadi us, but tb let the 
Prifoners free. ✓ 

He ufed to fay, That as a great Slower of Rai^ 
extinguifheth the Force of Fire; fo Meditation on 
Qod’s Word p uts out the Fire of Lud in the Soul. 
Again, As a Boat over-loaded Sinks, fo much Wealth 
drowns Men in Perdition. Again, A Buiwark of 
Adamant Is not more Impregnable than the Love of 
J^rethren. Again, As a Rock, ' though Winds and 
Waves beat againd it, is immovable, fo Faith ground- 
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ed on tlie Rock Christ, holds out in all Temptation* 
and Spiritual" Combats. 'LaltTy, The Devils Hrfl Af- 
fault is yiolent; reiift that, and his fecond will bo 
weaker* And that being overcome, Satan proves a 
toward. St. ChrysostOm died in the Year of 
(Christ 400. 




***** tf 
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The L I F. Jjl of St, CLEMENS, of 
Alexandria. 



T ITUS FLAVIUS CLEMENS was, probably, 
born at Athene. For when Epiphanius tells 
Us, that feme affirmed him to be an Alexandrian, 
others an Athenian, he might well he both ; the one 
being the Place of h is Nativity, as the other was of 

f • ' “ • hjS 
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kii cooftaAt Refidence * awd 'Employment. N*r tail t 
imagine ariy othet Account, upon which the ^vtte of 
At rent an fholiltl be given to him; And th<e Con- 1 * 
je&ure is farther countenanced from the courfe and 
,progrcfs of his Studies, the Foundations whereof were 
laid in Greece, improved in the Ea£t, afed perfc&ed 
jo EcVat. And indeed his incomparable Abilities in 
all Parts of Science render it a littk more Probable* 
that his early Years commenced in that great School 
Arts and Learning But he (laid not here, his infa- 
tiable Third after Knowledge made him Traverfe alruoft 
all Parts of the World* and converfc with the Learned 
of all Nations* that he might furnidi himfelf with th£ 
Knowledge of whatever was ufeful and excellent, efpe- 
cially a thorough Actpiaint&nc* with the Myfteties of 
the Chriftian Dodtrfrie. He tells us -of thofe lively 
and powerful Difcoutfes, which he had the tiappinefs 
to heat* frotai LlefTed and truly worthy, and memorable 
Perfons, who preferving that finceteaiid excellent Doc- 
trine, which like .Children from the Hands of theif 
Parents, they had immediately received from Peter, 
James, John, and Paul, the Holy Apoftlea, were by 
God’s Bieffitig come down to his Time, fowing thofe 
ancient and Apoftolic Seeds of Truth* A 'PafTage* 
which t doubt not Eusebius intended* when, he faya» 
that Clemens fpeaking concerning himfelf in the drit 
Book of his Stromata, affirms himfelf to have beat 
df the nett Socceffioft to the Apoflies* 

. Of 
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Of thfcfe venerable Men Jo wbofe Tuijion he com- 
)nittfcd hiirtfelfi \ic binifelf Juts given us forae, though 
obfcure Account. The iiril was Ionic us, a rCofito- 
Syrjan, whon* he heard in Greece, and whom £a. 
aon i us Cofcjr&ures to have been Caius, or Diony- 
sius, Bifhop of Corinth; a fecond an Egyptian, 
Under vyhafe Difcipline he was, in s that Part, of It a lit 
called Magna GrjEcu, and fince Calabria; hence 
lie travelled into the Eaft, where the firfl of his Mahers 
was; an Assyrian, fuppofed by fome to have been 
BarDesafes, and by others Tatian, the Scholar a£ 
JrsTiN Martyr; the next originally a Jew, of a 
very ancient Stock, whom he heard in Palestine, 
wIioui Baronius will have to have been TheofhiLus^ 
Bishop of Caesarea, ^though for his Hebrew Defcent 
there be no Evidence among the Ancients) others 
inore probably TheoOot vs, whence the exeerpta out 
of his Hypotypofes lli)l extant, are (tiled, « The 
Epitome of Th tooer us his Oriental Do&rne/ tliat is* 
♦he Do&rine which, he learnt from Theoootus in the 
JSaft. The laft of the Mailers whom he met with, 
was one whom he inqui ft lively fought out, and fount 
in iEcvpr, and in whole Inftitution he fully acquiefced 
and Sought no further. This Pei fon is 4 generally Tup** 
pofed to have been Pantanus, whom CleMfns dfe- 
Where £xprefdy affirms to have been his Matter, and 
whom iii the fore -mentioned Epitome lie Stiles odr 

Pa XT.VNUt, • . • - - 

' > • . But 
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■ But ityjugk he jput lyjnfejf under the Pifcifdjne ?f 
fo polity fever;al Matter^ yet was it not out of any 
ya*n 4*fipltory Lightnefs, or phantailic C uriofitjr, but 
Iq jpak« JR..efea.rchca after t^e Truth with an honeft and 
He loved what was Manly and 
(Jkenerpus, wherever he m£t it ; and therefore tells us, 
bf did pot jSp^ply approve all pifilofopfiy, but that of 
which Socilatbb iu Plato fpeaXs., copcerniug their 
vtyftpwv s Rite*. }ptip>£tipg, as he E^preffes it iip 
th? Style of the Scripture, * That piapy are palled, 
b$t few Llc&/ op* who m^e the rigjit Choice. And 
C^jrh (fdd$ Socrates) and fuch caly, hi my Opi- 
p&>n, are tbofe who Erpbracc the true Philofophy. Of 
wWch vSptf ffeyo CtEiiE^^ through any whole Life 
| have to p>y £qw«T approved myfelf, defiring and 
end^Ff)i|rix|g by 4) M?3n? to become one of that 
3^i#nber. For fbis Purpofe he never tied himfelf to 
nay p*yticul#r XBilitptiop of Philofophy, but took up 
M} ^he £le£t/ye §e&, who obliged npt thcmfelves to 
|.hp fft&ptei and Sentiments of pny one Philosopher^ 
but freely mad. e Choice p£ the mo^.excefient Principle* 

<rf.*L 

Thi$Sc& fa* tfie Philosophic HifUrian informs US) » 
was h^gun by Potamon, an Aleiai/drian too, who 
iput of every Se$t of Philofophy feletttd,what be 
judged beft. He gave himfelf Liberty impartially to 
in^qire intp the Nature of Things, a^d whg£ wjw the 
LI trufe 
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true' Standard and Meafure of Truth ; he confiderod 
that no Man know* every Thing,, that fome Things 
are obvious to one, that are ©verfeen or ncgle&ed bj 
another, that there are wholefome Herbs and Flowers 
in every Field, and that if the Thing be well (aid* 
nis no Matter who fay* it ; that Reafon la, to be fub- 
to, before Authority, and though a fair Re- 
gard be due to the Opinions and Principles of our 
Friends, yet that it is ( as Avistotxf himfelf Con- 
felTes) more Pious and Reasonable to honour and efLeem 
•the Truth. And thus he picked up a Syftetn ef noble 
Priaciph's, like fo many Flowers out of feveral Car- 
dens, profcSing this to be the great End of all hia 
Ilifqujiklons, a Eifc perfe&ed according to all the 
Rules ©f Virtue. Of this incomparable Order was our 
D’micFliilofoplier. I efpoufed not ((ays he) this or 
that PLUofophy, not the Stoic, nor the Platonic, not 
the Epicurean* or that of Ariftotle, but whatever any 
of thefe Se&s had laid, that was fit and juft, that 
taught RighteotifneCs with a Divine and Religious 
Knowledge, aR tliat beingTileflod, I call Phllolbphy. 
Though it cannot fee denied, but that of any Se&, he 
came neareft to the Stoics, as appears from his Dif- 
c^urfiag by Paradoxes, at*l fc« affeQied Novelty of 
Wundi, ,iwo Things peculiar bo the Men of that Way, 
as a very learned and ingenious Perfoa has obferved. 
A&d l doubt »ot' but he was more peculiarly difpofed 
tour m&s ibis Sed by the Iiiftru&ions of his Mailer Pau- 

TAMO% 
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t^kuSj fo great andproftffed an Admirer of the Stoi- 
cal Philofopby. 

Pakt/enus being Dead, he focceeded him in the 
Catcchetic School at Alexandria, though queftion- 
lefs he Taught in it long before that, and probably 
during Pant anus's Abfence in India, fupplying his 
place till his Return, and fucceeding in it after his 
Death, for that he was Pantan us's Suqceflor, the 
Ancients are all agreed. Here he Taught with great 
Induftry and Fidelity, and with no left Succeft, fome 
of the moft eminent Men of thofe Times, O eigen, 
Alexander, Biihop of Hierv salem, and others 
being bred under him. And now (as he himfelf Con- 
fers) he found his Pliilofophy and Gentile Learning 
very ufefid to him, for as the Hufhandman Hrd Waters 
the Soil, and then cads in the Seed, fothc Notions bq 
derived out of the Writings of the Gentile^ fervcd? 
firil to water and foften the jgrofa and t erred rial Part* 
of the Soul, that the fpirttual Seed might -be thW 
better eaft in, and take Arital Root in the -Minds of 
Men. 

Befides the Office of a Catechift, he was made Pref- 
byter of the Church of Alexandria, and that at leak' 
about the beginning of Severus's Reign.; for under 
that Capacity JEusebius takes Notice of him. Abopfc. 
which Time prompted by his own Zeal, and obliged 

by 
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the Iniquity pf Che Tim^s, he fet fcimleTf to vitfdU 
cate the Caufe of Chriftianity, both againft &eatKen» 
aad Heretic*, which he has done at large with lingtiUr 
learning and Dexterity in his Book called Stromata* 
putXdhed about this Time; for Drawing down a Cbra- 
halbgicrfl Account of Things, he Ends hit Compila- 
tion in the Death of the Emperor Com modus. Whence 
f tis Evident, as Eusebius obferVes, that He compiled 
that Volume in tfc* Reign of SevIrus that fqdcqeded 
fum. 

• *FH^ Pcfftt'utKon 8*ii arar rsg*d in aft t*ro- 

♦irices of (He Entire* and particularly at Alexandria, 
Which made ftfefty of the £hriftiafts for thd prefent: 
Wilhrig to retire, and Ctintut probably aihong th'6 
Reft) whofch We therefort find particularly Difcdmfing 
ffhe Lawf td nefa of withdrawing in a T^iihc of Perfect 
taoiit that thbdgh We may ’hot CoWardly decline £ 
Dinger or Death, When ’tit necefiary for the' Sake of 
Religion, yit in other Gafcfc we ire to follow the Din 
rt&y>n of ©hr Saviour* \ When they Perfecute y 6rt iw 
pneCity, fife ye into, another ; aqd not to obey in fbblf 
p Cafe, i^to be Bold a^d Rafh, and unwarrantably to, 
precipitate ourselves into Danger ; that if it be a great 
Sin againfl; God to defiroy ^ Man,, who if bis Imag£, 
th*t Man makes hlmfelf Guilty of the (^ixhe, who. offei^ 
Kimfelf to the public Tribunal; and little better doei 
Jic,, that when lie may, declines" ndt tie t^rfeculion* 

but 
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But raTKIy £xpbfes hifafelf to Be apprehended, £h£?efefr 
£6 fits Power confplrihg with tfiC WickednCls of 
per&ctitors, Arid if fiiffheV, if irritate and Prdtfbfefc 
them, he is hnqueft ion ably the Caufe of ^his o wfc ftifift, 
like a Wan that needlefsly Rousts si fid £htage$ a Wild 
jeaft to fall upon him-, 

And HH Op^otttmfty, I dflnbt fi«V£, he tbdi t6 
Vtfit tlie Eastern Parts, #her£ fit had Srtnited 
younger £)Rj£. We find hirii abtfot fhrs Tinftf dt jffiV* 
EVsALti* 'tffth AiilANDEK, Ihdrtiy after Kfhri£ dfc 
thai Placid, between itfhoift thert fCems to li#v£ becii ii 
|>ecuTiar Intimacy, infoiftuch that $t. CtlifaENS dedi- 
cated his Book to him, tailed The EcCh.fi a ftical Cstrvdfi^ 
i>r agai'nft them that JudaiYfe. tiiS Stay hefcC 

he preached conllantly, and declined ho Pains Ctfeii i4 
that evil Tin\e, and with what Succtft, tyd tddf fdd if 
a piece of a Letter written by Alexander, then »u 
Pnfon, and fent t>y our St, Clemen^ to Antioch* 
which we fiere infert, Alexander, a Servant of tioDj 
and a Pnfouer of Jesus Christ, to the blefled Churcli 
Rt Antioch, in the Lord greeting. Our Lord hafc 
made ihy Bonds in this trime of my Im^rjfoniheat 
JTgfit 3fiS cafy to me, while I understood that Ascxt- 
pi adfs, a Perfon admirably qualified by his EftiricftC^ 

S the Paith, was by the divine Fro vide nfce becbrfcC 
ifhopbf your Holy Church of Antioch. OohcWii^ 
t$e f? Letters, worthy Brethren, I have &nt you by 
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Ciemeks, the blefied Prefbyter, a Man virtuous and 
approved, whom ye both do, and fliall yet father 
know ; Who having been here with os according to 
the good Will and Providence of Goo, has greatly 
cftablifhed and increafed the Church of Christ. By 
which EpiUle we may by the Way remark the Error 
of Eusebius, who places Asclepiades his coming'* 
to the See of Antioch in the firft Year of Caracalla, 
Aoo . CCXIL whereas we fee it was while Alexak- 
Ma was. yet in Prifbn under Sever us, which hehimr 
felf makes Ann. CCV. From Jerusalem then Cle- 
sieks when to Antioch, where wc cannot qtteftroa 
but he took the fame pains, and laboured with the 
fame Zeal and Induftry. After which he returned, to 
A^xandria, and the Difchaige of his Office, where 
bow long he continued, or by what Death he died. 
Antiquity is filent. 

To commend this excellent Man after the great 
Things fpoken of him by the Ancients, were to hold 
a Candle to the Sun. Let us hear the Chara&er which 
feme of them give of him. f The Holy and the BLefTed 
Clemens, a Man very virtuous and approved, as wC 
have feen Alexander Bilhop of Jerusalem, who 
knew him bed, teftifying of him. Indeed his Zeal 
and Piety, Modefty and Humility, could not: but en- 
dear him unto all. A Man admirably Learned an^ 
'Skilful; and that parched to the very Bottom of all 
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the JLearaiag of Ac CjccVi with tkrtt^Exa^nefg that 
pcdbaps fevr before List ever attained to u Wxtnefjg 

tk nanny Boob that he wrote, bath from the Holy 
Soreptones and feraalar Learning, wherein there h no- 
thing imkamod, nothing tfet k not fetched out ofthc 
nery Center and Botvek of Fhiiufophy. 
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the Apoftle, vrbo mat fkootd to Death By tBc - 
Jews. 



T H E proper, and (If I may fo teim it) original 
Name of thisApoiUe (for with that Title St. 
JLyjcB* and after him the Ancients condantly honour 
khn) *as Joses, by a fofter Termination familiar with 

the 
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the Greeks for Joseph, and fo the King's, and feveral 
other Manufcript Copies read it. It was the Name 
given him at his Circumcifion, in Honour no doubt of 
Joseph, one of the greateft Patriarchs of their Nation, 
to which after his embracing Chriftianity, the Apoftles 
added that of Barnabas; Joses, who by the Apoftles 
was firn amed Barnabas, cither implying him a Son of 
Prophesie, eminent for his prophetic Gifts and En- 
dowments, or denoting him (what was a peculiar Part 
of the Prophets Office) a Son of Confolation, for his 
admirable Dexterity in eafing troubled Minds, and 
leading them on by the moft. mild and gentle Methods 
of Perfuafion : Though I rather conceive him fo ftiled 
for his generous Charity in refreftiing the Bowels of the 
Saints ; efpecially fince the Name feems to have been 
impofed upon him upon that Occafion. He was born 
in Cyprus, a noted Ifland in the Mediterranean 
Sea, lying between Cilicia, Syria, and Egypt; a 
large and fertile Country, the Theatre anciently of np 
lefs than nine feveral Kingdoms, fo fruitful and richly 
furni filed with all Tilings that can minillcr either to the 
Neceffity or Pleafure of Man’s Life, that it was of old 
called Mac aria, or The Happy ; and the Hiftoriaa 
' reports, that Portius Cato having conquered this 
Ifland, brought hence, greater Treafures into the Ex- 
chequer at Rome, than had been done in any other 
Triumph* But in nothing was it more happy, or upon 
any Account more memorable jp the Records of the 
1 % Mm Church 
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Church, than tl^at it was the Birth-place of our 
Apoftle, whofe Auceftors in the troublesome Times oT 
Aktiochus, Epiphanes, or in the -Conqueft of Ju- 
paa by Pompev a^d the Rom aj* Army, had He^ over 
hither (as a Place bell fecured from Violence and ; Inva- 
lion) and fettled here. 

He was defeended of the Tribe of Levi, and the 
Line of the Priefthood, which rendered his Gonverfion 
to Chriftianity the more remarkable, all I nterefts eotf- 
currlng to Leaven him with mighty Prejudices againft 
the Chriflian Faith. But the Grace of God delight* 
many Times to exert itfelf agaiuft the ftrongeft Oppo- 
sition, and loves to conquer, where there is the lenft 
probability to overcome. His Parents were rich and 
pious, and finding him a beautiful and hopeful Youth, 
deriving his Intelligence concerning him, aa he tells ts, 
from Clemens of Alexandria, and other ancient 
Writers,, they fent or brought him to Jerusalem, to 
be trained up in the Knowledge of the Law, and to 
that End committed him to the Tutorage of Gamaliel, 
the great Doctor of the Law, and moft famous MafteT 
at that Time in Israel, at whofe Feet lie was brought 
. up together with St. Paul ; which' if fo, might lay an 
early Foundation of that intimate Familiarity that w,as 
afterwards between them. Here he improved ifi 
Learning and, Piety, frequenting the Temple, and de- 
voutly cxercIChg himfelf in Falling and Prayer. * We 

are. 
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arc further told, that being a frequent Spe&ator of our 
Saviour’s Miracles, and among the reft of his curing 
the Paralitic at the Pool of Bethesda, he was foon 
convinced of Lie Divinity, and perfuaded to deliver up 
hjmfelf to his Difclpline and Inftjtutious : And as the 
Nature of true goodnefs is ever communieati\e, he 
prefcntly went and acquainted his Sifter Mart with the 
Notice of the Messiah, who haftened to come to him, 
and importuned him to come Home to her Houfe, where 
opr Lord afterwards (as the Chuich continued to do 
after hisDeeeafe) was wont to,aflemble w ith his Difci- 
pies,,, and that her Son Mark was that young Man w ho 
bore the Pitcher of Water, whom pur Lord com- 
manded the two Difciprea to follow Home, and there 
prepare for the Celebration of the Paffover, 

-But however that was, he doub.tlefs continued with 
opr Lord to the laft, and after his Afcenfipn Hood fair 
to be chofen one of the Twelve, if it be true (what is 
generally taken for granted, though I think without 

Rtafon, Chr^sostoj* I atp fure enters his Diflent) 
that U« is the fame with Joseph called Bars abas, who 
was put Candidate with Matthias for the Apoftolate 
in the Room of Jod^s. However that he was one of 
tbe^ Styfrtiity* Ceem^ns Alexandjunus e^prefsly af* 
firms, a* others d* ^fter him. 

• ' « ‘ . *M. . . 

\ And when the Neceffiftics of the Church daily in* 
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Creafing, required more than ordinary Supplies, he Ac- 
cording to the free and noble Spirit of thofe Times* 
having Lands of good Value, fold them and laid the 
Money at the Apoftles Feet. If it be enquired how a 
Levitc came by Laws and PofTeffions, when the Mofate 
Law allowed them no particular Portions, btft what 
were made by public Provifion, it needs no other An- 
fwer than to fuppofe that this Eltate was his patrimonial 
Inheritance in Cyprus, where the Jewifh Conftitutions 
did not take Place : And furely an Eftate it was oT very 
confiderable Value, and the parting with it a greater 
Charity than ordinary, otherwife the facred Hiftoiian 
would not have made fuch a particular Remark con- 
cerning it. 

The Church being difperfed up and down after St* 
Stephen’s Martyrdom, we have no certain Account 
what became of him, in all probability he fUid with 
the Apoftles at Jerufalem, where we find him not long 
after St.PAVi/s Converftoni Fpr that fierce and a&ive 
Zealot being mrraculoufly taken off in the Height of 
his Rage and Fury, and putting on now the ‘ innocent 
and inoffenfive Temper of a Lamb, came after fome 
Time to Jehifalem, and addre fled himfelx* to the Church. 
But they not fatisfied in the Reality of his Change, 
and fearing it might be nothing but a fubtle Artlficfc to 
bet ay them, univerfally ftiunned his Company ; and 
Tjvhat fonder \f t;he harmlefs Sheep fled at the Sight of 
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tlie Wolf 1 that had made fuch Havock of the Flock 5 
till Barnabas prefuming probably upon his forme*’' 
Acquaintance, entered into a more familiar^ Converfp 
with him, introduced him to the ApoiUes, and de- 
clared to them the Manner of his Converfion, and what 
fjgnal Evidences he had giyen of it at Damafcus in^ 
his bold and refolute Difputations with the Jew 3. 

There is that fcattereth, and yet increafeth : The 
Difperfion of the Church by Saul’s Perfccntion proved 
the Means of a moie plentiful Harveft, the Chriftian 
Religion being hereby on all Hands conveyed both tn J * 
Jews and Gentiles. Among the rcfl fume Cyprian’ 
and Cyrencan Converts went to Antioch, where they 
preached the Gofpel with mighty Succefs; great Num- 
bers both of Jews and Profelytes (wherewith that City 
did abound) heartily embracing the ChrifUao Faiyh. 
The News whereof coming to the Apoftles at Jernfa- 
j cm, they Ifcntdown Barnabas to take an Account of 
it, and to fettle this new plantation. Being come lie 
Rejoiced to fee that Chriftianity had made fo fair a Pco- 
prefs in that great City, earneftly prefling them cordi* 
ally and conftantly to perfevere jn that excellent Kelt* 
glon which they had entertained 5 himfelf like a pious 
2nd a good Man undergoing any Labours and Difficult 
•tips ; which God Was pleafed to crown with anfwprable 
$uccefs, the Addition of 'Multitudes of new Cqntcrt* 
tp the Faith/’ But the Work was too great to be ma. 
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nnged by a . fxnglc Hand ; to furnifh himfelf therefore 
with fmtable Afjilla nee, he ?vent to Tarsus,, to enquire 
for St. Paul lately come thither. Him he bring* 
back with him to Antioch* where both of them con- 
tiaued iuduftrioufty miniilering to the Incrcafe and Eda- > 
Wifhment of. the Church for a whole Year together ; 
and then there it was that the I>ifciplea of the Holy 
Jesus had the honourable Name of Chridians firft Tq- 
lemyiy fixed upon them, . rJ 

It happened about this Time, or not long after,, that 
a fevjere Famine ^foretold by Agabus afCbrift-ian Pro- 
phet tha*t came do>vq to Antioch) prefled upon the. 
Provinces of the Roman ^Empire, and efpecially Jud.jsaj 
whereby tbe Chriftians, whofe Edates were exhaufted 
by their continual Contributions for the Maintenance of 
the Poor, were reduced to the greated Extremities*- 
The Church of Antioch compaffionatjug their mi*. • 
finable ; Cafe, agreed uj>ona liberal and chr./* able Sup- 
ply for their Relief, which they intruded with Bar;, 
nab-as, and Paul,, whom they font along with it to. 
the Governors of the Churches, that they might difpofe 
it as/NecefEty <Jid require. This charitable Embaify 
the Grejsx Rituab no doubt refpeft, when indie Ol* 
fice at the Promotion of the Magnus Oeconomus, or 
High. Steward of the Church ( whofe Place k was to 
fpanage and $fpofe die Church Revenues) they make% 
particular. mention of the Holy and mod fa$)Q8f Bar-. 

• ; * N ABAS 
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nab as the Apoftle, and generous Martyr. Having 
difcharged their Truft, they returned back from Je- 
rusalem to Antioch, bringing along with them 
John firnamed Marx, the Son of Mary, Sifter to 
Barnabas, whofe Houfe was the San&uary, where 
the Church found both Shelter for their Pei&ns, 
and Conveniency for the Solemnities of their 
Worlhip. ’ 

The Church of Antioch oo,w fajfficiently, pro- 
vided with Spiritual Guides, our two Appftles might 
be the better fpared fbr the Converlion of the GentHe 
W orhL As they were therefore engaged in , the Duties 
of Fading and Prayer, and other public Exercifcs of 
their Religion, the Spirit of God by fome prophetic 
A Hiatus or Revelation, made ta fame of the Prophets 
there prefent, commanded that Barnabas and 
(hould befot apart to that peculiar Miniftry, to whicjB 
God had defigned them. Accordingly having faft- 
cd* and prayed, hands were foletfmly laid upon them, 
to denote their particular Delignation to that Service- 
Impolit*ion,of Hands had been a Ceremony of ancient 
Date. Even among the Gentiles they were wont, to 
defign perfons to public Ftm^ions and Offices, by lifting 
up, or (hatching out the Hand, whereby they ga^e 
their Votes and Suffrages for their Employments* But 
herein though they did fleet ch forth, they- did 
•n their Hands ; which was the proper Ceremony In 

Ufe, 
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Ufe, and of fat* greater Handing in the Jewish Church. 
When Moses made Choice of the feventy Elder* to be 
his Cu-adjutors in the Government, it was (fays the 
Jews) by laying his Hands upon them : and when he 
conftituted Joshua to be his Succeflbr, he laid hf« 
Hands on him, and gave him the Charge before all the 
Congregation. This cuftom they conflantly kept in 
appointing both Civil and Ecclefiaflical Officers, and 
that not only while their Temple and Polity flood, but 
long after the Fall of their Church and State. From 
the Jews it was together with fame other Rites tranf- 
ferred into the Chriflian Church, in ordaining Guides 
and Miniflers of Religion, and has been fo ufed through 
all Ages and Periods to this Day. 

Barnabas and Paul having thus received a Divine 
Commiffion for the ApofUefhip of the Gentiles, and 
taking Mark along with them as their Minillcr and 
Attendant, immediately entered upon, the Province. 
And firlt they .betook themfelves tQ. Selucia, a 
^Neighbouring City feated upon the Influx of the River 
Orontbd, into the Mediterranean Sea : hence they 
£et Sail for Cyprus, Barnabas’s native Country, and 
arrived at Sal am is, a City heretofore of great; Account, 
the Rains whereof are two Miles diflant from the pre- 
fent Famagufta, where they imdaudtedly preached ia 
the Jewish Synagogues. From Salami* they travelled 
up the Ifland to Paphos, a City remarkable of phi ipc 

the 
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tWWorfhip bfVchus, ; 3Diva potens Oyjwh, the totefoi* 
feoddefc of\he Iflsrtfi, Mm \H$ here* 'worshipped with 
fchd mol Wanton and Immodctf Rites', and toad a fantoris 
Tetnple dedicated to her for that PWrf*6fe, concerning 
1 .xvhichlbe Inhabitants have H Tradition that At Barnabas's 
Prayers* it 'fell flat to the ‘GrCtfrtd j and tfi£* Ruins of an 
Ancient’ Church' afe ttilFfhcv^edtc* TrhvcHbrs, And wider 
^ f ft an* Arch* wheft* Paul and Barnabas were ftrat up 

in'VAknl " i •: • ' ' ' r*: i ;. • 

• V- i ’ r *TV* -i*m i *»■' v -v •-■ 

' Leaving Cv fro 5, they failed over to Perga lit 
FivripHiLiA, famous ion '^Temple of 'Diana here 
Mar* Weaty: it feem* crfV tKU Ithserimt Goarffe,o£ JLife^ 
and - uhe unavbidabfe Dangers that 'ritterfded it,; (took 
hW Leave and uettmied-to Jeru salem, which laid the 

♦ Foundation of an unhappy Difference, thsft biH>kfc out 
^etwern; jtbefe tw6 ApolUes . afterwards. The l next 
Place they carat to was Antioch in PiSidia* where iff 
the Jewish Synagogue St. PAut by an elegant Ora- 
tion converted great Nufnbers* bQtlfxif Jews and Prto- 
aELYTEs, hut A Perfiecufiotf being nufed by others, 
tliey were forced to defert the Place. Thence they 
pafled to Iconium, a noted City of Lyaconia, where 

> in the City they preached a loog Tiwe with good Sue- 
«ef«, till a Confpifacy being • made, Agairift them, they 
withdrew, to- L ystr A, the Inhabitants whereof upon 
a rairadilons Cure done by St. Pavl, treated them as 
GW* conic down from Heaven* in human Shapes St. 

■No Pa uL t 
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Pa'ui,, as being principal Speaker, they termed Mer- 
cury, the Interpreter of the Gods; Barnabas they 
looked upon as Jupiter, their fovereign Deity, for. 
the Grayity and Comelinef* of his Perfon, being (as 
Antiquity reprefents him) a very goodly Man, and of 
a venerable Afp c€t, wherein he had infinitely the Ad- 
vantage of St. Paul, who was of a very mean and 
contemptible Prefcncc. But the Malice of the Jews 
purfued him hither, and prevailed with the people to 
Stone St. Paul, who prefcntly recovering, he and 
Barnabas went to Derbe, where when they had 
converted many to the Faith, they returned back to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, and fo through 
Pisjdia to Pajiphylia, thence from Perga to At- 
tata a, confirming as they came back the Churches 
which they.had planted at their firft going out. At 
Attalia they took Ship, and failed to Antioch in 
Syria, the Place whence they firft fet out, where 
they gave the Church an Account of the whole Suc- 
cefs of their Travels, and what Way was made for 
live Propagation of Chriftianity in the Gf.ntile 
W drld. 

The reftlefs Enemy of «U Goodnefs was vexed to 
fee fo fair ami fmo<^h a Progrefs of the Gofpel, and 
therefore aefolved to attempt it by the old fubtle Arts 
of inteftihe ’Dhridorrs and' Auirtiofitics : what the en* 
vi&ns Man could not. Stifle by' oj^n Violence, he Tough* 
K . - i ' * * to 
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to choke by lowing Tare*. Some zealous Converts 
coming down from Jerusalem to Antioch, ftarted 
this Notion, which they aliened with all pofltble Zeal 
and StifTnefs, that unlefs together wkh the Chtittrnn 
Religion, they joined the Obfervaace of the Mosaic 
R ites, there could be iu> Hopes of SaVatioo for them. 
Paul and Barnabas oppofed tbemfelvcs againft this 
Heterodox Opinion with all Vigour and Smartnefi, 
but not able to beat it down, were difpatched by the 
Church to advife with the A po files and Brethren at 
Jerusalem about this Matter. Whither they were 
np fooaer come,, but they were kindly and courteouflV 
entertained, and tpe Right Hand of Eeltowlhip given 
them by the tliree great Apoftles, Peter, James, and 
John, and an Agreement made between them, that 
wherever they came, they fliould betake them- 
Selves to the jEwii, while Paul and Barnabas 
betook themfdvcs to the Gen tiles. And here proba- 
bly it ivas that Mar k reconciled hfmfelf to liis Uncl e 
Barnabas, which ou< tells us, be did with Tears and 
great Importunity, earaeftly begging him to forgive 
bis Weaknefs and Cowardice, and promifing ibr ifte 
future a firmer Coaftancy and more unda tinned Refohi- 
tibiu ' ' * '■ 

; ' ' m* . I 

But tlrey were efpeciaHy careful to tnind the great 
Affair they were fent about, and accordingly opened 
tho Cafe in a public Council convened for that Pprpofe* 

And. 
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ApdfieTERhaving firft given 'his Sentence, that thp 
. Gentile Converts weie undey no fuch Obligation, 
Pi^ui, smd f B arm abas acquainted the Synod what $*r<?^t 

Things Gpd fry jtheif had ( vjfroyght fyr : the 

Cpov^rfiop pf thq GEN r^LE8 ? a plain Evidence th^t 
they were accepted by (yo.p, witliout the Mosaic 
R jtc* and Ceremonies. The Matter being decided by 
the Council, the Oetermmatjon was drawp up intq the 
^Fpnn of SynpdicaJ Epiilje, - which was delivered tp 
Barnas^s a n d Paul, to w^pm the Council gave thjs 
. ^ujogiuip and Ch^&cr, Jth^ th?y were Men _ that bad 
hazarded their Xfiye«,for the Name of the Lord JJesu^ 
^HRiSTf with whom they joined, to tpeJr ow^, that the^r 
: might carry it to the Churches. Being come to Aw- ~ 
jtQCUg they delivered the Pecyeea of the Coimcl/, 
yvhar^with .tl^e Church wa* abundantly fatwfied^ and 
th<; Qontrpvcrfy for thefjprefeut laid af^<*p.^ . ^ 

ft was not -long f after thisj that ,$t. Pater camp 
down to. A ntioch, who loth to exafpeyate the zealous 
JewSjj, YriVh^ w aUGqnycrfc with the, (gentile Converts^ 
contyayy to lysfqrmer Pra&ice, a^d, his Lte Vo^e an<^ 
gpffirage^ in . the Synod at. Je r y s A l e T he Minds ojf 
the Gentiles were greatly diftqrbed at this* and the 
Convert Jews . tempted by hi$ Example, abftain from 
nil Con immon -with.-th* fa, %pjag t was 

$he l^empta&i0n, that §t. r BARNABA$ himfelf,^^ ^*^ 
down, the Strew* /tfld'-tegW JWW: /erpjlfy 

- \ vtete* ~ 
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Whether it Was Jawfal tojficdd Companion with «thq- 
Gentiles, with wbojn before lie had fo familiarly eon- 
verfed, and been fo eminently Jnftrumental in their 
Conyeriion to Christianity . tf fip pryvalcnt an In fluey cp 
Jbaa tl^ Exappj>le 9^ great pra ^odeteryii^c 

Others tow^at is goqd qr bad. fipv^caref^ 

We be what Oovirf^ to t^k^, left wc (educe and cornel 
others to walk in qur crooked Paths, and, load our- 

9 • *• • * < * j - ‘ . f r ' i • r t 

felves with the Guilt of thofe that follyWj^ter up? 
fit. Paul (hortly after propounded tq l^aryabas 4 hat 
they flight again Vifit the Chufchej* vvheiein they liad 
lately planted the Chriftlan Faith ; he liked the Mo- 
tion, hut defired hii Coufoi Msr 1( might go along with 
them, which Str Paul would by no Jjapaqs confeut tq, 
having found by hie Cowardly defecting .them at Pam* 
phylia, how unfit he was for fuebf a trophlefoipe jqwJ 
dangerous Service. This begafc.a fharp Cqqtcff, and 
fipened into almqftan ifrecoiyjilable between 

thefe two holy Men; Which as at oUccm* &C\ys^ that the 
bed are Men* of dike Paflions and InfkmilkftrWtth ot hers, 
fubje& to be tra nfported with Partiality, , an4*caw-j«4 
off with the Heat* of a n irregular Faffion, fq it. Jet* p| 
fet hoW great a Matter a little 
jn considerable an Occafkm ranyrMbuftcmitto ftdft 
divifion/ and Htfzajd the fifeav'h of the firmed: '£ht~ 



: *• >r bite' 
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'2*2 The L IFE of Su BJr'nAbAS, 

Thus far tlic Sacred Hiftorfart has for the main 
gone before us/ who here breaks off his Account con- 
cerning him. What became of hna afterwards we arie 
Ifeft under great uncertainty. DoaoTtffe irs and the 

Author “of the Recognitions, and feme other Writings 
attributed toSt. Clemens, makes hum to have been ‘sit 
Rome, and one of the firft that preached the Chriftiah 
Faith in that City; for which Baromius falls Foul of 
them, not being willing that any fhonW be thought 

* to have been there befouc St. Peter, though after 
him, he u not unwilling to grant hi* bring there. 

Departing from Rome, he £r by different Writers 
made to fleer different Courfes. The Greers tell us 
he went for Alexaniwia, and thence for Judjea. 
The Writers of the Roman Church (with who** 
agrees DoROTHErs in this Matter) that he preached 
the Gofpef in Liouria, and founded a Church at 
MiLAfN,' Whereof lie became the firft Bifliop, propa- 
gating Cbriirianity m all thofe Parts. But however 
that was, probable it is that in the lift periods of his 
llift lie returned unto Cyprus, where he converted 

* *fUfly, till fome Jew* from Syria coming to Sm.amis* 
inhere he thfcn wass .enraged with Fury* let upon him 

was Difpnting in the Sjpn|gogU<, iu a. Carper 
thereof they (hut him up till Night, when they brought 
him forth, and after infinite Tortures, floivcd him to 
dttttk. Ii<^ adds (and the Faith of it mull reft upon 

/ the 
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tjujv Credit qf ^thc . Relator, ^ho Baron i us tel^ us, 
dpcd at tlie fame Time when his Corps was fuftfoum! 
out) that they threw his ; Body into the Fire with an 
intent to con&me it, but that the Flames had not thf 
le a il Power upon ^ t, and that Mark his Kinsman pri- 
vately buried it in a Cave not far diftant from the 
City, his Friends relenting the Lofs with folcmn 
Lamentation. I omit the Miracles reported to have 
been done at his Tomb. The Remains of his Body 
were difeovered in the Reign of Zeno the Emperor, 
Nice rnoR us by a Miitake makes it the 1 2tli Year of 
Anastasius) Ann. cc^clxxxt. dug up under a 
Bean or Carob Tree, and upon hi* Brcaft was found 
St. Matxhew’s Gofpel, written with Barnabas’s 
own Hand, which Anthemius the Bifhop took along 
with him to C onstaxtinople, where it was received 
by the Emperor with a mighty Reverence* and laid up 
with great Care and Di.igeuce. The Emperor as a 
Teftimony of hi* Joy, hououring. the Epiicopal See of 
Salamis with this Prerogative, that it fhonld be Inde- 
pendent upon any Foreign Jurifdi&ioo, a Privilege 
ratified by Justinian thu Emperor, whofe Wife 
T h eooora was a C y pr io r. The Emperor alfo greatly 
enriched the Bifhop at his Return, commanding him 
to build a Church to Su Barn abas over the Place of 
his Interment, which was accordingly cre&ed with 
more than ordinary Statelinefs and Magnificence. ’Tis 
added {n the Story, that thefe Remains ware difeovered 

by 
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hy (Tic Notice of 'Si'. 16 a fen abas liimfctf, who thre<* 
feveral ’’Time* appeared to /Vt HEI ^ lUR# ^ have n< * 
more to remark concerning tins excellent P^r&Yi, th^rt 
to add the Chara&cr gfveh of lnmljy'a Pen that could' 
nQt err, .he was a good Man, full of Faith, and of the 

ttolyGhoff. / ; V ' • ji ; 

r* «*■■■. . ; 'Jit; . »-tT y'-: tf 1*1 .* . 
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